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I told Hattie, - - huh,

To make her dress a little lon er. - - .
I told Hattie, - - huh, ger, - - huh;

To make her dress a little longer, - - huh-
I told Hattie, - - huh, 8 :

To make her dress a little longer, - - huh;
A - showin’ of her laig, - - huh. . ’

B

Newton Redwine. Mr. Redwine says: “John Henr
song to sing as he wo:-’ked, but it seems that the followiugywl;:dh?: f:rg:rli::
just before his death”” The Beattyville Enterprise, Beattyville
](y,' Feb. 13 1929. ,
I have hammered
Four long years
With this old hammer

I have hammered
On the W & A

I have hammered
On the old M & C
I have worked

On the C & S

The hammer am a ringin’
And the steel am a singin’
I'll put the hole

On down boys

Put the hole on down

This old hammer
Killed John Scott
It will never kill me

Hammer am a ringin’
Steel am a singin’

P’ll put the hole

On down boys

Pll put the hole

On down - hut - hut - hut

Hut - hut - hut
I'll put the hole on down
Pll put the hole on down

This old hammer
Has killed John Scott
It will never kill me
Hut - hut - hut

Fll put the hole on down, boys
il put the hole on down
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C
Minnie Darby, Evington, Va,

This old hammer
Killed John Henry;
It won’t kill me.

P’m going back

To east Colorado;

Pm not coming back, boys,
I’m not coming back.

If that fast man

Asks for me, boys,
Tell him Pm gone,
Tell him ’'m gone,

This old hammer
Killed John Henry;

It won’t kill me, boys,
It won’t kill me.

This old hammer

Ring a-like silver,
Shine a - like gold, boys,
Shine a - like gold.

I'm going home

To see my mama;

I’'m not coming back, boys, | —_—
m not coming back. =

If you see g
My blue - eyed baby,
Tell her ’m gone, boys,
Tell her I’'m gone.

This old hammer
Killed John Henry;

It won’t kill me, boys,
It won't kill me.

D

Martin Barrow, of the Public Works Department of
Jamaica, West Indies. Mr. Barrow sent this version of the Song
in Jamaica, July 26, 1932,

Ten pound hammer kill John Henry,
Ten pound hammer kill John Henry,
Ten pound hammer kill John Henry,
Somebody dying every day.
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tunnel kil me  pardnce
Number nine tusnel il me pardune,

Somebody dying every day

Number sine hunnel ne will kil s
Number nine tunael no will kill me
Number nine tunnel ne will kill me
Somebody dyving every day

Dis ale hammer t sound Lk
Dis ole hammer 1 son \
Dis ole hamm

Somebody dving v

mine
nipe

H

Ten pound hammer w»
Ten pound hammer w
Ten pound hammer w
Somebody dying eve
Wake up, shake wp, climbd N
Wake up, shake up, climbd up Ja
Wake up, shake up, climbd B
dying every day
Rocks and moustain hang adout me
and mountain hang adout me.
 and moustain hang about we
&y dying every day

B 1 live to see December.
: : ::: to see December,

t© see Decembder,
Somedody dying every day.

bammer to the walker,
Rammer to the walker,
bammer to the walker,
dylng every day

fies

il
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Tell him I am going buddy,
Tell him I am going buddy,
Tell him I am going buddy,
Somebody dying every day.

QGoing buddy to my country,
Going buddy to my country,
QGoing buddy to my country,
Somebody dying every day.

E

Aubrey F. Goff, Glenville, W. Va. Mr. Goff obtain
song in 1923, from the singing of Harley V. Townsend of
County, W. Va. It is titled “The Yew Pine Mountains”, anq shows John
Hardy as the victim of the hammer.

This old hammer rings like silver;

This old hammer rings like silver,

This old hammer rings like silver;

It shines like gold, babe, it shines like gold.
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains;
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains;
That’s my home, babe, that’s my home.

This old hammer killed my buddy,

This old hammer killed my buddy,

This old hammer killed my buddy;

But it’ll not kill me, babe, it’ll not kill me.

Why! ’cause I’'m going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Why! ’cause Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Why! ’cause Pm going back fo the Yew Pine Mountains;
That’s my home, babe, that’s my home.

This old hammer killed John Hardy,

This old hammer killed John Hardy,

This old hammer killed John Hardy;

But it’'ll not kill me. babe, it'll not kill me.
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Fm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains;
That's my home, babe. that's my home.

The people "round here they don't like me,
The people ‘round here they don't like me,
The people 'round here they don’'t like me;
I don’t care. babe, | don't care

Fm Eng back 10 the You Pine Mountains,
Fo going back 10 the Yew Pine Mountains,
P golsg back 10 the Yew Pine Mountains;
T hats y bome babe, that's my home
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Forty - four days make forty . four dollars
Forty - four days make forty - four dollars
Forty - four days make forty - four dollars:
All in gold, babe, all in gold.

IP'm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains -
That’'s my home, babe, that's my home

I can hear my true Jove calling ,

I can hear my true love calling,

I can hear my true love calling ;

'"Come back home, babe. come back home’
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains .
I'm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains
Fm gf}iﬂg back to the Yew Pine Vlr'nnnh"ng'
That’s my home, babe, that's my home

I can see my true love coming,

I can see my true love coming

I can see my true love coming

Dressed in red, babe, dressed in red

'm going back to the Yew Pin Mountain
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains
I’'m going back to the Yew Pine Mountain
That’s my home, babe, that’s my homs

When I meet her | will greet hes
When I meet her 1 will greet her,

When I meet her 1 will greet her:

And she’ll greet me, babe, and she’ll greet
'm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
m going back to the Yew Pine Mountains,
Pm going back to the Yew Pine Mountains;
That’s my home, babe, that’s my home.
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Burl McPeak, Fords Branch, Ky.

The heading caught on fire with that light little blaze,
It was nothing but John Henry driving steel.
John Henry drove steel in the right - hand corner,

The steam drill in the left.
‘Before I let the steam drill beat me down

Pll ham’ my fool self to death,
Il ham’ my fool self to death.’

John Henry told his shaker,

‘Shaker, you had better pray,

For if I miss this piece of steel
Tomorrow will be your burying day.

John Henry had a pretty little woman,
Her name was Polly Ann.

John Henry lay sick and on his bed,
Polly Ann drove steel like a man.

The women all knew John Henry, :
They knew he was so neat and 8o fine; 0. W. gﬂ
The Big Bend tunnel on the C and O road Castle, Va.
Is the place where John Henry went blind,
Is the place where John Henry went blind,

John Henry was buried,

He was buried with each hammer in his hand.

It was written on his tomb just as solid as a doom,
‘Here lies our steel - driving man.’

John Henry drove steel,

He drove from the top of his head.

Nine - pound hammer going up in each hand
Was what  caused John Henry to fall dead,
Was what caused John Henry to fall dead.

|

m}

Vil
Tishie Fitzwater, Hosterman, W. va.
When John Henry was a little boy,
Sitting on his papa’s knee,
He picked up a hammer and said to his papa,
‘“This is going to be the death of me.’
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John Henry was six foot

And two foot and a half across the breast
He would pound all day with a pipe pound hammer
And never get tired and want to rest.

The scraper and the sprayers was all :
Thought the mountain was falling i ° "% Scared,
When John Henry cried out

: with a Joud shout,
‘It is nothing but my hammer i the wind’

John Henry had a little woman,
Her name  was Polly Ann.

John Henry got sick and had
Polly drove steel like a man,

to go to bed,

John Henry’s mama come running

As hard as she could run:

‘In the Big Ben tunnel on the C & o Road
Is going to be the death of my son.’

John Henry’s wife,

He keeps her dressed up in bige.

She come running down stairs with her hair all curled,
And cried, ‘O John Henry, I been true to you.’

IX

O. W. Evans, Editor of the New Castle Record, New
Castle, Va. Mr. Evans wrote in 1928 that he heard the ballad forty
Years ago, and remembered some of it. ‘“As | remember the negro banjo-

pickers’ melody of John Henry, they ended each verse with, ‘And he died
with his hammer in his hand.’”

The Cap’n he got oneasy (uneasy),

Thought Ben Tunnel was a-cavin’ in,

But John Henry cried out with a loud, loud voice,

‘Is nothin’ but my hammer in the wind, God knows,
Nothin’ but my hammer in the wind.’

Some said he come from Columbus,

Others said he come from Cain,

ut he give in his name as an East Virginia man,

And he died with his hammer in his hand, God knows,
And he died with his hammer in his hand.

John Henry he had a woman,
tome all dressed in blue
Sayin’, ‘Hayen't I been true to you, God Knows,
Yen't I been true to you?’
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’ 6
naked in the intense heat.””'*) In such tangible darkness h 5
and smoke, the ‘‘loose rock” overhead would seem toeat, N0jse

immediate relief; and nothing “haunts the mine worker mODromisé
r

a fall of the strata which he calls the roof.” 1) € thap
Drinker explains that “no man but a tunnel engineer cap

the difficulties and dangers of tunnel construction - - it js not : PPreciate

qUesti(m

of calculating certain strains and allowing certain factors of
but a very vying with the unknown powers of darkness alloth safety,
to be feared because one can never know what a day’s’ e € more
bring forth.” 1) Of these uncertainties, tunnel-sickness bla :::lpce y
the roof seem to offer the greatest dangers to life :'md SB'ng’ s
had a full share of all three. ; '¢ Bend
In the St. Gothard Tunnel, “men died in large
peculiar disease, called tunnel trichinosis ... Threegorn:’l;?l?ers =3
labor in the tunnel brought on the disease.” 15) It is not certn'mnths’
this disease affected any of the Virginia Negroes on the Ch o
and Ohio, but the fact that horses on the job at St (iothau-cleS;;l'pf;lke
the rate of ten a month suggests the great probability of deatlgs a:
B_lg Bend from some kind of sickness. The statement that “foy] i
gives much trouble and there is a great deal of sickness amon ’31".
employes” of Big Bend '¢) is significant, and very much so %.'h "
John Hedrick, one of the tunnel officials, admits that one died th o
from foul air. Twenty-three suits, alleging damages amountin e{e
almost five hundred thousand dollars “for death, injury, or sickngesﬂ
of workmen on a tunnel under construction in the cou,nty ad'cnin's
that in which Big Bend lies, are awaiting trial at the resen{ ti;reg
“Silicosis from dust particles” seems to be the basis for thl; complaints‘
Six li:iz lalariia?”y dead. 1’)f t}f’ha.t are the probabilities for Big Bend?
as one of the t :
and POt}ll]ing very effective wasg l;legn?tal)t(l::;'? t;i_ pr“;')lt:::er;:ac(gceth:;-f %ﬁ:ﬁg’
ing fresh air to the drille i fi :
berg Tunnel, which was rsbe‘;?lsn’ 1itnsele§gg, f:gstgneempdhuasstlze;io atw!?i]:f-r
““miners’ consumption” was 1. T 4
by the introduction of holl(c)l&:gecli};il"il;tr:\?‘ltlf}able’ wa?] o s e\;en la;fe:
running through them. In Mt Ceni l“ e ed
50 great was the heat”: in St Cothmsd one was almc‘)‘st smothered
in the intense heat’; ar;d o éi Bea:; the men went ‘“‘about na.kf.;h
their “shirts off” Blkstine o c;t 4 nd the steel-drivers w.orked wnl
at the time added to their gfou?ness P onieguayi-al Ughtngiy
An idea e
for lighting u::dt?; Ba:go ﬂ:ﬂ dofrEXploswes for blasting and of candles
of their use in the H unnel may be had from an exammat_lon
Oosac Tunnel. The records show that “during

W York Time
Q. G §, March 16, 1930. 3
Miner 1% Carson. Songs and Ballads of the Anthracite

p. 151,
s 'Tunnell
ing, p. 486
" Tunnellip 'C[’ .
L& (3rd ed., 1803 1 A
- iullug 'Dnily ﬂcgls"lfr.%;hy 21, 1872,

Mo:ganlown Poxt, Sept, 0, 1032,
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66 . about 444,735 1bs. of nitroglycerine and about
ears’ tlTe’mica powder [mica impregnated with nitroglycerin]

.2 onsac’ 18) making about 500,000 pounds of pure nitro-
ere e in the tunnel in five years. The assumption that half
were . used lt of nitroglycerin was used at Big Bend during the
gf this am"‘:i" a half it was under construction gives 250,000 pounds

two Y ank approximately equal to 500,000 pounds of dualin or
for that wo'r;;ds of gunpowder in explosive force, a daily amount
3,250,000 PO‘:is of nitroglycerin or 4,333 pounds of gunpowder for
of 333 POu'll‘lhe record for 2,720 pounds of candles used in one head-
750 days- Hoosac Tumnel during a period of seven months, from
ing of theNovembe" 1 of 1865, ) gives a basis for the amounts used
April 1 toht headings of Big Bend during two years and a half, a
int::li;feﬁ ore than 87,000 pounds, a daily consumption of more than
to

115 ﬁ:?d:i-troglycerin, dualin, and gunpowder were all three used in
Big Bend is quite certain. They were used together on 'Ehe road .for
bllagsﬁng in other tunnels. Drinker gives “powder_, trlmtrog_lyoerme,

d dualin employed” at Lewis Tunnel and “nitro-glycerine and
aﬂWd.er employed for blasting” at Stretcher’s Neck.) There seems
to be no basis for the relative quantities of these explosives used in
Big Bend Tunnel. That candles were the main source of light in
Big Bend is very improbable. Like hand drills, “lard oil and black-
strap” are too well connected with the tunnel to be only incidental
to its construction. Any concession, however, in quantity or quality
of materials for lighting added to the darkness or to the general
foulness of the place, and possibly to both.

In Big Bend l:'Turmel the vitiated air, from unusual heat, blasting,
burning blackstrap, and from other sources, became a serious problem
for the engineers of that work and delayed the drilling there “con-
siderably”, #1) a situation to say the least very harmful to the laborers
and may have resulted in heavy casualties.
= Blasting was the second great danger to life in Big Bten;i Tunnel.

€ employment of explosives, even where the greatest care is
exercised in handling them, rarely fails to take its toll. The press
fecords of the second half of the 19th century for users of blf'istmg
%ents are not unlike those of the first quarter of the 20th for aviators.
unpowder, mica powder, dualin, dynamite - -all have their records.

T'c Most dangerous explosive used in tunnels during the period
l;u litroglycerin, so dangerous in its liquid state that the Nitro-
g]’“"!" Act was passed in 1809, by which “act the use of nitro-
b’?h:mc PEr se was absolutely prohibited, but power was reservéd
: Secretary of State specially to license any substance having
wfiﬂfs in any form, as one of its component parts.” %) As

Tunneiting, p. 244,

") 1big, :
" ipig p. 237,
G

reenbeie, 1872
fAbrier Independent, June 1 .
The ibrary Muga:iur,l(lJ&J,-llh.
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A il a:::t f:elt;?ner?:l ;:‘c:l iﬁ;igsr?n:iinttlt: u:emoi”.““
a

T United States, and added that its “black record wg &t
increasing so long as nitro-glycerin is used as a blasting agent " or
Alfred Bernhard Nobel, Swedish manufacturer of explosiyes
philanthropist, invented dynamite in his factory at Glasgow, Scotl:::
in the late sixties, by way 91" escape from thg unavoidable °0n’
tingencies upon the indiscriminate use of the liquid material, par:
ticularly from the results of its poisonous character through actual
contact with the substance and from the danger of its “liability
percolate through fissures in thg rock, and to give rise to subsequent
accidents when the escaped liquid was struck by a pick, perhaps at ,
considerable distance from the original hole.” %) To avoid thege
objections to the use of nitroglycerin, the substance was supplied iy
a frozen form for the miners at Hoosac Tunnel, by G. M. Mowbray
an experienced chemist, who manufactured the explosive at thé
tunnel. *) That such precautions were taken against the dangers of
nitroglycerin in the hands of Negroes “much crowded together” in
Big Bend Tunnel and elsewhere on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
seems to lack support from the records of that work.

Falls of rock present a third great danger to laborers in building
tunnels. Falls in the tunnels on the Cincinnati and Southern were
very heavy, from seven tunnels on the line amounting to 8,763 cubic
yards.*) Board Tree Tunnel on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
in West Virginia is notable in that respect. ‘““The treacherous character
of the roof of this tunnel led to many accidents from falls ... cost
many lives, and maimed many of the men. These casualties seemed
confined more particularly to the miners and laborers.”%") In this
connection one of the reasons given for the expensiveness of the
work on the tunnels of that road in West Virginia was the “difficulty
of maintaining a supply of suitable skilled labor in the face of the
perpetual risk of life and limb.”

That Big Bend was equally dangerous, if not more so, can be
readily shown. The tunnel was constructed through “hard red shale
crumbling on exposure”.) A local newspaper states: “On_last
Saturd:gc morning there was a great slide in the West Portal of”ﬂlge
Oreat Bend Tunnel. The slide is estimated at 8,000 cubic yards.”*)
The treacherousness of its roof is noted in another report soon after
trains began to pass through Big Bend. “The cars run slowly through
mm“fnﬂ. as rock is constantly falling from the unfinished portion,

# Tew days ago the timbers fell in with such force as to destro)

» SCICn!i'IC A".Cflt"lll N :

: an, XXIV (Jan. 14, 1871), 30.
: ;rb’" L‘b"")’ Magazine, |, vll(lfﬂ. tute
xCt fas %+ b 42 Journal of the Franklin Institul®

'g

. bi

") Ibid., p 905
- _
Utten%uu Independent, June 1, 1872,
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pwy The failure of the timbe
ghe TailS l] was the reason for r I arch to hold y
the tunn e eplacmg it wi P the roof
of ing in the eighties. %) With a brick areh
angers faced the steel-driver at Big’Be 3 falls of rock, man
g occasion mentions that “two nd. A local y
on 01 ar that place €Ero men were f
in the woods ne place ... Greenbrier seems to be fupi r S0
qegroes. They are doubtless men who having been paj full of deaq
¢ and O R. R. are murdered by their mmpau'n Paid off by the
¥ to secure their money.”3?) The steel-driv 1ons, on their way
in pursuit of his white woman in the nei hebx;) might have been
in a fight, or possibly in a “drunken %r rlll'-,’OOd’ by getting
Although liquor was supposed to be prohibite d‘“g at the tunnel.
se tunnels on the Chesapeake and Ohio, %3) its fre Y contract around
to the unfavorable circumstances t,here for Efuse at Big Bend
that he dipped the liquor for the steel-drivers wh sa ?Jl)’. Gilpin says
wnnel from east end to shaft one, and Jenkimen ,ey opened the
Johnson gave a barrel of liquor when they kh S?c}s i
heading from shafts two to three. On the o:)‘ccaj']OC ed through the
“several parties were severely stabbed”, ) and 20“ G,‘IP!ﬂ_rnentxons
the “parties” were intoxicated from something '1‘1}11e pocionic
mentions gains favor from “N T € occasion Jenkins
eff Washi 1 “Number two” of “Big Bend Times”
Jeff Washington says that “every bunch of grass i d limes™.
had a bottle in it”.%5) Wh — of grass in the neighborhood
) . en the “headings between shaft
two were driven together all iag : aft one and
'&1’8 a bal’TEI Of Old B = Pal'tleb TEIJalI'Ed to head quarters
B - urbon whiskey, was rolled out and
jollification ensued T Faresy out and a general
and S siccy ... Though a fexy knives and pistols, boney fists
Teport.” %) y arms were flourished we have no casualties to
Liquor :
Bend emrclfdﬂ;ﬁse ignorant Negroes “much crowded together” in
kely viction e dangers to life there, and rendered them much
the fening ¢ :‘;kOf the unexpected explosions in the tunnel and
Randje themsely : .abOVe their heads. Americans, white and black,
1selves with abandon in such an environment, and yet

u“'El‘latt;?. tB(: Peport™ characterizes the press accounts of the
18 Bend from first to last. | have failed to find a record

o 2 gingl |
~—— death inside the tunnel.

g &

,.
E

Raj
J l‘l,lf:ct.:n(lucttc, Nov. 2, 1872. |
N‘”d Big Ben m. The Chesapeake and QOhio R.a_llwa_\'.,
Uiy the Weather 8d: “The rock formation is very hard, but disintegrates
e large t'aw'much %0 that at the time of the construction of the
> Vities, sometimes fifty feet deep, were found above the
ger Big Bend

M Judge M
of iller, who lived long life in the lar
. Calls the tunnel a "dl‘lta;l-l:).':ﬁ". 5. H. Miller. History

$ Cou
° nty,
« ‘l.l.nrli-.'!.’p R
l.‘. "Awfl“hl". l. X.
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The press of Virginia :
remained silent on euusltlel l::mt’he\&;t lw"""’l. which ”
was able to give startling numb nels of the New pjoParently
g numbers of death River g, tly
of tunnels farther away. A local s from the o Rion
Chesapeake and Ohio Raliroad in West Virgints.’ publisheq lion
list for the Hoo_.lc: L hundfed ﬂnde:lt‘ixﬁrginia' urﬂed the on th‘
by casualties in the course of constructi y-Six men have pee. " lty
newspaper of the state has the foll on of the *unuel.”'s-ar)e killeq
mlih'l;un]r;el: “It has been told thator‘:;g]xi ttl?ar?a¥ 083 deathg A;mﬁ?
eir lives up to 1870; ) w !
not more than ﬂffy or sa,f?,: I?::l; f,he guides and dmctm";t“l‘ﬂ' haye
of others had been seriously w cen killed outright, thoy hca“' that
Bt TOW b o s 2
merican give imi : . i . e
ok eve te c%ssaiil; gg;l]lalro ltlsfi of deaths for Mt,hecgnci tentific
thanone would suppose; probably from 500 s oy ok but far s
we have heard from time to ti y"fmm 600 to 800 in all ar less
of “government statistics” ime.” 39)  After making an e'xSO far ag
B otal mines more than t,h a more recent writer says uwamin-ution
as are killed in France or Bel times as many per thousand ek i
as are killed in Great Bri'cq."3 gium, and nearly three times employed
;:'"fsd of the United State;mm:}.y' [l}l: spite of the fact that iiemca(::a’;
ss da ay be more easi
wodd,"l::ig)er than those of any other ”‘)ﬂ|~pr(;:lﬂ}éjnwoﬂ(cd a"d_ with
That dangers to life in any E g country in the
square inch any LCuropean tunnel or co: ’
s str thn tose o g o vl '
the tunnel seems most asualty list belongs to T A 1ar
an equal break at Bi [-(;e”d'"- It follows that John He . mch”"_uf
from falls in g Bend, and might have die : Ellly had'nbuut
the strong prégit::;-‘i?tidu:g: or from one of a d‘iltt:ll (tlilltl_rn l;f‘om dlsea_se,
Causes would have b);e hat the account of his end fI'{)LI:l "dngcrs, with
common report, If h n confused with that of his dri _any _nf these
death : € was actuall TTIr s drilling-contest in
of O!h:::m:ﬂnto threaten the ""”"tl{: k;.”?“j in the tunnel, and if his
in all Pfr;bab'l'(m a certain c”[m('l[‘ll{,‘ll(j:: lflh gang, and eventually that
the a"cnﬁnn’"¥ encouraged such a Cnng: tﬁclvvcnt the management
glace. Henr OF the community from ‘“"‘llll"l‘tl()‘ll by way of diverting
sbout the n':‘: death in this way woul IIL tragic possibilities of the
and blasting _mcthe tunnel was vuinplt_tml ’lll‘llﬂl;l: likely have occurne.d
and farther '"’:‘ll:m porportionately "'“.‘hc 1¢ (I:;(ngc[-s fmm. foul air
::::ﬂ from falls i: :::“'“- and from the cn\(‘;t:r [Drltu.:resscd farth:l'
red shale 8 heading became aract of the tunnel. The
Death of the Grumbling on ¢ - greater and greater as the
seel-driver af xposure” had time for disintegration
——— this time from or disintegration.
any of the tunnel dangers

L 1] 3
Kasawh
) Whe Py AL IEL -
i ; 'glgl.‘ "l““tu:;”l:r: 'l;;-tw?ljll 1870
LALET . ’. . |
. 1 “,'t' from Waorki
: SRman (1008), by An A



fear .
#:Msma bc:ofﬁl:he!mr&mcmﬁ,
in recent - - C 1Ssion, +
WMM cost of the Chesapeake and Ohio Rm g:
f and subsidiaries, failed to take into account the waste of
Miﬂbujldingthcroad,and may be regarded as an fficial
m.wfon the question of deaths at Big Bend John :
G-".Pw;:"? some responsibility in buil_ding the tunnel, is quite certain
nobody was killed there, and insists that John Henry “went away

here”. While the construction of Big Bend Tunnel without a

list can be explained only as a miraculous performance, the
ibility that Henry left the tunnel at some time subsequent to his
drilling-contest may be considered |

Following his trail from that locality, however, seems hardly

ible, and actually finding him at best not unlike drawing a
“nerfect hand” in bridge, an enormous uncertainty for the individual

£%

pisyer. The problem would be sufficiently challenging if there were
only one John Henry, and he a man of highly domestic habits Instead,
the country is full of men named john Hie ictual and alleged. and
they have travelled everywhere, as the s | chapter of this study
indicates. ®) Many of the laborers on the hesapeake and Ohio
Railroad in West Virginia were Virginia “egroes, and possibly the
steel-driver came from that state

F. R. Pyle, contractor of Huntington, West Virginia. reports his
aunt, widow of Contractor Mclntyre who had a hand in building the

apeake and Ohio Railway, as “confident that there was such a
Negro at the tunnel, but that his name was John Henry Hardy.”

Ifet;:dS: “A man by the name of Banks whose father was a foreman
tunnel says that the NEgro was born at Winchester, Virginia,
eary plantation, passed to a man by the name of Hardy
mﬂ;rgled in the Henry family, and that he was an illegitimate
Wy Wm.somehmes gave his name as Williamson - - not Williams.”
Struction 'WS,.Negro\of Lynchburg, Virginia, “knew all the co-
04 by t%:?gtf, In the South a quarter of a century ago, and back”,
say about Henry:

Virginia, H IVer's mame was John Heary Mundy, of Louisa County,
: several relatives about there now. His pal was Lewis
L]

M he had 2 brother named Bob Thursty, from near Knoxville,
Heary or from Alabama.
& Was !lrge frame man, and light red color. He died in Kenfucky,

¥ Railroad, or L ang N
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ﬁ'ﬁ? Dockets 457 and 477.
"Henry, p. 1241




I expected some trouble with Henry’s irregular family conp

ter, but the “several relatives” in Louisa mm
l::o‘\fh;g:::t;{ng about him. Their complete silence, howey

that of his several relatives in Henry County of .
\l.lv'l?ei: he' is supposed to be John Henry Martin. Henry’s |
Hardy, Mundy, and Martin may develop into something e,
but at present it seems rather dubious. He is sufficiently .
without such relationships.

le of what one may expect to find on the trajl ¢
Heng’ncgﬁag? shown from investigations in Norfolk., Virginia,
Negroes with the hero’s name were mentioned as being there at s
time during the construction of Big Bend Tunnel. The Federal Ce
report of 1870 for that city gives the name of a Negro boy
Henry, fifteen years old. The local newspaper mentions a John F
on two different occasions. On the former, “John Henry, negro sea
on the brig S. P. Brown, charged with mutiny, was turned over to
his captain.”” ) On the latter, “John Henry, negro, was arrested late
Tuesday evening upon complaint of another negro named Frank
Allen, who charged him with stealing a boat belonging to him, Henry
denied the theft, and alleged that he borrowed the boat from another
man. During the night he attempted to break out of the watch house,
He tore off one of the planks in the bunk, and with it endeavored to
force the iron bars across the window, but without success.” ‘) The
city directory of Norfolk and Portsmouth for 1900 contains the name
of one Negro John Henry, and for 1920 two Negroes named John
Henry. Living in Norfolk-Portsmouth in 1927 were two Negroes by
the name of John Henry, one from North Carolina and one from
South Carolina, and a third by the name of Jack Henry, from King

William County, Virginia. They were all three heads of families,
and claimed no kinship with each other.

Mention of nine by the name of John Henry indicates the
possibility of a much larger number in that locality during the period.
In the summer of 1927, T got on the trail there of an old Negro
named John Henry, famed for his prowess in breaking “old iron” for
the “junk houses” op Water Street. I soon found that this John
Henry was confused with two other old Negroes by the same name
1 had distinguished himself as
treet loading boats at the docks just below Water
}O:egr. M g‘ otl?e; Was a rival in breaking old iron on Water Street,

d for M Ashin, N. Block and Company, and the Eagle Iron Works,
‘3'!11' orM. T, Cashin at the foot of Roanoke Dock, near Water Street. ]
fort :‘:3 :Ihl‘t: iron-breakers were known by the people they wo |
He;; " "H“ they worked With, by various names, such as

ry ' ix r“.’nry". ﬂB!ﬂCk I'il‘lll'y", and "J()hn Henl'y”.

other names to distinguish one from the other.

SRR PRty | T
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Charlie Shaw, who appeare_d to be an important man in M. T
Cashin’s junk yard, made a typical report of the two men- 2 =

There were two old men around here who used to break
Both of them were real black men. I call gpe of them Dadg 7,
been so long since he worked for us. His name wag Robinson, but I don’t
know the rest of it. I think he lived over in Berkley. 1 called him Daddy
and the other fellow John Henry, but he was bigger than John Henry. He'd
weigh 270 pounds and John Henry about 200 b

John Henry has been dead 12 or 15 years. He was just naturally a
petter man than anybody I know of. He coyig do more work, and do it
easier.

We used to give him a job breaking up oid iron, and he’d go out and
look it over and sit there and think about it, anqg then go home sometimes
and not do a lick of work that day. Next morning early he’d go at it,
and have it done and be sitting down looking at it as Pleased before you’
think he’d hardly begun. He’d look and plan, and he didn’t lose any licks,

I have seen him break iron 12 inches thick. He’d knock big wheels
and anchors all to pieces. He could break more iron in two hours than
anybody else in a day. He worked by the job or by the ton, and I never
knowed him to do any other sort of work.

He’d always sing about the steel-driver John Henry when he was
breaking iron. He was called Old Henry, Big Henry, or Black Henry, as
well as John Henry, and he said he’d been everywhere.

I don’t know anything about him when he wasn’t around here, He'd
come around about once a month to see if he could get a job.

Daddy has left town and gone out in the country to live, and I don’t
know where he is. John Henry was 45 or 50 when he died. I don’t know
where he died, but somewhere in town here. He died from drinking too
much liquor.

Mr. Shaw displayed the hammers or sledges these iron-breakers
used when they were working for M. T. Cashin. Daddy’s was a
twenty-pound sledge, with a four-foot handle; and Henry’s a thirty-
pound sledge, with a three-foot handle. T. M. Cashin displayed a
seventy-pound sledge, with a three-foot handle, which he claims John

eénry used to break old iron for him; but T. M. Cashin, like several
others on Water Street, did not distinguish between the two old
Negroes in his references to John Henry. \

While the Negro Mr. Shaw characterizes as John Henry is not
'!logelher unlike the steel-driver of Big Bend fame, his age and his
0ging of the “steel-driver John Henry’” seem to bar his identification

original John Henry. When Mr. Shaw made his report, in
fifty' he wag Quite certain that the iron-breaker was not more than

Y JEATS of age at the time of his death. _

he trail of the steel-driver leads to another example at first
d’g""“ Promise, but ultimately of greater disappointment. In
ary, 199, ). s, Barker #t) “investigated pretty thoroughly among

‘--\.._,__-_

" Albans, W, vy,

L
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Ider employees of the Chesapeake and Ohio” who
::Lcm; in St. Albans, West Virginia, “to ascertain the reality 0;": they
Henry”. Mr. Barker writes: Johy

There is a Jeff Washington here now who is quite 2 s "
connection with ejarly employees of the C. and O. Ry. Jeff 13; ;i':i: in
near Charlottesville at the age of 18 years and, together with John H 2
who was a few years his senior, employed themselves to a C. and Q. ?or’
tractor, a Mr. Johnson, who was clearing away the timber from the Pfopos:;;
right-of-way at White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

This was about 1868, and Jeff continued without break or blemish
the employ of the C. and O. for 50 years. He is now on the retired i
of the C. and O. at a comfortable salary ...

Jeff said that John Henry lived at the little town of Keswick just eat
of Charlottesville and has a sister who now lives in Charlottesville. He also
says that there was a John Hardy who worked with them in the Big Benq
tunnel. John Hardy died while they worked at the Big Bend, and johy
Henry died while they worked at the Lewis Tunnel.

In my conversation with Capt. Mallory, who also worked for the C. &
O. then and until he reached his retiring age, said that while he could not
positively identify John Henry as having worked at this particular place and
fime, he recalled having heard his men, who worked under him, sing that
song, ‘You killed John Henry, but you won’t kill me.

The Captain also recalled that it was here at these places where the
Burley Diamond Drill was first used and with steam power.

The story as related to me by Frank Crosby was that this man John
Henry and his helper had become expert with the hammer and drill, and
they challenged the steam driller for a contest hole, in which John Henry
and his helper won out, but John Henry lost his life. John Henry was six
feet tall, yellow, and powerful physically.

Some time ago the Charleston Daily Mail, in one of its Sunday issues,
in an article on the early history of W. Va. denied that there really was
a John Henry who had worked for the C & O at the Big Bend tunnel.

Jeif Washington and Frank Cosby, both of whom worked for the

C & O in the Big Bend at the time of its construction, say that there was
2 John Henry.

W A wes months after getting this report, 1 visited Jeff
y ashington at his home, a very old man whose mind seemed to
cosee and go”, Occasionally he was seemingly reticent about Big
S a'ﬁam’-but for the most part talked rather freely, and at times
inconsistently. He remembered the tunnel as a good place to
_':tnfrc money because there was nothing in the neighborhood to spend
‘u(l’;'em:‘?;ftaated :h:':] the younger men, including himself,fwaf:ss
] 0 “
in the N’iﬂhborlmgdgh, d :rr‘;f’)t::dinm::?’d that “every bunch o g.
He repeated the s\l;:_ry.uf his going with John Henry from chs(\;lhcil:;
. Ve, Virginia, to work ¢ 2 ake an 5
- West Virginia. Me said that he ung 32"::cfi£s}tlc:?(?rckcd «bushing’
' Sulphur Springs, then in Lewis Tunnel near

a@m’t ’
Hardy &
the road
he used
speaking
two nam
of the a
and whi
Hardy fi
Tunnel.
conversa
article a
from th
W hi
ville, Je
somethir
by the ;
Henry:
Adam F
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were s,
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and eventually went farther west ¢ e :
kept a piece of ribbon tied on the handlzk u?ﬂh_mg Bend, that
dy could get it off. He described H

that nobo height, and weight abo SOTY as not rea] py
e height, : g0t about 160 poy | ack,
Sifd a::trasg;e a steam drill on the road, a“dpfhatndi; :’:e Said that he

= 2 new nothj

15 dnllmg-contes.t. He Was certain that pe k othing of
Hﬂ:;y of the steel-driver at Bxg_ Bend, ang thatnel?
des heard anything from him since th

He remembered hearing at Big Beng ,
g::n;itted that Henry had been killed there ang :?gtb;dy thrown into
the big. fill. He seemed very anxious to be reported as ot believin
e story of Henry’s burial. Yet ‘he explained that a “great mang
were killed in the tunnel and buried anywhere around there.”

Jeff Washington made no refer.ence. to John Hardy in giving this
sccount of ‘john Henry. Then I inquired of his acquaintance with
Hardy at Big Bend. He answered that he had never seen Hardy on
the road or elsewhere, but that he had hegrd of him. Later, however
pe used the name Harc_!y two or three times for that of Henry in
speaking of the steel-driver, seemingly a clear case of confusing the
two names after Hardy had been mentioned. He recalled having heard
of the article which Mr. Barker read in the Charleston Daily Mail,
and which on the authority of hearsay had substituted the name John
Hardy for that of John Henry as the famous steel-driver at Big Bend
Tunnel. In all probability the name Hardy was brought into the
conversation Mr. Barker had with Jeff Washington soon after the
article appeared, resulting in the incorrect report the former made
from the latter of Henry’s and Hardy’s death.

While John Henry séems not to have a sister living in Charlottes-
ville, Jeff Washington’s account of Henry’s connections there offers
something definite for further inquiries. There are three Negro families
by the name of Henry in the section, with five members named John
Heary: one family with three now living who are descendants of
Adam Henry, a slave of Garrett White, of North Garden, ten miles
from Charlottesville: another family with two, father and son, who
were slaves of Professor John Staige Davis, of the University of
Virginia. The first three were not old enough to help build the

peake and Ohio across West Virginia. The other two were
fifty-five and thirty-one respectively when the road was begun in 1870.

waries James, ) of Keswick, who talked volumes about slavery
4 Civil War times, says:

HM Reasby and John Henry were friends in tunnels and other wf)rk.
drove steel last in the Catskill Mountains to bring water into

there,
Henry

.,*::‘ * Miece and uncle who lived at Whitehall, New York State, and
e whed 2 place Aght where the water tunnel was made, and she

.N: IN" WHEr put in her house. Uncle lived in Whitchall, and was
‘\q\
Testioou
Y oblalaed s Aug, 1929,
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Uncle was named John Henry after his father who was John
His mother was named Judy Henry. She hafi One son nameq Charles
and he was my father, and then she married John Henry ang hag S,
John Henry. Uncle John Henry was bound to Professor s, 2 son
University of Virginia, and his mother was too.

Uncle worked on the C and O Railroad, and | did too, whep they e
building it, a long time before he went to Whitehal], He was
Bend Tunnel, but he won’t the great steel-driver there. That John
got killed. I didn’t see him when I was there, but Dick Morris
Reasby did. They said that John Henry was a great steel-driver _
Bend, and talked about him as long as they lived. They both died aboyg g3

years ago here near Keswick.

at Whitehall necessary, and a letter to Mr. H. E. Sullivan, of he
Historical Society of Whitehall, brought the following answer-
This day I interviewed the daughters of John L. Henry and found a5
follows:

The head of the family never came to Whitehall, but his wife Judy
visited here about 1870 for six weeks. Judy was married twice. By first
husband she had a son Charles James and three daughters. By the second
she had John Lewis Henry and William, who lived at Charlottesville, Va, ..

John L, Henry, son of John and Judy, was born in east room of U.
Va. Aug. 15, 1830 and. d. at Whitehall June 24, 1911. He learned the
blacksmith trade and is said to have worked in a Confederate arsenal.

Later he became the body servant of Lieut. Wm. Boyd of this town who mk' and ﬁ'ﬂ]
brought him to Whitehall on his return in 1865. He worked at his trade thm! \VhQ as
here from 1867 until his death and was considered the best in town. _ -3
I knew him well. He always shod our horses and did any other work °”hem

in his line which we had. He was, with hijs family, a member of the
Methodist Church and was a good man in every way and was highly
respected,

May 18, 1867 he married Emma Baltimore, daughter of George and
Jenett Jackson Baltimore, ang they had the following children:

Marietta B. . May 17, 1868

Julia b. Nov. 26, 1870 d. June 10, 1880
Georgiana b. Aug. 18, 1874 ¢ January 7, 1804
Isabella V. b. Nov. 24, 1878

Robert Lewis b Sept 17, 1880 d. March 30, 1882

Marictta (Matey) and Isabella (Belle) live in the family homestead, purchased
1867 ... Both are cripples . .,

There is no large water system so far north . ..

Mr. James Says that his uncle was at Big Bend before going to
New York, but Mr. Sullivan takes him out ff the South five years
ore the tunnel wys begun. Developments from trying to clear up
this confusion by writing letters resulted in a trip to Whitehall 0
the spring of 19 and a second to Keswick in the summer following.
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ink occasionally, but never seen gambling or drunk. |,
::ggasﬁ::lnﬁooforget his domestic obligations, but not in any Wandthou
would characterize him as lacking real manliness. His associaes Were
largely white people, and they held hlm“ in high esteem from th,
time of his arrival in Whitehall. He was “never ugly or boisteroyg»
and after joining the church he’ always spoke of the devil ag “Mr.
Satan”. He had “good manners”, although he never learned tq Write
and his letters were always written by some member of his family,

Henry was in the habit of singing as he worked in the shop such
songs as “Old Black Joe” and “Shoo Fly”. He often chanted “tuneg”
to his hammer and anvil, and was greatly attached to them.

His younger daughter remembered t_hat he_spoke of working op
the railroad at some time, but knew nothing definite about the matter,
but they both insisted that he did not work on any road in the South
after going to Whitehall in 1865. The older was less than two years
of age when Big Bend Tunnel was begun, and the younger was born
six years after its completion. The former can not be considered an
authority on the activities of her father while she was only two or
three years old, and hardly better than the latter who can report
only hearsay for the early seventies. Their lack of definite knowledge,
even from hearsay reports in the family, of their father during the
seventies and eighties, as well as his earlier life, no doubt because
of his reticence about such matters, makes possible his consideration
as the original John Henry. Several definite connections seem to
exist between the two.

Of his four daughters, the second was named Julia, born about
eight months after W. R, Johnson got the contract for the construction
of Big Bend Tunnel, and the third was named Georgiana, born about
two years after the tunnel was built. In about half of the texts of
the ballad, “Julia Ann” appears as the steel-driver’s wife, woman, or
baby. The “white house”, from which the steel-driver is taken to the
tunnel to drive and to which after the contest he is taken injured or
dead, may be a variation of Whitehall, the home of John L. Henry
;t the time. Moreover, his singing “Shoo Fly” and other tunes as
e rorked in his shop, his attachment to his hammer and anvil, his

good manners”, association with white people, superior strength,
rite, - - all are in keeping with the direct and populf!l'
Henry, who sang “Shoo Fly” at Big
People, and got the Gilpin family to
confusion with New York mily in North Carolina, possibly a

He required “good manners” for his
contacts at the tunnel, as Mr, Gilpin represents him, and something

bort cchoed in the Henry tradition almost certainly contributed
:om‘xk:wiﬂ the great steel-driver as a’ good man, notyinfrequcnﬂy
connections vo:.idmg:a of consequence. Doubtlessly such
wu.wd Bath. Sufficient for the identification of Chaucer’s
hen Bend wag
one years weight b?“ﬂ in 1870, John L. Henry was thirty-
Around 170 pounds, height about zve feet eight
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inches, and almost hl::ck_. A_t his home I was able

made about 1870, (,}.f him in his “Sunday cIc)the:?r g::(]da photograph,
copy of it to Mr. Gilpin and the Hedrick brothers fp; theiF’F_’ESenhed a
of him as the steel-driver. After careful examinati I judgement

that it was not altogether unlike the Negro they kne
put only his face and hands were exposed in the
they remembered him most distinctly as a man of ephotograph, and

action, \\-ith‘ full chest and muscled arms and Shomdr:;;gyhgsge:;n Ef
was not quite tall enough for Mr. Gilpin and George Hedrick ,ans

slightly too stout for John Hedrick. The writer

opinion of Jeff Washington, who gave it with litttll;e':'nosriugt}lfanth:
glance at the photograph. The feet seemed to amuse him, and yet
they are very good Negro feet, as good or better than Je’ffrs Owyn
Nevertheless, he was certain that they were not the feet of the Jahri
Henry he knew on the Chesapeake and Ohio.

The identification, theref_ore, of John L. Henry as the steel-driver
would no longer seem possible, although his trail promised a great
deal. The wise thing, perhaps, for the investigator was to accept from
the first the report of Charles James, that his uncle was not the man:
but the existence of the criminal element in the Henry tradition led
to the suspicion that the whole story had not been told. The failure
of Mr. James to remember a proper amount of detail about the
career of his uncle, along with his history in full of the Civil War,
added weight in that direction. But this trail, like that followed earlier
at Norfolk, leads only to disappointment; and the testimony of Charles
James for the steel-driver may be placed among the popular reports
of the second chapter of this study, and, after a necessary explanation,
that of ,le:fha Washington may be placed among the direct testimony of

pter.
a little chagrined at the failure of Jeff Washington to consider
ph in a more serious manner, | took pains to remind
John L. Henry seemed to be the only member of the Henry
around Keswick, or in the larger Charlottcsville district,
qualify as the steel-driver, and that he did not have a sister
elsewhere. Jeff continued his good-natured attitude, and
shifted ground in two important particulars. Instead of repeat;
report of first coming in contact with John Henry_la

& depot on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad about ten miles
Cllltloncwillc. he stated that he first knew the steel-driver
on the same road about ten miles west of Cha:el;)t‘fﬁi-
ained that Henry's sister lived, not in (;harlof’ \?est'
the ridge of the mountains above .l.-lmton,lue o
the first shift may have no I3"~"5“3“’°i :a in the
significant, in that Jeff placed the SISer ' oo
where the steel-driver’s white woma b
and Gilpin. At the time the tunnel wlﬁl not a
Negro community, and in all wa.}? i:ntym one
s sister and Henry's white wm“;-'ut :n:uumcn*n
Jeft told more than he meant to. HIS
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failure to find Henry’s sister in Cp 1 7
therefore, at my failur n Char
obvious. oﬂewilk Se

The trails of John Henry have brought unsatisfa
and the question of what became of him is still not a:ts?:;y W
leaving the Big Bend neighborhood was certainly pot to the tu- His
a brass band, and it is very doubtful that he left at all, oo Of
about an equal chance to go or stay. The fear of his ghost |

tunnel and the wide popular belief in his death there, where N the
at best was only a gambling possibility, may be regarded as I::?R
some value to the ballad record of the event. Fortunately, a full accolng
of the career of John Henry is not necessary for an anewer £ unt
question of his existence and the reality of his dri"ing-contesg.

{ ol
)\ = -

John Raybern Zierold




THE JOHN HENRY HAMMER SONG
A

Mrs. Sidney Wilson, Minnehaha Springs, w y.

Wilson obtained this version from her brother, a man well aca:

construction camps in the South.

This old hammer, - - huh,
Killed John Henry, - - huh;
This old hammer, - - huh,
Killed John Henry, - - huh;
This old hammer, - - huh,
Killed John Henry, - - huh;
Killed him dead, - - huh.

Ain’t no hammer, - - huh,
In these mountains, - - huh;
Ain’t no hammer, - - huh,
In these mountains, - - huh;
Ain’t no hammer, - - huh,
In these mountains, - - huh;
Rings like mine, - - huh.

Take this hammer, - - huh,
And give it to the walker, - - huh;
Take this hammer, - - huh,
And give it to the walker, - - huh;
Take this hammer, - - huh,
And give it to the walker, - - huh;
For I’'m goin’ home, - - huh.

I told Hattie, - - huh,

To whip - a those children, - - huh;
I told Hattie, - - huh,

To whip - a those children, - - huh;
I told Hattie, - - huh,

To whip -a those children, - - huh;
Make 'em mind, - - huh,

"Cause the penitentiary, - - huh,
Is full o' people, - - huh;




HENRY ON THE CHESApgp
ik AND OHIO RAILWAYy . 'KE

A factual basis for the Henry tradition on the Chesapeake

) : in West Virginia required the €Mploymens

e R'zhr::fhirllery together, if not continuously at least o f
'lab(‘)t; a:O nstruction from 1870 to 1873. If rock-drilling on B
\l«?asI done altogether by hand drills or altogether - Steam gy

lict between the two kinds of work obtaine 4

:g;:ir}:; :o;'az ::\Ir}; no real basis tl]ere'. That the OPPOPtunity, h ._
for such a conflict did actually exist has more than legendary o
In the second half of the 19th century hand labor was &“‘Nejit”’
widely in tunnelling, and in some cases the hanq dri].l was ol
exclusively. ) Steam drills-came n?to fairly gerier_a! use in the th
quarter of the century, particularly in heavy tunnelling, oty in Eypge
and America. On the Mt. Cenis Tunnel they Were put ¢, work T8
full during 1861”, and remained to the complgtlon of the tunng|
years later.®) Their next successful use Was in the Hoosae Tunnel;
where the Burleigh drills were introduced in

: 1860.%) In 1879 the
were introduced into the Nesquehoning Tunnel, with marked Success, 1)
From 1872 to 1875 the

Ingersoll drills were employed with the Bur]eig-li
compressors successfully in building the Musconetcong Tunnel sy ~

About this date hand drills and steam drills were brought together
on several lines. inci i ',
with twenty-six important tunnels. Ip some of them hand drills were
used in the heading, and in others on the bench, supplementeq by
steam drills. ) In actual practice, of course, the two types of drilling
were employed together wherever the steam drill was tried out in

: 27

") Port Henry Tuppel on the New York and Canada, 1874—76, and
by han J;;nclTon the Western North Carolina Railway, 1870, were built
bﬁl 3 'unncllill r;lgti ;') 976, 982. In Mount Wood and l'l':];
he Western 5o0; 00 “all dri g was done by hand”. Journa

2 fumnenostety ot Eagh, v dong by bt

lbld.,gpp. 165, 974, Tunnel
5 Drinker, resident engineer of the Musconetcong

The Rail
P Tunnciiiag: oo VIl (une 5, apaphe; Mus
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44
conductor 35 years on a freight train on

: 2y / the C _
’ ]\.‘ ;iillf‘“' and Clifton Forge. I am now retireqd e and O Railroaq
petwees T 0. on the pension
.

« C and
4 fist c;f t(l)ltl ottlt‘- of my eyes hurt by a piece of rock flying in it wi
Jping 10 puild Lewis Tunnel, wh:?h 15 not far from Big Bendtrzr:l was
%0 he¥ bove here on the C and O Railroad. 1 have been troubled witp ..’
N&b clel:scb ever since, but I lost the sight of my best eye first, and now I :;:
[ g .
I*‘-ﬂ' bl Sam drill was used for a while in building Lewis Tunnel, ang |
S RNl the stational) engine that furnished steam for it. The drill couq b
» o pench only, and was not a success there, and .

it gave way to
ng rocks in the

the hand drills. Later I ran the stationary engine for |if

haft and pumping water.
|n one way or afnother many people were Kkilled in building Lewis
Tunnel: many were killed from careless blasting. There was 2 graveyard
puilt there along with the tunnel, and one in Big Bend Tunnpel too.
Bob Jones was the best steel-driver in Lewis Tunnel, but not much
than some of the others in there with him. They usually sang a
song they had composed on their work, or the foremen, or some fToaset
men around the camps. They called one of them Liza Dooley, and

made a song on her.

This report of tl}e 'hand drill as the important tool at Lewis Tunnel
puts the type of drilling there in line w1t}§ that employed generally
on the road. A newspaper of the state gives “from Big Sandy to
White Sulphur, a distance of at least 200 miles, the clink of the
drill-hammer ... heard from early in the morn to eve”?) The
e offx;:ia;}l rgc?rgs of t}}rle road make no exception to the

use of hand labor in that work. 8)
~ Mr. Hill's connection with machine-drilling on the road is highly
significant. With the steam drill established in tunnelling by 1870,
#ad the general airing of its marvels in engineering journals and local
sewspapers, *) those responsible for the extension of the Chesapeake
#d Ohio across West Virginia could not escape giving it a trial. The
Selef of Shanley, the contractor of Hoosac Tunnel, that the expense
:thor there would have been “fully three times the cost
mackine-drilling”,*) and Hoosac Tunnel was well on toward
by 1870, could not be ignored by the Chesapeake and Ohio
: !'ﬁmt bonds were being sold on Wall Street. ) Their report
full use of all up-to-date methods:

hn he grest want of trained mechanical labor at that time in the

w- e tusnel experience upon the work of the several lines
- Mgy B0 the Chesapeske and Ohlo cannot be said to have departed

Wheot ) -
H ' ing AL Oct. 3, 1871
'..'l!‘e“l.'l‘lltzfl‘lr‘-|l Wheeling, W Va..

1'1‘""" lllr“lfcu{ft Dec 30 1870, Lynchburg

Binine, Sept 22 w71

S8acllia e
t“ "‘tf,“ “ial‘ g : "\J.tll l‘k"“la “‘ V" M"\:h 1} 'm
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) &
materially from the routine of construction of other ﬁfst-class -
roads of the same period. 2) -y Je - Untajy

ing favored the introduction of steam rills op

betwft;fr{glongand 1873. Through .the development of the co::;r:s‘;id
system at Mt. Cenis Tunnel, their successful use i mﬂﬂelling or
been noted in Europe for_' nine years. They had beep used with Mark
success for four years in the Hoosac Tun.nel of MaSSaChusett ed
had just been introduced with great promise into the N
Tunnel. They were therefqre a necessary part qf the €Quipment o
building first-class mountain roads of that period.

That steam drills were actually used at Lems_ Tunnel, a5 reporteq
by Mr. Hill, is shown by newspaper accounts during 1871, |y Jaﬂllary
of that year, the Richmond Dispatch noted that “at the Lewis
tunnel, or Jerry’s run, the contractors have put the Steam  drijjg &
operation”. %) In November following, Charles Nordhoff, formm?—
editor of the New York Post., who at the time was mm,,a. 2
trip along the Chesapeake and Ohio across West Virginia and wgj
a series of letters on the progress of work on the road, re
to Lewis Tunnel “in which several of Burleigh’s drills are at worl
These records cover a period of practically nine months,

Both types of tunnelling, then, were employed together o
road between 1870 and 1873, thus satisfying the major
of a factual basis for the Henry tradition in its constructi
innovations of this sort among hand labor would be fo
drilling-contests between the old and the new was the thing to
That such a contest, the basic episode of “John Henry”,
took place as celebrated in popular report has every reasa
fluence from these circumstances in its favor, and should ng
much further evidence for its authenticity.

y

seem to be in error; but he has the support of the chief
that work, that they failed: '
led in the tunnel, but unsuccessfully.” 16) This state
establishes Mr. Hill, who had a part in testing the
throws damaging light on the assumption that
mentioned in the Richmond Dispatch as
n;:rk at ﬂ:.;:f tiuhnnel in January were the Burleigh
. ~ovember following, and favors th
several steam drills were experimengod with at Lewis
W Tunnelling, n a4 !




W v

4
> 3
3

L
]
M%‘h\ ) January and November, and pnssilﬂy in April, and very
!mti b entioned thers before and after these dates.'®) -
hh ably B s e steam drill in all probability was tried out
| ime, and Big Bend, the largest tunnel
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ain advantages to offer. The rock of Big Bend
at of Lewis Tunnel, ') and different results might
rom the machine, with the promise of a larger
¢ sales upon its adoption there. \ _
led documentary proof for the steam drill at Big Bend
s not to exist. The only possible reference of the sort
rs in an account of the work there about the time the
tunnel was completed: “Unavoidable contmgencies, such as foul air,
preaking of machinery, &c., have delayed this part of the work con-
siderably.”” ** That breaking of machinery” can have such value is
it would mean too great reliance on the steam drill

very doubtful. .
to accord with known facts. In the absence of anything better for
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&‘: an understanding of the circumstances at Big Bend, testimonial data
b.lﬂ'. must be allowed.
Ty Neal Miller,??) son of Andrew Jackson Miller, a native of the
{ g g community, lives about a mile up Hungart’s Creek, which joins/Green-
- brier River gt the east end o_f Big Bend Tunnel. He was a member of
sty a large family. Three of his brothers “followed” the railroad. Two
™ are on the Norf91k and Western., one an engineer and the other a
b h"l %a;‘:;ter. Th(;: th;:rd was an engixinger on the Chesapeake and Ohio
P ailway, and a few years ago his train almost smothered him to
:l!. : death in Big Bend Tunnel,” with the result that he died about four
H“ -t :mgnat(l;{s1 l:lt:r. In hl; Eelghb(ﬁrhood Neal Miller is regarded as having
mory and being honest.
Mr. Miller says that i '
. £ ; y at he worked in Big Bend ‘“off and on”
‘. - p carrying water and steel for the workmen, and knew John Henry there’
5 ’-i ling:r S:Vd Jcl'hn Her.u'y.drive steel in Big Bend Tunnel. He was a great.
o “i v ;hlacl: :f:iioi::gmngl son;; old song when he was driving steel. He
et B e e Bl o old, 6 feet high, and weighed meag
_ ‘g were and Phil Henderson, another bi
e B it 5aid ’ er big Negro, but not so high
’ : that they were f i B
- " Phil Henderson Hra o rom North Carolina.
contest with e steel for John Henry when he drove in

th :
beat the steafn S;:.al;nbdnll at the east end of the tunnel. John
- - Decause it got hung in the seam of the rock

;:‘ve;ih with h-is wife at our home, was the foreman
¢ outside of the tunnel where John Henry

¢ of
Nm was the experi
the machines Xperience at Hoosac Tunnel.- The Brooks Gat

were |
hodrill i N, wtroduced there in June, 1366, and replace

ovember followi :
nes w : owing. Tunnell
‘ﬁm in the § ul‘:; discarded at Hoosac, Did thlcnlga‘mﬁ'actulsoreig

h:'&:”"is D 96%
Chbrier |y
(Neal™) Miler, T.}L;&’f{,}“%:_" June 1, 1872,

the work
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LY

beat the steam drill, and Mike Breen was the foreman on the insige
ea o

i
e :
- t’lljll::elst::: drill was brought to Big Bend Tunnel as ,, s

d failed because it stayed broke all the time, or hung yp 5 .
a:d it could be used only on bench drill anyway. It was brough¢ to ¢
a

| when work first commenced there, apg he
east aniin cﬁl :htfmtr:];fle" was thrown aside, and the engine was t:;(esn “f::er
.L;ar;::d carried to shaft number one, where it took- the place of "
:)f horses that pulled the bucket up in the shaft with a windlass_ m

John Henry used to go up I:Iungart’s Creek to see a2 white Womap
--or almost white. Sometimes this woman would go down o the tuppy
to get John Henry, and they went back together. She Was callegq Johy
Henry’s woman ’round the camps. ) )

John Henry didn’t die from gettmg too hot in the contest With the
steam drill, like you say. He drove in the headmg a long time after
that. But he was later killed in the tunnf:l, but I findn’t see him killeg,
He couldn’t go away from the tunnel without letting his friends know
about it, and his woman stayed ’round long after he disappeared.

He was killed all right, and I know the time. The boys ’roung the
tunnel told me that he was killed from a blast of rock in the heading,
and he was put in a box with another Negro and buried at night under
the big fill at the east end of the tunnel. A mule that had gotkilled
in the tunnel was put under the big fill about the same time.

The bosses at the tunnel were afraid the death of John Henry would
cause trouble among the Negroes, and they often got rid of dead Negroes
in some way like that. All the Negroes left the tunnel once and wouldn’t
go in it for several days. Some of them won’t go in it now because
they’ve got the notion they can still hear John Henry driving steel in
there. He’s a regular ghost ’round this place.

His marks in the side of the rock where he drove with the steam
drill stayed there awhile at the east end of the tunnel, but when the
railroad bed was widened for double-tracking they destroyed them. 20)

The Hedrick brothers, George, seventeen, and John, twenty-
three, were living with theijr father within a few hundred yards of
Big Bend when work began on the tunne] in 1870, and remained there
while it was under construction, George still lives there, but for the
last few years Jopp has lived with his daughter’s family in Hinton,

I often saw John Henry drive steel out there.
t0o, when they brought it to east end of the tunnel,

“'t e m
- estimon b report in Sept, 1925, :
- Sep 'ﬂu‘at y of Otoro e Hﬁﬂk? ’Tilcou, W, Va_.fhwt:. M
' U] lm- C
Y When | made my Hnuftrlp to the tunnel in 1925,
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\\ a8
| didn't see John Henry when he drove in th o
I\ boult it right after. My brother saw it, © ORI o N, hearq
A 3 . memory is Phil Henderson and Joh
My memor) John Henry ¢
\\\\ the steam drill. That was the usual way of dlriv'ingrc::treeeltU‘gether e
gt.kl [ saw John Henry drive steel. He was black and 6‘ feet 11:1 the. }unnel,
,\h Jd, and weighed 200 or a little more. He could sing aqlgh.‘ 35 years
)\ cou'ld drive steel, and was always singing when he was in*th\;tltl as he
\i\ iCan't you drive her, - - huh?’ unhel=-
. ick brothers are sober men of :
% The Hedric _ ( Ot good practical se
I‘\ judgeme“t' George is about six feet tall, stands erect, anbdnf:eiar;ld
Y| around two hundljed pounds, and must have been a superior man f%ts'
‘. -ears ago. John 1s not quite so tall, but has a larger £ bk
yea g€r Trame and muscle
He was twenty-three when the tunnel was begun, and was un-
", questionably well fitted for a responsible job among the gangs there
lh‘ He speaks with the authority of a tunnel boss: - '
R I was manager of the wood-work in putting through Big Bend Tunnel,

and built the shanties for the Negroes there in the camp. The first work

e at Big Bend Tunnel was making the survey, and I helped with that. Then
 wy men came to put down the shafts, and took rock from them 50 feet down
Qﬁ to send away for contractors to examine when they were making contracts
1Y for the work on the tunnel. Menifee put down the first shaft. When he

came | went with him to help him find the place. 1 worked there till
the tunnel was all completed.

I knew John Henry. He was a yaller-complected, stout, healthy fellow
from down in Virginia. He was about 30 years old, and weighed 160
or 170 pounds. He was 5 feet 8 inches tall, not over that.

He drove steel with a steam drill at the east end, on the inside of
the tunnel not far from the end. He was working under Foreman Steele,
and he beat the steam drill too. The steam drill got hung up, but John
Heary was beating him all the time. I didn’t see the contest, because it
was on the inside of the tunnel, and not very many could get in there.
I was taking up timber, and heard him singing and driving, and he was
beating him too.

John Henry stayed ’round the tunnel a year or two, then went away
“omewhere. | don’t remember when he left. He had a big black fellow
*#h him that drove steel, but he couldn’t drive like John Henry.

John Henry was there 12 months after the contest. I know. He was;
® when the hole was opened between shaft 1 and 2. Henry Fox pu
hole through, and then climbed through it. He was @ forema;,
B4 the watch that Johnson offered for the first man to ggt througt;
& from shatt 2, and people on the other side pulled him throug
ot off all his clothes. t work.
dou't believe u singl { killed at Big Bend Tumuel at
A boy ey s gle man go | air. A man waskilled
" Ly, Bond ;& shaft, and one died from ;OU air.
unnel, ) but none in Big Bend. wot popular of

M :
'hl' three witnesses are giving direct testimony, ;
\'M, They are nlf_n bﬁllud-singcm and general l'epmll

d Tunnel

" A Beuel on the line a short distance west of Big Ben

EFERE

Y
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: itions, but represent the stable citizeney
tQn-esti‘n(f}ef c%l:llmgrﬁ;' In a court or forum of that locali?)? th
ﬁ':?: the support of good character and general reliability in " mg
of dispute coming under their observation.

The explanation Mr. Miller malges of the‘steam drill at Big g
and the subsequent use of the engine from it recalls My, Hilpg P
periences with the machine at Lewis Tunnel. Hijs account of J°h;
Henry’s death and burial is of a hearsay character,.and has g nly
the value of a report at the time. He is n_ot alone ip mahng
report, however, and his account o_f the‘ tragic tone _of the
seem more real eventually. Mr. Miller is no apologist, and pq
worshipper, for John Henry or anybody e!se, as 11%3 tESﬁmony
cates. He has the characteristic mountaineer attitude toway
Negro, and regards the famous steel-driver as rather- vicious,
another Negro”, superior of course and able to claim hijg
when he was present, but remembers that he Was not always pr
His reference to Henry’s woman as “almost white” was but a
tionary after-thought to temper the- blow “white woman” for the
moment, and has no other value in his report. Later he talked marm
fully about the woman, whom he knew for several years. She
in a little house about two miles up Hungart’s Creek, and often
long trips visiting construction camps, usually of miners, alo
railroad. Confirmation of this account may be had from G, L
previously mentioned, who remembers her house, her name and far
and the man who “stood her” at Big Bend Tunnel, %) )

In his statement that John Henry sang “Can’t you drive her,
- - huh?” Georgg Hedrick makes 2 good claim for his acquaintance

. ®) O. F. Morton says of Negro slaves in Monroe County, which
includea the Big Bend community at the time the tunnel was begun: “The
ervants in the ‘bighouse’ looked down on the field hands, but both house
aad field servants looked down on the poor class of whites.” A History
of l:‘olms;oe County, p. 185 ff,
. 8 Page Edwards, a Ne ro living at Big Bend Tunmel, became
Jealous_ of his wife, a “bright muglatto wanan ofghandsome appearance,”
—— her, In 1907, Elbert Medlin, born in the larger Big Bend
- Sty about the time the tunnel was under construction, killed his
light mulam she seemed to prefer the other man. Medlin's father was
instincty t%_o6 and his mother 4 “white woman of low and dei{ld-ed
¥ : €y claimed that they were married in Ohio. J. H. Miller,
. 788 '
all, a native of Monroe bount 'iVes.n f a family

" n example of a
o white Bogne et 10 Virginia havins ) & by Negro men, and adds
driver” of the coach, “There were several instances
e, ang ll?e“:“] by black mep,” Sketches of H"f‘-’-{;{e’
wit *i0the United Stafes (1826), by a Travellery

p.
For the face n ,
a;,!% 'Wlhhﬁm ot Russell, «The Free Negrd

n IStorical gng 'pi.ﬁ',';."_l ,kajlnn xaivonlt_y l_ﬂ.t-!ﬁ-



389

1

N ’ drive her home, my boy?” was published /i

\ wCan ;u,{;uby the miners in building the tunnel?. %) v,
beer

ick makes even a better claim for hi "
k'& JOhnHt:egr correct in saying that “Menifee ;.11: rgc?\rrx?r!;hgfﬁtget
W\ wnnf-’f; and in Menifee’s purpose in doing it.®s) Building shanties
§ A shaft, workmen, surveying, ar}d sinking shafts for rock to be useé
.:‘i for th; acting for its construction characterize the first work at the
J ;:n;ﬂi: facts that will not be questioned. Fox) and Steele ') were
!‘ foremen at the tunnel, and the former was in charge when the opening
& i made from shaft one tot shaft two, as Mr. Hedrick states.
M Testimony_ of this sort is not altogether hearsay stuff, and can
N pardly be denied value in showing the employment together of the

inds of labor at Big Bend. These men are certain that they
t:: EL' two types of dn_lls at the tunnel, and that a contest tooi
slm between them. Their evidence is of about equal value.
B In their statements for Henry’s presence, they are supported by
two other witnesses, George Jenkins and D. R. Gilpin, who claim
that they worked in the tunnel. These two men were not there when
the tunnel was begun, but came later and saw less.

Mr. Jenkins2¢) says that he is a native of Buckingham County,
Virginia, that he went with his father, a blacksmith, to Big Bend
soon after the tunnel was started, that he worked at first as “tool-
boy”, and that later his father got him a job in the shop to “sharpen
steel and other tools”:

John Henry was there when I went to Big Bend, and | remember
he was under Jack Pasco from Ireland. He was very black, and he’d weigh
about 160. Always singing when he worked. He was a sort of song-leader.
He was 30 or 35 years old.

I don’t know what he did when he wasn’t at work in the tunnel
| don’t know when he left the tunnel or where he went. No; I don’t
know anything about him driving steel against a steam drill. The tunnel
was all hand work.

Jim Brightwell ran the hoisting engine at shaft 2, and my brother fired
for him. Captain Johnson gave a barrel of liquor when they knocked
:Wlh the heading from shaft 2 to 3. Mose Selby stabbed John Hunt

day, but didn’t kill him. [ saw Hunt in Roanoke a few years ago.
. N:ku' one man killed in the tunnel. He was taking up bottom when
hj fell from‘ overhead and killed him dead. 1 don’t remember what
J him, sent him home to his people I suppose.

T
T
T

=

:%“"*lin Herald, Hinton, W. Va. Jan. 1, 1874.
cgr"“b”er Independent, Jan. 22, 1870.
‘ ha :1“”’"‘ Gazette, Nov. 2, 1872.

".'h"Ll!. 1 Enry, p. 3. Dr. Johnson quotes from Border
= ? lnw'::' not been able to find the (lllles of this newspaper,
Y, v, | °'0 the time often quoted from it.

s :i A ‘: enkins, 75 years old, of Montgomery, W.

., 4




s came out of the tunnel some of them wers o
mmé?.,"::eﬁuﬁmd and stayed blind. Most of them got ‘:;u
g so. They put a cover over their heads for a e
. d?h o\r burnt lard oil and blackstrap in the tunne] for lights,
Aft:i Big Bend was in I flagged on the work train he o
Sulphur and Hinton about a year. Then 1 went with my father to
on a tunnel at King’s Mountain, Ky. No.; I knew john Henry Only
Bend. | don't know what became of him.

. Gilpin *) is on the pension list of the Chesapeake ¥
Raihﬁ;. Hf can:e to Big Bend, he says, from Knﬁxyille, T:;:’ C
his father, a well-digger who had be.en.successful in sey W,
of the South before the Civil War in sinking wells through rock
water. His father was brought to the tunnel by Johnson, COntrac. .
whose efforts to put down shaft one had been checked by v
rising in it, and remained as a sort of boss or director of deities
and blasting in the heading.3) Mr. Gilpin says that he Wl‘hd
along with his father, carrying water and steel for the wo '

He remembers John Henry, and describes him as black, apoy
six feet tall, and weight “as much as 200 pounds, but not fat”,
“thick lips and the prettiest set of white teeth I ever looked at”, He

adds that Henry, like the others, usually kept his shirt off when he
drove in the tunnel:

I know that he was from North Carolina, for he used to get Pearce,
my brother-in-law and a foreman in the tunnel, to write letters for him
to his people there. Pearce liked John Henry because he was sensible
and used good manners, and keen and full of good jokes, and he could
sing and pick a banjo better than anybody else I ever saw.

My mother used to help out when anybody got hurt in the tunmel
She’d come with clean cloths and medicine. She ran a bearding house
there at the tunmel, and baked bread for John Henry. He cooked the
rest of his food at the camp, but he couldn’t bake bread and Pearce asked
My mother to do it for him, Pd often carry it to him at his camp, and
he'd give me , little extra for carrying it.

g s¢en John Henry Playing cards, but I never saw him gambling,
and he didn’t swear like the other Negroes did when he was at work.

My half-brother, Jim Wimmer, drove steel in the tunnel, and he drove
with Jobn Henry when he : ’

could get the chance, because John Henry was
¥ good worker at driving J

' steel, and he was sensible and safe, a mas
:::\?d lild‘gnu?t, With a good €ye. There was not so much danger
d:nm-“lo:::h him in the hCﬂding like there was with some of the other

Henry was 4 reliable man i . : job.
w i an in danger or in a risky
hen the ﬂm:n lhc;le Was opened from shaft number one to the
tried * ! dipped the liquor for the steel-drivers. EverS
rw
_________“b PUt their bogs through the hole first, and they fought and

1':4“‘-'-: of D R Gilpin, Hinton, w. Va, was obtained .
'w#.“"""wmhmaummn-"‘

-
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F

J like mad men, John Henry was g mighty
| tell you. When they pushed my father through
through after him, and almost tore off one of
e Superintendent thnson gave me a suit of clothes b

| don't know a thing about John Henr
(e steam drill, and don’t think I ever saw one at-thc tu:,“ 4 contest with

H * g » 2 . fl(f . .
were used in the tunnel. They were using an engine at Shafi Hand drijs
o raise the bucket up when we moved to the tunnel, byt ity “;_“:b’er one

an't haye

any steam engine or steam drill in the tunnel,
The last time I saw John Henry, who was ¢ y
! all
was when some rocks from a blast fell on him i a‘;‘iﬂilg \}lohn Henry,
were covered with blankets and carried out of the tllnnelr ; egro’. They.
John Henry was killed in that accident because | didn’t he;;r Ofdﬁl'lt think
i

F

yelle

_’

Powerful map that day

1¢ hole, they pPushed mL:

f!?i;;
24

Y 4
-

-
V7
FoF .

£
#

127

L] buried, and the bosses were always careful in looki o l?eing
ng: and dead. They were afraid the Negroes would lea\l;r;gﬂ?:tetr the injured
h‘ I don’t know what happened to John Henry after that unnel.
Yo He may have left for a while and then come back again agcident, tl,wugh.
H.. | always thought John Henry died in the tunnel, but | did,;:t ll:n I can’t say.
14 @ about his death. I don't remember seeing John Henry after tohw anything
-". rocks fell on him. I might have found out what happened to h_e day the
: tried then, but we were not allowed to i if 1 liad
.*. f A 20 round thc Camps aSkin
questt:ons about such things. Any man who walked around and talked abmﬁ
the hard life in the tunnel L
,.: B that's all was allowed to stay there about two days,
e Mr. Gilpi :
o P 111-;::1[?1 reglembers that Henry was the “singingest man I ever
g3 ) embers only a few stanzas of his song:
Tell the captain, - huh, I am gone, - huh,
|.‘ Tell the captain, - huh, I am gone, - huh,
‘U. Tell the cf'znptain,- huh, I 'am gone, - huh,
,‘ Big John Henry, - huh,
'1 Big John Henry, - huh,
. * Sev Big John Henry, - huh,
€n others were b ilt i ; ;
: At get e > uilt in the same style on these lines: “The captain |
D‘_‘ the town" “Th hoo fly up, shoo fly down”, “Shoo fly all ‘round
“This o}4’ IS old hammer a-singing”, “This old steel a-ringing”,

Bat Jopn 11t a-rolling”, and “I am getting dry”. Mr. Gilpin says
to dri;ffr): always sang “l am getting dry” when he wantt_:d
Heary used the and t,l’lilt as water boy he was supposed to carry it.
Mr. Oilpinc hub”, or grunt, to mark the strokes of his hammer.
"""&l a ¢ ,h""!“ "_“'t he got his “education” at Big Bend Tunnel.
a nut ":t"“’mffll!y on Big Bend times as Confederate soldiers
Wﬂlr and € Civil War, Unlike Mr. Miller, he is a !ICI‘O-
; John Henry and the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway
fight € once looked at a picture of Jack Johnson, thtf
Johy, “!m!‘ er, With full chest and muscled arms, and saw only
On) hiy . of u"‘ Bend days, just as the Confederate veteran
m“d}" of 1860 in the marching brigades of 1917.
™l little reminders of his connection with the road,
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- Rar tall ' , ) : 5
ride in wearing its service pins. Big Benq ;
;rf!dhit:k‘?orqd, and he knows the place' well. d is at the l‘“

He knew the two doctors who lived at Big

. nd at a
. hile the tunnel was under construction, thejr famil;
:"?ieélewof them afterwards. He remembered accurate] mﬂlesd‘ﬂtxm

ber of the foremen and other officials at { 2 suy ig o
Sy nhum rimeer who drove the first train throy h ,:lh tunngj, H
kn‘fjwhgsensnmi was South Mack, who is not infreq%entle tu’mﬁl, In:
is:lthe locality as Seth Mack. He explained how Mack loztr:;:
by inserting them into a break somewhere in his little .th"mh,
nfmliig it over and getting caught under it, to chegy :l‘:eglne. aftey
steam to keep from being “scalded to death” before he m&mﬁ
escued could
' The reason Mr. Gilpin offers for Johnson’s bringing hi
Big Bend is plausible enough. Water rising in the tunne? 'athuh
of the difficulties the engineers had in building it ), fia ;:;M
thatt one to e cast ead, but very pobnty R fune gy
sha one ’ - - y
water boy was the proper functionary when liquor _became 26k
for water, and lthwas usieddfreely ctm ls)ulc'h Oci;smnj\si thm“}
Border Watchman leads one to believe that Mr.
have reported a casuality list on this occasion: “We learn
hands on the East approach to Big Bend Tunnel and those

the ‘heading’ east from Shaft 1, having knocked out the rock
them, tried to knock out each other. Several parties were

stabbed.” 32),

The song “Shoo Fly” was widely sung on the minstrel

the early seventies. A Virginia newspaper observed: “Many p

who arc not in the habit of frequenting negro minstrel show:

expressed a desire to know what are the words of a song
reference is so often made in the newspapers, and the

which salutes the ear in every public place. It is a i

medley without rhyme or reason ... immensely pc

masses.” %) The Governor of West Virginia was repo;

a part of the song when he “Broke Ground on the

in that state.%) Moreover, “miners hoarsely sing

a-rolling” belong to the education of Mr. Gilpin at
echoes, although some of them may not be factual,

s not entirely a man of fiction 2

o ™ first trip to Hinton, in 1925, I mentione

but he ser Pin, Without pointing out specifically any

seemed not to know the ballad. He remembered,

e ————

) The Greenbrier Ind :

account of the use of sumps and i g a:'; e
nry, p. 30, he w:

he Oreedbrjer Independent,

"’-"’1%.' s‘lu!iou spec‘l‘Of o ,.LL

Wheeling Intelligencer, April ﬂ ;-'
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4
. 5 iver’ d visit
\ f the steel-driver’s song. On a secon
E'*t \ jy a few Sfanz?:tec; I again introduced the ballad, and charac-
Q{x :go‘uf two )'f“rsfu“y_ Mr. Gilpin commented thus: “jol-m_ Henry was
t’.'q § terized it.l'afher He would sing about his woman, giving her. .hlS
5&\ JIWays smgmg-_n it in gold, gold at the White House, and giving
:h\- hammer, wasp PL gsitting on his mammy’s knee, watermelon smxllqg.
%,\' it to his WOTa]]’the captain I am gone, and like that.” But he did
[N \ on the \"Ef;ceea single stanza of the ballad, and seemed not to be
: t repro
b | .
able to- ion of Henry’s woman had been raised, but no mention
‘?}Q Th‘; ?ﬁfs\mte House, although allusion to it is found in several
: - 2 = 1 H
' :::f: 3f the ballad. And “gold at the White House” is unique in

¥/

h a5 ined: “The White House is where the President
| qhe mdlzoni—[;f-yezﬂ?lgﬁg other Negroes there in the tunnel used to
;:Zs'agsu: it, and abo,t:t going there. They used to sing about Fred
Douglas up there too. ho: 2
He knew Henry’s woman, {md several others equally important

in building the tunnel, and contributed rathgr full accounts of Lu- - -
Liza Ann---, Kate-- , and one called “Liza Dooley”, but thou.ght
this not her real name. Some of them claimed to be.half Indian.
One had long, straight, black hair, and another red hair. One was
2 fortune-teller and banjo-picker, a woman of unusual vivacity, a
sort of pagan beauty, who played at dances and on other occasions
of jolification, not infrequently for slightly mixed crowds, He
remembered the following stanzas from her singing:

Pm going down to town,

Pm going down to town,

Pm going down to Lynchburg town,

To carry my baccer down.

Baccer selling high,

Selling at a dollar a pound,

And nobody wants to buy.

I pawn my watch,

And 1 pawn my chain.

Oh go ‘long Liza, poor gal,

Poor little Lijzq Jane.

Up old Liza, poor gal

Up old Liza Jane,

Up old Liza, poor gal,

Up old Lizg Jane,

She lost her lover

2

Up o:dmd him again
24, poor gal,

Up old Lizs Jane. .

She lost ey lover

n the botop of the sea

Up old Liza, poor gal,

UP old Liza' june,




WHAT BECAME OF JOHN HENRY?

l-driver was a real man, a flesh and blood g,

If cttl:le lfam?ol::kSt;:rf in a drilling-contest at Big Bend,. asm&
N CEY LLORE EnOWERY TR 16 Ence’ Wit became of him
v nmong‘ ;o not know. Miller and Gilpin seem to think that pe died
e TG M Eredibk s quite certain that he did not, ang

“went away somewhere”’, i

saysAthsattrol;Z b‘:fief in !Jirenry’s death at Big Bend is shown by the
popular reports presented in the second chapter of this study. The
ballad mentions his death there. Among the Negr oes of the communi
nothing seems more real than his ghost. The ghost’s driving stee] in
the tunnel is highly significant of the manner, as well as the fact,
of his death, and modern ghosts are supposed to have such valyes. 1)
Bridge and tunnel ghosts may not always be, if ever, full adoptions,
or made from the whole cloth. And building Big Bend Tunnel made
possible the only plausible occasion for starting such a belief, factual
or fictitious. The character of the tradition seems to favor his actual
death there, from a drilling-contest, or in some other way.

The witnesses for Henry are certain of their acquaintance with

authority. This does not necessarily follow.

Among them only Gilpin claims the sort of acquaintance with the
steel-driver that would make 2 confusion between him and another
Negro at Big Bend hardly Possible, and Gilpin was late in getting
to the tunnel, Probably almost 1 year after it was begun. If the

ling-contest occurred early in the work there, as shown by th
; ear] y the
;fft’mony' and Henry died immediately as a result of it, the steel-
e ook his Place among the tunnel Negroes might have

_I‘t‘;sembled him very closely, and was almost certainly called John

) A case in po; :
months befor: ‘é‘igpiglel; Vs reported for a tunpel in the state about six

‘ d was be : ;
was “fu]p gun. Hempfield Ty 1, Wheeling
Sl of Eh:fsfge?f murdered mep Theypwere rep'ﬁ,'ifed r:;af,avjng beel;
mouth of the tunne| "8 murdered, s the men killed there were. ““At the
name is significant lf: e Juestered  spot known as Berry’s Hole. Its
fellows, | ’t“ :lrecord shows it to pe the watery grave of many
baffer, the blood-thirgty 'Y Of many of our readers the history of
i curderer, who lated his crimes
im ce i:fl:;:lb‘urg, is still fregh, The slau;; 3 :)f one of his
mediate o, erence 1o 4 unnel is we nown and is supposed to have
. :'I;"F::l]r:ncctof the ghost last week ... Other
r
¢ ligencer, j“|; l%? ;"agg nown to bear repetition.
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h v 4 € h (‘:‘EE'.'- obhs ey 4l .
Henry. He woul_d ave oe'n te]J j Henry there ——
Gilpin and Jenkins, and eventually best known to Miller oo ..
Hedricks, and they might easily havye accepted him ac + j"e: -
the contest because they had had no particular reason &, e
the original John Henry at all closely. Tr gedies S __E“ Ve
» - " " . -4 iIC vere
not matters for open discussion, and this might explais =
of Gilpin and Jenkins to hear anything said abogyt the comiest Tas
. g o g . ¢ st s
might also explain Gilpin’s failure o remember any stanza of the

hn Henry song mentioning the fact of his death. or ¢ P
'a,osingle stanza of the ballad. .
The theory that John Henry died in 2 second drilling -contest 2t
Big Bend seems less probable, and could hardly haye happened ;;.,hl..,u;
the knowledge of the witnesses for the steel-driver at the tunnel. The
introduction, however, of a second machine before the tunnel was
completed ufould have meant a second drilling-contest if Henry won
the first without any serious mury to himself, provided he was
there at the time. |
The drilling-contest established at Big Bend by the testimonial
data probably occurred in the summer or fall of 1870. The first work
;w:: ::ne (;nﬂ:he tuntr;]el ind J;mﬁryt of that year, beginning the last
€w days of the month, and |. M ogan states that he worked four
months there before the shafts were in and then returned to Ivanhoe,
and that he heard of the contest between Henry and the steam drill
when he went back to Ivanhoe. His departure from the tunnel,
therefore, was in the summer or early fall, and he heard of the con-
testdsoon after. The fact that it occurred at the cast end of Big
Nd, according to the testimony, shows that it took place early in
mm“i'ork on the tunnel, and that was the first section of the tunnel
e l:u:tedi Between the summer or fall of 1870 and the completion of
. dmnel in Jupe, 1872, was a period of practically two years in
ith a seconq drilling-contest could have taken place.
€ steam drill wags 4t Lewis Tunnel in January and November,
the Possibly p Al?ril, of 1871, and also very probably in 1870 about
dril arl ctWa.s being tried at Big Bend. The probability is that the
being 1 o crized as a failyre af Lewis Tunnel, but mentioned as

: Y way of .
“artieq Y of experiment. Such tests, as well, may have been
Men u&’;?f‘&' Bend. The two tunnels were constructed by different
M, ce TRETENE contracts, and their character differed in the
'ill!l shale” for the machine. Big Bend was drilled through
| , :ﬂd wis Tunnel through “hard sandstone with
e Woulq not. ). e failure, therefore, of the drill at Lewis

Wa B COntegs X Nave meant jts failure at Big Bend; and the second
. "“—‘%'fmble’-.‘:;thmf;e death of the steel-driver as a result,

have occurred.




an effort to account for the discrepanoy between ¢
and ﬂ%cqr;)(:;fllar report of Henry’s death as a result of l;ietestmwny
contest, the theory that the steel-driver met hijs death i o " 0t'l: .
way at the tunnel and that the report of the event became confy .
with that of the contest through oral transmission seems mied
probable. It leads to an inquiry as to the actual conditions undre
which the tunnel was built. er

The testimony is highly suggestive but inadequate for 4 full upge,
standing of the tragic circumgtances at Big Bgnd, as becomeg in:
creasingly evident as one examines the construction of heavy tunneg
in Europe and America during the second half of the 19¢h centyr
The startling number of casualties from building Mt, Cenis apg thé
Hoosac tunnels®) indicates the incorrectness of such a Statement 5
that of John Hedrick that none was killed in Big Bend. Miller's report
that bodies of Negroes killed in the tunnel, along with that of a mule,
were buried in the big fill at the east portal is much Jesg improbab]e,
Many of the foremen and other officials on the road had been in the
Confederate Army. It was not always convenient there to bury the
dead properly, or to advertise the casualty list as a means of keepin
up the morale of the forces. That it was necessary to protect the
morale of the Negroes at Big Bend and that those in charge were
not always equal to the task can hardly be doubted. A brief account
of the circumstances there will show that the place was not in the
least inviting. Miller’s statement that all the Negroes refused to go
into the tunnel for several days on one occasion seems to be common
knowledge in the neighborhood. It was the only detail the widow of
Jeff Davis, previously mentioned, could remember at all distinctly
about the construction of the tunnel when I visited her in September,
1925, ¢)

Nordhoff states that the laborers on the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway were mostly Negroes, ignorant, and “much crowded together”
in the tunnels, °) The number of such laborers in Big Bend during
the two years and a half of itg construction was probably about 1,000.
The number for Musconetcong Tunnel was 1,000,¢) and that for
Hoosac, 90, ') Big Bend is about one-third longer than the former,
and one-third of the length of the latter. But the labor of Hoosac
Tunnel was “chiefly of the kind termed ‘skilled labor’, the underground
workers being, for the most part, regularly bred miners (a large
porportion of them being of the very best Cornish miners).”*) Big

nd was built with ignorant « g ik LY
together” in the tunneig, » Superstitious Negroes “mu

B s !

I .

‘) A similar gef on the rlun of laborers at Midland Tunnel was noted
l\l’/ﬂtrl ‘Bencer, March 8 1871, i
The Rallre cekly 7T fibune, Oct, 18 and Nov, 1, 1871

J 5 3a7ette, VIl (June. 1875), 241,
3 SR e Fraakci Institute, XCI(1871), M8
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following lines, under the title “Big Bend Tj - _
with?;:ologies by a local t"?twspapel' about six mon}(?ll:sat;te)r p’ttll'lzhif)l:g
s completed across i SLENS, WER Wrttien Présumably by an emplo
“thc tunnel, and is the only published account from the ins‘I:j yee
at Bend known to exist: ide of
Big Big Bend times now pass before me,
Tunnel scenes of long ago:
With the loose rock hanging o’er me
More dangerous far than human foe,,
Days that knew no time of leisure,
Days from working never free;
When the hopeful dreamed of pleasure,

When the tunnel through should be.
Fancy hears the hammers ringing - -
Sounds that now my dream annoy - -
And the miners hoarsely singing
‘Can’t you drive her home, my boy?’
Hears the bosses loudly swearing

At some idler whom they see,

Who plainly is not caring

When the tunnel through should be.
What though looser roofs beset me,
Though down deeper shafts 1 go;
Yet I never will forget thee,
Number two, of long ago.

And when railroad life is ended,
Oh! what pleasure we could see,

If we owned the means expended,
That the tunnel through should be.

That Big Bend was not altogether a pastoral scene has support
from the inside of Mt. Cenis. In that tunnel “one was almost
smothered so great was the heat; the smoke from the blasts became
% thick that the light of the lamps was visible no farther than a few
#eps” The writer describes blasting there: “Suddenly an infernal
Bose burst upon us from the end of the gallery. One would have
¥3d that ten thousand hammers were falling simultaneously on their
-'ﬂ?. A sharp whistling sound made itself heard above this clamor,

you to the very marrow.” ') Clouds of “yellow smoke come
ﬂimsh the tunnel in such density and volume as to be
¥ painful” ') The inferno of St. Gothard was hardly more
Witing: Ay the work progressed the temperature rose and the air
hm vitiated, until visitors were rarely permitted to Ienter
Borges the sheer danger of being in such an atmosphere, and ““:
wﬂ the job died at the rate of ten a month. The scene in the
\\*‘M tunnel grew to resemble an inferno, men going about

arg.: Mountajn Merald, Hinton, W. Va, Jan. 1, 1874,

Efy Saturday, Oct. 14, 1871,
'huli., Intelligencer, Dec. 30, 1870,

i
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24 o from Tennessee. The last time he heard of him he

He was 4 ncdgrri\_er somewhere in Kentucky.”

s & S el ntributor, Mr. W allace, 1°) teshfles. to the sort of

wa Anofhe;hactoqualiﬁes him to speak with authority on the Henry

sperience

::og;e: team shovel operator or ‘runner’, and have heard steel drivers
] am a St€ all my life, and there are probably lots of verses 1 never

sing John Hf';?(; to be that every new steel driving ‘nigger’ had a new
it u

johnpei;lse;:';-]y knew John Henry, but I have talked to lots of

| never did. 1 have been told by some old Rail Road construction
old timers who Her;ry and John Hardy were the same man and by some
men that JDII}:‘V were not, but I believe that John Hardy was his real
others that teéll worked on the C & O Ry. for Langhorn & Langhorn
name. He ac ‘;0 {irive 0 feet of steel faster than the steam drill could in
and was able Then later he was hanged in Welch, W. Va. for

. nel.
&frdBrfs; :-u,:an After shifting out the ‘chaff’ think I can assure you
murde j

e :bzzsglshec;ge:;e two songs sung mostly in the same section of the
country that is, West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and North
Carolina, seldom elsewhere except by men from one of the above states.
| have worked all over the South, South West, and West, and have heard
the John Henry song almost ever since I could remember, and it was an
old song the first I ever remember of it...

This shift of the drilling-contest to Big Bend Tunnel satisfies
the ballad account of the event, but the belief in Henry and Hardy
as the same man starts something else. The report, however, is
purely a popular one, and it seems that the Langhorn construction
company had their first contract on the road near Big Bend Tunnel
in 1894,%) about a quarter of a century too late for the origin of
the fradition in the construction of the tunnel. Earl Smith,?) who
contributes a version of “John Hardy”, indicates that Mr. Wallace
i§ not alone in identifying Henry as Hardy: “l think you will find

Hardy and Henry the same man, under different names.”

Jections to this: identification of John Henry are too numerous
% Wncluded in this work. A good example of them is that of
A : “l am telling you all I know about John
o 4 negro from the state of Virginia. He was not
John Hardy. He could [ift a four ton car Lit h that
Would go in’ the g ir ton car lift so muc a
& 0, tunnel » M'g ound up to his inkles. He was killed in
Griver o Virginia with 16 Hayes has probably confused the steel-
I one of the lifters of Kentucky or Tennessee.

FB‘
Efzﬁgg
&
a
s
=
g
g
<

C)w
3 - Jallace, Charl
Sy, 0. l SCott, Tytee arleston, W, va.
h‘l. A Wlm{.n. oft, W, v, states that he furnished the Lan
Yo w X ghorns
o0 job on the road near the east end of Big Bend

% Pl
babey 3y V. Va,
H"“' L‘.‘k,; K".
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equally typical is that of C. H. Board 1 .
:;kjnOhenxa,_Tffnlfy \?ras : black man. He was not related t.;z Jor::':fa'“‘&:
Him and Milton Brooks was !Ittle rela:c)ed. He was from the ¢ a ry.
South Carolina. He died driving steeI: of

The confusion of John-Hardy with John Henry i il
problems in the Henry tradition. How well.he measureg
popular character of John Henry can be easily shown,

Lee Holley, of Tazewell, ergmla, who claimed to be 6
old when he made his report in 1925, offersf a strong obje
such an identification, an objection with a kick:

Pve lived ’round here all my life. P've been acquainteqd with the campg
in this section forty or fifty years. I remember seeing John Hardy Pretty
often, and know all about him.

He was black and tall, and would weigh about 200 pounds, ang Wag
27 or 8 when he was hung at Welch over in McDowell County. He was
with a gang of gamblers ’round the camps. Harry Christian, Lewis Rhodu‘
Copper Boots, and Ben Red, and Jim Mason, and others besides were |
about as bad as he was. They were all loafers and gamblers, and robbed
the camps at night often after pay-day. Harry Christian was hung for
killing Bill Crowe, and most of the gang got Kkilled sooner or later,

7 Years
Ction

Tunnel. John Henry was the famous steel-driver there in building that
tunnel. I heard Bob talk about him severa] times, but Bob’s dead now,
He’s been dead ten years. I know John Hardy didn’t drive steel in _
Bend Tunnel; he couldn’t because he wasn’t old enough when it was built,

and he didn’t work anyway. He got his living gambling and robbing ’round
the camps.

NMewspaper records from that section on the occasion of his execution,
January 19, 1894, for the “cold blooded”” murder of Thomas Drews,
also colored, at Shawnee Camp, near Eckman, McDowell County,
West Virginia, early in 1893. His conviction followed on October 12th
of that year. The hanging took Place in sight of the jail in Welch,
and his body was buried near the Spot. **) Who Hardy was, or where
he was from, is not known. :

The real ang popular Personality of Hardy, as it appears in his
documentary, testimonial, anqg ballad record, is that of an outlaw and
robber, fhe' Negro desperado around the construction camps of souﬂ]em
West Virginia near the close of the 19th century, and has very little
N common with that of Henry, the heroic workman. Their confusion

in oral tradition g hardly , phenomenal matter; the surprising thing

14
- j hud,ontea, Va.

‘ heeling Daily Re ister, Wheeling, W. Va, Oct. 13
::9'.:. lﬁhrﬁmg?' The later refexgnce ex{;lains e\sll;g,l“l“dy Killed D::‘:”
Woman, and the l.?‘ver Toviny ?ﬁ:n ¢: “Both were enamored of the s

I provin red Hardy's
v more favored lover, incur
;: B,::’: wicized the Pretext 05 falling out iy the game to work vengeance
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dh:'k"&h:u“’qb, Y

m&;h"‘{t st for while ballad scholars foung OcCcasion to add to this

L i 15 . 16 "

kg H% Q?Q_ confuslorhed)wme described his John Henry as «poy 2 real black map
W] h Dk, Mr. of a chocolate color”, and introduced 3 white man_ , Superior
g, %__,.; put mo{cer from Tennessee, who, he thinks, was named Duffin, apqd
by 1‘%‘,‘ l_‘;g St;zl-ﬁ;:h the aid of bad and stale air, forceq his
mm % k. wio,

nd champiop to the
I This event, real or fictitious, may have some bearing on the
1 tt:s"ﬁ'%}‘ ;{:plilar belief in John Henry as a white man from Kentucky o

1 Ten'}?:;ee}epor’ts from North Carolina are definite op the question
of Henry’s color. Mr. Kelley")_ writes: “] haye heard old mep talk
@l about John Henry that knew him. He was born n Tennessee apg
N, : was a white man. His steel driving buddy was Bep Turner. 18) By
lmumu where he worked I don’t know.” Mr. \_Xfebster ) adds: “The contest
: cﬁil&: between John Henry and the steam drill took Place in the Big Ben
hhhﬁh Tunnel on the C. & O. Railway .

-« He bet 3 thousand dollars that
.ﬁ&nbﬁm‘ he could out do the c’lrill, and did so, but died shortly afterwards.
% a2 gl i f;e Eas a u;hn;e“man.’ Mr. Webster fails to say where Henry got

. the thousand dollars.

ey Gt ":i Hazel Underwood %) of West Virginia, reports the Henry tradition
et ”'.ﬁi in her family:
ihlhf’;t My father has often told me about John Henry. He says he was j
pver e B wal M0 of about 35 years old, strong built, hag muscles was supposed to pe
“’hi;ﬁ 4 I[ke iron. He drilled holes in the big rock cliffs with his strong arms and
"wh 15 two har!uners one in each hand day after day.
I- i €T¢ IS no mistake about his

being a white man. Papa says his
tunnel on New River., Father says
hen he was a boy all about him and learned the song

the log camps, but had forgotten it till he heard
Record we p

. ave, it is just art of it. Mamma and Pa

s ﬂky an’t believe this is all, : %

has 4 Popular ring, ang somewhat less authority than

T€8OrY, 1) another West Virginian, who reports the “old
Ohn Henry”, and who claims that John Henry

. bt _Ohll Hard ” ¥ " X mﬁ.

e H._i‘(e"ﬁy, Har{is’bu!:?lrsl[,o(lfg'cal Quarterly, IX,

See el Henyy, Probable fﬁgat Joe Turner hag something to do with
C ot ang :lln“ & white man and his connections in Tennessea?

.B"yu 0. The Ne ro and His Songs, p. 206ff.

-l;lia'fm :t'f' 'IAH AnthoﬁoE y, p- 40 ff, (1 fail to find”fhlf'

Mg thy in lhi: i("-:’l;lilnr‘l‘.,and Johnson's text of “Joe Turner”, or
fle, 4t

O¢ i supposed to have been a convict
t'V.m"ll'“ll. Morganton, N. ¢.
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27
ry was a white man, an American born Ep lish ’
His if:-li.:ht'-h‘-nzxin tbs at the age of 22, The muscle of hii armh);vfs"th‘
inches around. Many times .havc | seen his woman l?ut never Johq 2
ave worked in the mines for years with the Cary
l‘ﬂsmml, but have w ‘ 4 old We;shm
that sharpened tools for him by the.nzfm'e of B:I[.y McKenzie. an
John Henry was a native of Virginia and did actually iy himseg
driving steel at the Big Ben t}mne] e t.]“f C. & O. R R in the yea,eolf
1873. He was in the penitentiary for Killing a man and the contract,
got him out to drive steel. He was no rela!tlve of John Hardy 5 al?
I am near 70 years old, and I was a miner for a great many rear;
in the Kanawha Valley at Paint Creek after the C. & O. was built, Sl
that is the place I used to see John Henry’s wife a little ugly freckie
face woman. She would come around the mines where the work wag
going on. '
Mr. McKenzie’s widow *) says she does not remember that her
husband ever spoke of Henry or his wife in her presence. The “freckle
face woman”, however, will appear several times in a later chapter,
She has value here only as a possible influence in the belief in John
Henry as a white man and a criminal.
The same belief is reported from Virginia and Kentucky. Harvy
Hicks *4) writes: |
John Henry was a white man they say. He was a prisoner when he
was driving steel in the Big Ben tunnel at that time, and he said he
could beat the steam drill down. They told him if he did why they would
set him free. It is said that he beat the steam drill about two minutes
and a half and fell dead. He drove with a hammer in each hand, nine
pound sledge. ..
This is a popular report, and shows for Virginia more than an
individual belief in Henry as a white man with a past. That from
Kentucky is somewhat different. Mr. Barnett, 22) who claims a career
“working on railroads and ’round the coal-mines”, says that he has
always heard that either Henry or Hardy was a white man and a
“ruff’an” from Kentucky.

Mr. Thompson, *) a merchant, with contacts of another sort, has
heard o_f Henry and Hardy in Tennessee:
_ Having been born and raised in the state of Tennessee and, therefore,
::. !N:ﬂl;‘kulli cI:-c contact with the negro element there, it happt'ﬂ:
Ve heard these songs practical i I left tha
o M ey S RS practically all of my life, until
' I have been informed that John Henry was a true character all right,
.

whose vocation was driving steel durin ruction of
g the const
‘unnel on one of the southern railways. 1 heard the John Henry song

m. | did John Hardy. It has always been my understanding thet
¥ was & western Character, probably a train robber.

L1 ’
M’&'mm who divides her time among her children of

N : Vl..’. w. Va
387 Thimpsn safoly County Ky,
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) 28
::L ndoubtcdl_vf understands the “western character” to be 3 white
b\ He ¥
o man. »r contributors, both of West Virgini .
:I"\ ka; 1‘{“"%;}[}“ Mr. Peters*) “can not an:?’ zgzzidg;z: Hardy
: 1 ¢ . . e, N . & r y
X 28 1[:: ”ﬁmt Hardy was a “white man lived in Logan Countyy tt;:ilt
N """i“" He killed a man by theDna*ge of Vance®) over on the pi

< e. g 2y . 3 . f;

5;\ :sfaand}' River in a log camp. r. Cox obtained from 4 certain Mr.

er a “current report” in southern West Virginia
\\;\ W'alktrfiq‘; d\.cwho was a tough, a soloon frequenfer,
N JO~?rt of thug. He [Mr. Walker] thinks this John Hardy was .
kg man, and is sure that he was hanged later on for i(illing a

“'hltein Mc’[)owell County or across the line in Virginia.” 2)
i.,.‘ man[n a few of thpir songs, Henry and Hargiy seem to have rather
dlose white companions. A blue-eyed woma? Is the apparent cause of
"%yl the outlaw’s troubles in two versions of “John Hardy”, one from
&'\ North Carolina and one from lfentuck_y, -’f“)- and the steel-driver takes
=% leave of his blue-eyed “baby” in a Virginia text of the John Henry
N song. ) Although questlons.may be ralsegl about tl-ps motif as showing
' a belief in the two ballad figures as white men, it falls in line with
Ui the testimonial data, and' this angle to the Henry tradition cannot

b be ignored.
gl'he race of Hardy has been determined by his identification as
the Negro desperado hanged in 1894 in southern West Virginia, but
his confusion in oral tradition with John Henry and a notorious white
outlaw of that section must have an important bearing on the belief
in Henry as a white man, and possibly as a criminal also. Hardy might
well be the contact man. Mr. Walker reported a white John Hardy, a
sort of thug”, hanged for murder in McDowell County or across
the line in Virginia, and Mr. Barnett has always heard that either
Z‘f“g or Hardy was a “ruff’an” from Kentucky. The identification
'S man is important.

In 1925 Ben Hardin was featured in a newspaper of that locality.
- Morton, a small boy at the time of Hardin’s execution, writes:

7 iy !-!arde""ma")’ of our older citizens will remember this distin-
el h‘?hl:inal who was hanged at Tazewell Courthouse on June 28&,
hll'e droy murder of Sanderlin Burns, who also was a Kentuckian an
L] e, Harden Proposed to Burns to swap saddles, in u back alle?r,
1 wiy twa Bfm.“ how he would trade. Burns replied to him and sa:g
et g w::"tl 4 though you had none’ ... Harden left the scene an
"u" Was h::'e and got a double-barrelled shotgun ... and shot (l;lu:‘?:s.
T— cled at the May term of the circuit court, 1867, an

- ,f&& Petery, Huntington, W, va.

“concerning a
an outlaw, and

May be 2 o - —— Baptist preacher,
. L 4 confusion with Abner Vance, a Bap
.“.'”* Iﬂz Horton in that region. See Folk-Songs of the
EALITTY
1,.q Appendy * XXX1, 510, : Songs
:’“' 3&_:'1E¢u:' Campbell and Sharp. English Folk SONRE

"é' &p[llllt‘hiann, p. 257,
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2 e jury brought im a verdict of guilty of Murdey -
;:;‘:“_‘_.,Jttr Jscn,;encing Harden to be hanged t‘he Judgee ;s:“;h‘ f‘n‘
he had anything to say, and he responded, ‘If ths had bee e
ago it would have been better forhme anddman_v C_ithers} ) Yeun,

of these older citizens have Tade pertinent st,

the ;‘1‘:1(;% John McCal'l, who “saw it all and. rel:nembet:;u?tsas%
were yesterday”, says his name was jc?hn Benjamin H . it
Spurgeon, who was al_so at the”hangmg, St?.t&s thgt he “'mslnnu.
the name of Ben Hardin usually”, and was ‘sOmetimes calleq h;?
Hardin, too, and even John Hardy or Ben Hardy, but pjs real gt
was John Benjamin Harding.” Ije remembgrs that Bep Hardiq o
a bad man, “with long black hair and 2 wicked look”, My McCa
remembers that the murderer rode to “his hanging in 3 W
on his coffin’”. They agree that the _rope broke, and that he had
to be hanged the second time. Their account of his Spectaculyy
taking-off suggests that one might expect him to gain high place )
the popular repertories of that locality. i

This testimony has the support of the Clinch Valley News
and other newspapers of the time: )  One correspondent beearma
rather dramatic in his “Execution of a Hardened Wretch”,n) If
anything further was necessary to put Ben Hardin on the honoy roll of
his profession, it followed in his ten-thousand-word “Autobiography"!
with a caption notable for its omissions:

Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Harden, executed at Tazewell
Clourt] H[ouse] on the 28 th of June, 1867, for the murder of Dennison
T. Burns, the 16 th day of April, 1867. Startling Confessions! Boys, take
warning! Fate of the spoiled child, the disobedient boy, the roguish lad,
the stealthy house-robber, the dashing highwayman, the daring horse-thicf,
the twofaced friend, the unprincipled intriguer, the successful swindler,
the heartless seducer of female innocence, and the cold-blooded assassin
of seven defenceless and unsuspecting victims. 35)

. Nothing is known of Ben Hardin, except the events connected with
'S execution. %) He claimed to be from Kentucky, and was hanged

FT Blucfield Dai]y Dis 1 1925.
; Patch, Bluefield, W, Va., Aug.30,

P ll.gilzichjbu?rsbl;c:?lyVi"ﬂi"ian,l.ynchburg, Va., April 27, 1867.

¥ Clinch Val307.

alley News, Tazewell, vj, y of extra editi

b4 Subsequent "o (1 i in my
P“Iudo;_"n; mc::}‘sln .mm‘f’ ?ggutmn of Ben ardin, now

Annaly of Tlxgn* freords of Hardin's trial, see John Newton Harmos.

fomnd fleCounty, 1L Full ccount of the outlaw may
n my lrud': "Bcn H:tdiu", Pu"hcirl;'ogltc:’ltqulft.-ll’l
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N The age of the Henry tradition, as noted in testimonial and

N tary accounts, should prepare the way toward its place of

\3 dqcui:“ Buf unfortunately, several of the reports are too indefinite
i ~0'rc.

L‘n.\ on t“l:‘;:tc s;t,uowing is an example:

%_: | was reared in South Carolina, and there | often heard the colored

LY \\ whiic driving with heavy hammers, sing this much of the song in

!:&a mﬂ:tion which seemed to be the chorus:

_"ﬂ‘ ¥ :This is the hammer that killed John Henry, but can’t kill me:

“-ﬁ‘ This is the hammer that killed John Henry, but can’t kill me.

*k: | heard one man relate to another that John Henry was a negro

‘_‘ convict (possibly of the state of South Carolina) who at that time was

‘t. hired out to a quarry company, that John was such a powerful man a

'N pet was made on him and a race was staged with the steam drill. The

‘h drill beat him ten inches in a day, and that night John Henry died. %)
Another of the sort comes from Mrs. Susan Bennett: 3%)

hh Wish to say that there was a man of that day in making the big

e iy ben tunnell that whipped the steam drill down. I live in about 25 miles

m of the tunnell and it is as true as the song Pearl Bryant or Jessie

James or George Alley and you may write to the Bureau of Information
and get the History of John Henry and his captains name. We have
3 records of Johnie so I will close and listen at him drive that steel
on down.

In this case, however, | was able to visit the contributor at her home
2 few months after receiving her report by letter, and found that she
had known about John Henry from the time Big Bend Tunnel was
built, between 1870 and 1872.
Elizabeth Frost Reed, of West Virginia University, reports the

following lines heard sung, in 1909, by Lewis Lytle, a Negro on her

s farm at Flat Creek, Tennessee:

When the women of the West hear of John Henry’s death,

They will cry their fool selves to death.

#W or 1901, Mr. Bonham heard of John Henry from a grade
by the name of Surface, as truthful a man as he ever met,
m*ﬂ‘t double-tracking the Norfolk and Western Railroad.
E— 1 Surface, John Henry died after he had won the famous
a.::“*“l two 18-pound hammers, one in each hand.” )
Others first heard of the steel-driver about this date. Mrs.
tiieg . ) of Kentucky, writes: “My husband was very much inter-
h HQ. ’ ' H
~— .. 1 don't know where he got the John Henry

HE

: w@*;“.::hu The Bradford News Journal,
- Va
EBradiord News Journal, Last Bradiord, Va, Jan 10,

« _. LP*.. mﬁ,,‘.g:, sent & text of “John Hurm

silroad ident, and Mrs
hhhwm
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3
or how long he had known it. He knew this son _

:::R'hmru, more tﬁan 30 years ago.” Burl Mcpeak’n)ga:;;trl [?m
tuckian, says, “My father learnt it from a color.ed_n}an On the (-
O road about 1904.” Mr. Murphy, ) of Virginia, fails ¢, 7, 21d
“anything definite about John Henry, but a.bout the year | I
begau to hear the song long before talking machu_ne Records :St
known in this section.” Mr. Barnett, ) of West Virginia, says “als
has been 31 years since | learned the song of- John Hen . ,Mt
Boone, %) whose “life, up to 1925, was spent in the West Virgin!'
hills over in the Greenbrier Valley”, sends from Pennsylvani, , te;:
each of the Henry and Hardy ballads, and statgs: “I do not r,
just the exact date | first heard the songs, but it ‘was the coloreq
working on the construction of the Greenbrier Division of the ¢
O. Ry. | first heard sing the songs. It seems to me it was about 1899
or 1900 Two versions of “John Hardy” in which lines of “John
Henry"” appear go back to this period. ) These reports indicate ,
wide circulation of the Henry tradition by 1900, and point o ap
earlier date of origin.

The same situation obtains for the tradition in the last quarter
of the 19th century:

Joe Wilson, Norfolk, Va. In 1890 people around town here
were singing the song about John Henry, a hammering man, hammering
n the mountains four long years. I was working in an oyster house
here for Fenerstein and Company, and I am 66 years old and still working
for them people.

Tishie Fitzwater, Hosterman, W. Va. I have heard of
him for 40 years. A old colored man told me that John Henry was a
colored man, and he was a cousin to him. I have never heard any one
say that John Henry was any relation to John Hardy, and 1 am sixty
years old,

R H Pope, Clinton, N. C. Well I know of the song 41 years.
| went to Georgia 1888, and that song was being sung by all the young
men. | am now 60 years of age. In those days I knew all the words
of that song but can't remember all of them now, but it was that he
would die with the hammer in his hand before he would be beat

weel ... He was a negro and a real man so | was told.
.::l'l:...\f., The writer is a man in the 50's, but as a boy and young

Y remember the song, the tune, and some of the versss,

ber were quite a number ... The negroes of forty years
N rgarded bim (Johg Henry) as a hero of their race.

w York City. As a composer of Negro muse
ermdlobntwhnlwunltﬂtW"'
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Canal in Alabama. [ printed this :
Musc:;\’s:soallshadanheard it. 1) : S under the title JOHN
HEN

Andy Anderson, Huntington, w. Va.
o | 3088 i Mozgan (:‘,ctmr.l’ty,dl-‘(e.ntuc'l-cyi Thvlere was a
rom Miss. to assist in driving a tunnel at the heag of Bi
g.?:k ffor the O & I(.. R 'R Company.. Ther.e is w.here I first hgarga?lfi':
ong, as they would sing it to keep time with their hammers,
Jesse Sparks, Et‘hel, W. Va. My father is 87, and he says
it has been a song ever since he can remember. He says he has Weard

his grandpa sing it ... I am 37 years old myself, and I have been knowing
it ever since I have been big enough to sing.

This testimony shows the Henry tradition widely diffused as
early as the eighties, the latest date possible for its origin. The
introduction of the steam drill into railroad construction in this country
soon after the Civil War marks the date before which it could hardly
have started. It must, then, belong to the period between these
two dates.

Several of the reports connect the tradition with Big Bend Tunnel
on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. George Johnston ") adds a
fuller account:

John Henry was the best driver on the C. & O. He was the only
man that could drive steel with two hammers, one in each hand. People
came from miles to see him use the two 20 1b. hammers he had to
drive with.

It seems that two different contracting companies were meeting in
What is called Big Bend Tunnel. One had a steam drill while the other
used man power to drill with. When they met everyone claimed that the
steam drill was the greatest of all inventions, but John Henry made the
remark he could sink more steel than the steam drill could. The contest
Was arranged and the money put up. John Henry was to get $100.00 to
beat the steam drill.

John Henry had his foreman to buy him 2 new 20 1b. hammers for

‘ace. They were to drill 35 minutes. When the contest was over John
Heary hag drilled two holes 7 feet deep, which made him a total of

o The steam drill drilled one hole O feet which of course gave the
Prize ¢ John

bunch of darkeys §

° the race was over John Henry retired to his home and told
that he haq , queer feeling in his head. She prepared his supper
.&"‘Mate]y after eating he went to bed. The next m9rniﬂ2 when his
ang “: and told him it was time to get up she received no answelg
Vime inm‘”“d! discovered that he had passed to the other \..VOfe
4 e the night. His body was examined by two Drs. from Bfgl-.tsl:lwli'n
b heyg found his death was caused from a bursted blood ve

hig wife

1873,
& personal letter. Mr. Handy was born Nov. 106,
logy, p. 18,

i
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The information I 'have given you came to me through my gra"dfathgr ’J o
He was present at Big Bend Tunnel when the contest was staged, a thal |-_M”'
time he was time keeper for the crew that John Henry was working with l“‘
I have often heard him say that his wa'tc'h started and stopped the fata .’d,
.Therc was present all of the R. R. officials of the C, & O. fia Crowd. ﬂ’
that remained through the race at the mouth of the tunne] was estimateg
at 2500 a large crowd for pioneer days. :
John Henry was born in Tenn. and at the time of his death e el
34 years old. He was a man weighing from 200 to 2?25 1bs. He waeia
full blooded negro, his father having come from Africa. He oftey said
his strength was brought from Africa. He was not any relation of John
Hardy as far as I know ...

Considerable verisimilitude hardly characterizes all these details,
The presence of all the officials of the road, wit!m a crowd of 2500,
at the drilling-contest had better be accepted as fictional embroidery,
But the purpose of this study is not to emphasize the tissue of
falsehood in popular reports. Big Bend Tunnel was built by a single
contractor, as will be shown later, but the “two different contracting
companies” may well represent two crews of workmen, The steel-
driver may have had “2 new 20 1b. hammers” and used only one
at a time. Two doctors from Baltimore may have examined Henry’s
body, but that they came to the tunnel for that purpose seems
impossible of belief. His John Henry suggests the frontier strong
man, who does impossible things.

Pete Sanders, an old Negro, who claims to be from Franklin
County, Virginia, has lived for many years in Fayetteville, West
Virginia, where with tales old and new he often entertains youngsters
about town. Long years ago he learned an Indian war whoop, and
occasionally, early in the morning or late in the evening, gives it from
a nearby mountaintop, He says of Henry’s connection with Big Bend:

| didn’t drive no steel in Big Bend Tunnel. Uncle Jeff and Eleck did
jhough, and saw John Henry drive against the steam drill, and died in
five minutes after he beat it down, They said John Henry told the shaker

how to shake the steel to keep it from getting fastened in the rock so
he couldn’t tyrn it. He told him to give it two quick shakes and a twist
o make the rock dust fly out of the hole,

I heard the song of John Henry
when they were still working on the C
I was boy. When

driving steel against the steam drill
and O. It was all amongst us when
ol We boys there in Franklin County worked on the
With us there ‘::d r:.u::i: ;Ph:n Pocahontas County, we carried the ﬁ
Mlroad song, put they've 1o ¢k home when we went. It was the lea

on

re it all to picce d spliled it. 1 heard it
“ﬁ‘&  Banuching, but It alw't noways Iike it used to be.
€ Killeg Mw Tunnel wag 4 terrible-like place, and many men
wnd ulf 100. And they throwed the dead men and mules
umﬂguﬁ“““ﬂwmm&mwown‘
“*inm“ﬁm;”'“m”“m
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ad put him somewhere else. The dumper at the fij| was the manp that
a

owed all about it. Uncle Jeff said ope day a long slap of rock that
::ng down from the roof fell and killed Séven men. He said he

't know
where they went.
Mr. Sanders, obviopsl_y, would not be the first to object to the
popular account of building the Chesapeake ang Ohio:
Kill a mule, buy another,
Kill a nigger, hire another,

The “extension of the railroad up in Pocahontas County”, West
Virginia, where he and others carried “John Henry” a5 the leading

Erskine Phillips, editor and publisher of The Fayette Demo.-
crat, at Fayetteville, West Virginia, is well acquainted with the
southern part of the state from severa] years’ experience as 2 surveyor,
He says:

I had a very interesting conversation with an old negro here sometime
ago. He, Ben Turner, and his brother, Sam, are natives of Old Virginia,
and migrated to West Virginia, along with hundreds of other ‘niggers’, to
work on the C. and O, Railway. They both worked in the Big Bend Tunnel.
John Henry was a powerful man, large all over, but possessed of the ‘most
powerful arms and shoulders I ever saw. Why! man’, he said, ‘his arms
Was as big as 3 stovepipe. Never seen such arms on a man in my life.

‘Could he drive steel the way the Song says he could?’ I asked. ‘Law - -
I reckon he could. Make that stee] ring just like a bell. But look here.
oha Hardy (he spoke of him both as Henry and Hardy) had a steel

almost as big and strong as he was, Just the same as two men
- That man coylqg turn the steel and hit almost as hard as John
Heary could. John Henry wouldn’t let no one else turn steel for him.’

The Johg Henry song was not the one that was generally sung by
e Seel-drivers, |y some one were hurt or killed in the tunnel, the foreman
:“d yell, ‘Al right, boys, let’s hear “John Henry”’. The song had

ect of sobering the workmen, taking their minds off the accident

"Moring order.

Tu.:,“ a’smglc detail of this report even slightly suggests that Ben.
M“ﬂ saw either John Henry or Big Bend Tu’nnel. The
= ‘;"’"ld hardly call for the ballad record of Henry’s death in
3% & means of “sobering the workmen” when some one
here, Certainly not in a tunnel without an_official
of H‘"Yu“ ”Ofwvcr, the Negroes of the community are still afraid
& ' ghost 4 the tunnel, ¢t cetera. Mr. Phillips gives this
they “"lchﬂmc confusion of Henry and Hardy, -but explains that
garded as two different men. )
Eluie Scott, *) of that section, reports her father without
¥* "Dad worked with John Henry four years at Big

9 h""- W, va.
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d left a son. Dag

Tunnel. He was a Negro an ad says pe

Eeer::)d Ofuthe world. Dad knows a lot about old timers » Th:u the

was built in two and a half years.

Sam Williams ¢*) was not at Big Bend, but says that e

of John Henry while the tunnel was under contrucs: ‘ heary

I was working at Hawk’s N.est, that tunnel there on the
when John Henry drove steel with the stefm drill at Big B

down below there. People coming down the line told us about jt.

John Henry and Bill Dooland drove Stl-’.‘el together. Th.ﬁ what

I never did see old Johm, but they said he was a big

I am 84. | turned steel for the steel-drivers. When | worked at
made

1ti7
HiL

Nest, I worked for Major Raadolph.

Mike Smith, %) seventy-three years of age wh;n he
in 1925, had a somewhat wider range of experiences on the
thinks there was such a man:

I worked in putting the C and O from White Sulphur
big cut below Kanawha Falls. | worked a while with the s .
later drove steel in tunnmels. | didn’t see John Henry. | think there wag
such a man, and he drove steel. | heard about him when they were ork
on the Big Bend Tunnel. They talked about him driving steel there,
getting Kkilled.

B. O. Jones, ®) a farmer of Albemarle County, Virginia, says that
he worked the public roads in his neighborhood with “statute labor”
during the seventies and eighties, and that at various fimes had in
his gang Negroes who had worked on the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad. Among them he mentions Tom Hill, Tom Carey, and Ned
Johnson, and says that these Negroes were continually singing “John
Henry”. He remembers that Tom Hill often talked of knowing
Henry at Big Bend, where he claimed the steel-driver died from
sickness about the time the tunnel was completed. Mr. Jones says
that he worked no statute labor after 1889

Mr. Logan, 52) a native of Wythe County, Virginia, says that he

went to Big Bend Tunne] to work when he was “between 16 and 17
years old”-

ii

H

?

X¢ Breen and Jeff Davis. I didn’t see John
Ything said about ‘a great steel-driver.

hen I went back to Iy ' the
anhoe there from the
tunnel apg talk aboyt foin it People would come in

had 4 . ry driving steel with a steam drill. The
song th:;“fm :ﬂ n:::v .and it was a whole [of longer than the John HM
-H ) |
W. Va, ::_,""
3 hmﬂf@, . Va, R
"‘.v.. L -
J- M. Logay, Pownell w «» Ny ,
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| heard the song ofte,:, before Big Bend Tunnel was finished

: sen and Jeff Davis were very conspicy '
.\hiém; YB{S:&;]I::I 1~un'r'1el. A full account of itg IEOI?;?—E among the workmen
;‘I:t‘mé‘o“ the first page. They taught the Negroes there oW to ¢
four days’ work in one day. - .
. Colentan, B Mo, was. retir ed by the Chesapeake 5
Railroad in 1926 and p %lt o the pension list, says that he was born
in Bedford County, Virginia, and soon after the “C anq o was
completed started to work a track force on a section of the James
River”, and has wocked at different places all along tne fpu
Virginia and West Virginia:

nd Ohio

Dick Deans, and Aaron Bailey, and Anthony Jones worked on my
first crew, and off and on for a long time afterwards, They were big
strapping Negroes from Campbell County, Va. They were always singing
when they worked, and ‘John Henry’ was their best song, they liked it
the best.

They worked in Big Bend Tunnel, and all of them said they’d seen
John Henry drive. Dick Deans said he saw John Henry drive against
the steam drill, but I don’t recall anything he said about his death. They
said John Henry was the most powerful man they’d ever seen, rawbony,
and as black as he could be.

These Negroes are all three dead. Dick Deans was working for me
at the time when he got killed on the railroad track.

A large number of these reports connect the Henry tradition
with the Chesapeake and Ohio, and all but two of them place the
steel-driver in the construction of Big Bend Tunnel, built between
I870 and 1872. Some of these witnesses have been employed at one
tme or another on. the road, but all of them testify to hearing
elsewhere of John Henry, not at the tunnel. The four following
ports were made by men who have long service records with the
rallroad, two of them being employees of the company now and one
98 the pension list, and who testify to hearing the tradition in the

late Big Bend community.
Evans, %) who cooked for railroad people around the tunnel
ind on for forty or fifty years, and who had an opportunity,
of H;ff.'to learn its early history, states that he heard the rePQPI:‘S
Mry. SO?‘HECtions there when he first moved into the neigh-
¢ 404 has heard them ever since.
g Sconn, states that he works for the “C and O people,
lw with them in 1879”. He says:

~"ﬂr o clear out » wreck in Big Bend Tunnel in la&lihcl sf;:'::
dowy there at the work then sing John Henry that beat

: | don't
e ﬁ’ :3“' ¥¢ heard it ever since then on the road, but
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ber how they talked about John Henry being
‘lrel-ldr'ir::'fmand I won’t more’n about twenty years Oldgth:f:' 2 Zreg
ig Bend was first arched with timber, and John Hedric

4 thBelgncxt chapter, that he had _charge of that work Fail_: ;tat;;:
tunnel caused several wrecks t.he first few years after its C"’"“"“Cﬁqn
and resulted in the timber being replaced by a brick arch, beginnin,
in the early eighties. Cal Evans, already mentioned, cooked r the
workmen on this job. Tom .Wood 86) says th:at he has liveq at B
Bend fifty years, worked thirteen years ]"]elplng to arch the t“nnlegl
with brick, and is now on the pension llst of the road. He adgs
“When we were arching the tunnel along in the eighties, holes iy the
heading were pointed to as those John Henry drilled. People era
in the neighborhood still talk about hearing John Henry driving stee]
in the tunnel. Any noise in the tunnel, like dropping water, is [iable
even now to scare some of them.”

J. E. Huston is a telegraph operator for the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad, and is stationed at Big Bf:'nd where he has worked for
the company since 1893. He was living there when the brick arch
was begun, and remembers that the workmen often spoke of the holes
in the heading as being drilled by John Henry:

When I was a boy, we boys here in the neighborhood used to play
steel-driving. We used sticks for hammers and sang as we played, ‘This
old hammer killed John Henry’, and so on. _

The John Henry story has been in our family ever since we moved
to Big Bend Tunnel in 1881. My father worked for the C and O Railroad,
and they moved him to Talcott in 1881. After we moved here I heard
him talk with the people around the tunnel time and again about the
contest John Henry had with the steam drill. 4

My mother had two old Negro house servants, a man and his wife,
who quite often spoke of the steel-driver. They were certain that he was
buried in the big fill at the east end of the tunnel.

.QbViOusly the old Negroes are the best chroniclers of the Henry
tradition. Like the exempla of the faithful, their tales are first-hand
and have the force of reality. That of William Lawson 57) is charac-
terized by: marvels that hardly need excite distrust. He reports his
age as eighty-five and the place of his birth as Laudin County,
Virginia, where his mother, 106 years old, still lives. During the
Civil War he was on both sides, first with the Confederacy and then
‘mhl o l:;":"n, but regards himself first of all as a farmer:

taro Ik on A. S. Massey’s place up Falling Sprin Valley when
I went 1o Big Bend Tunnel in the nprix?g. MypbroihergArrzsteﬁd was already
e lt:w to him there and stayed ’til time to cut corn in the fall

" year they put the hole through,

Mﬂ : :'u slong with John Christian and John Turner in the
"llﬂu,. -4 Ove steel under Armstead. He showed me where to

from the eas end,
T Wy
WV

§

&
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: i When we met a dispyte arose between the two sides :.lbout w!:o was
t% irst man to drive a light hole t‘hrough. My brother said he did, and
tg%\ the fl?‘“cd about it all that evening. Next morning when we started
} Y the}'.. u“again they started the dispute again. My brother and Will Christian
Q.;x wo,fkmjg‘: from the other side) shot each other dead. Armstead said, ‘Your
Sx (Wil “,:: no bigger than mine’, and they both fired about the same time.
;\5} '?I %[Lrisfi&ll hit my brother right plumb in the heart, and my brother
.hﬁu \1./'1 him a little on the side further toward the middle of his breast. Both
?Qs } hit hi rere dead in five minutes after the guns cracked.
N D of them were dea ‘ i an

"!l I was the first to get to Armstead, and‘turned him over. He fell
[.‘\;, on his face. Then C. R. Mason come, They buried him on the mountainside
.ihl in a government graveyard. :
-'§‘ When the hole was put through there was a great deal of whiskey
‘li in the tunnel, and that’s what started all the fuss. They fussed over who

put the crowbar through first, but it was the drill.

3 The hole had been put through three or four months when John
Ton Henry was killed. He was the best steel-driver ] ¢ver saw. He was short
- and brown-skinned, and had a wife that was 1 bright colored woman. He
i was 35 or 36, and weighed 150 pounds,

When I went there they had a steam drill in the
end. They piped the steam in, They had a little coffee-
outside. They didn’t use it in the heading, but on
the sides.

John Henry drove steel with the steam drill one day, and beat it down,
but got too hot and died. He fell out right at the mouth of the tunnel
They put a bucket of cold water on him.

His wife come to the tunnel that day, and they said she carried his
body away, 1 don’t know. | fiever saw anybody buried at the tunnel
except my brother. They said they shipped some of them away, but I

.f'see anybody shipped away. | don’t know where they buried Wil
. .They didn’t bury him with  Armstead.

tunnel at the east
pot engine on the
the bench and on

e hfnc John Henry killed his self was his own fault, ’cause he bet
et Man with the steam drill he could beat him down. John Henry never
R0 man beat b

m down, but the steam drill won't no good nohow,

John €Nry was always singing or mumbling something when he was
'%! steel. He would sing over and over the same thing sometimes,
He'd sing

;:Ao{h old hammer ringing in the mountains,
ing but my hammer falling down.’
A N b’ y g

"tound there added on and made up the John Henry song
killed, ang all the muckers sung it,

Mason vay the boss man at the tunnel. He was a good-hearted

WA 4 tough man. He'd spit on you all the time he
o you, His son was named Clay Mason,

' Stideryhie wum Of this first-hand report is certainly not

o Mason built Lewis Tunnel ) not Big Bend.
the same road, fifty or sixty miles apart, and were




JOHN HENRY ON Typ ¢
AND OHIO RHILW

A factual basis for the Henr
Ohio Railroad in West Virginia {_e;rjic]l_l:lon
labor and machinery together, if not contin
in its construction from 1870 to 1873, |
was done altogether by hand drills of %
chance for a conflict between the two ki:g:%?hef .
tradition can have no real basis there T e
for such a conflict did actually exjst has

on several lines. Notable among these was the C
with twenty-six important tunnels. In some of them
used in the heading, and in others on the bench,
steam drills. ®) In actual practice, of course, the two
employed together wherever the steam drill
tunnelling during its period of development, a half:
heir use together on the Chesapeake and Of

I870 and 1873, is shown by the testimony

Detween )
& soldier of the Confederacy, who is better km:;_

falroad people around Hinton, West Vi"gi“i‘as
when he made his report in September, 1925: :

) Post Heary Tunnel on the New York and & " 1e
Ls Log Tussel on the Western North C&gal.mh m
by haad labor runnellsngm- 970, N ene: by sl
M.l tuascls, balt in 1589, *““all ng was li' .:_J, l .
e Woestern Society of Enginecers, i (58

%) luunc!llnﬁ, p 130,

: :bli,l&'m.m ‘o

‘ 2id ., ) g

*) S Dwinker, resident cngiocer 0F HES
'.( k.:?‘l’qu..‘ nnln.ﬁl‘ “lui
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‘-“hz?"@ that th
PN ere. He says that there “are undoubtedly s i ersi :
Jl'“ h‘s{“‘ }lohn Henry in circulation, but none has ﬁ_r:re fﬁigar’ x’emons =
“hﬂb'& | can truthfully say that the following stanzas conta{en* ek
'llt‘-'.‘u. down’ | have ever heard on John Henry » 2) = ihe' o Mg 4
| \ ' . Y.~ *) The following ar S
’N:'Q h§ first two: it

Y John Henry had a little woman
khﬁ' Name was Ida Red. ?
:d%%. John Henry had a litile woman
&R:‘ She sleeps in my own bed. ’
u“‘:t Old John Henry was a railroad map

Washed his face in the frying pan ’

. Comhed his head with the wagon wheel
‘h l; with the toothache in his heel. ‘
,H‘ ds these stanzas as late adaptati
oY gy = tions, not i
n“kﬁ | : mj and as well his third . bas":l")'

_ exampl i
have added at least three others :f::::cal:

ish Bagby, of the Department of
interpreted John Henry in terms




Jas

Perhaps he watched too uluaclyl i.q he a_hh-. to evaluate oh
all that fell inta his net. One of his texts containg thege lines

John Henry had a little wife
Who were steel corn fed #4),

Possibly “steel corn” means only hard corn, and he hag “Neve
heard one”, The contributor, of course, is the only authority f():
the text, but he, like the editor, can answer only for himself, 'yt for
the ather thousand singers of the same version If the il vy,
little piece of steel”, “driving steel”, and “bucking steel” have Freudiay
values in possible connections, as his

psychologist would seem to
recognize, he allows none of them such a bearing in his work,
While Dr. Johason insists on speaking “truthfully”, one ma

: Y ask
in view of his handling thus such materials, how fully he realized
that “John Henry contains excellent symbolism f

rom the Freudiag
point of view”. His answer, though it hardly seems necessary, is
vigorously expressed in his review of Roark Bradford’s Johy

Henry, a more recent treatment of the Henry tradition:

And now Roark Bradford has written a book about John Henry - - . but
not the John Henry of the legend. His is a jazz version, so to speak
The old John Henry was a tragic, almost a sacred, figure. He symbol _
man versus the machine. This new John Heary is a tragic personality also,
but in so far as he symbolizes anything it is man versus woman ),

Dr. Johnson had explained earlier that the word jazz deserves o
ad the list in Negro song for the “act of cohabitation”. ) One
thing at a time and that done well must be the rule for his
Heary, the good man hero who did nothin but work. A “par
of the good old days when a leg was a limb and cold h:
meant a warm heart. Parson Weems denied his Washington am
Marion less. That it Was mot necessary for John Henry, widel
ated for half a century by the “lower” tenth of back alleys an
camps, to borrow his sex from the upper crust requin

tae
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In the field of popular Iiterature, as well
Johnson is too evident from statemeng. such a¢
0 b

(} l L4 y

h as the follow: r.
Owu'] - &2
few Shatches € “Whep

- ry remained in general circu']athH in s €S (‘).f‘ :IOIIn
,J\cc: no data f?_Shf;Wt ”}fc:!f hfe had made , tho:osérr,gl?[:f S't‘_") He
gy soun Menry” in. that state for the last decage of the 19 cég;tlmm
or the occasion wiien -JO}?“ H_ardy Came on the Scene. ) Ornjurr_\,-
on the basis of material in his hands g4 the time pe might hae.
said, without serious objectlon, that "‘JOhn enry” by btmv Izln-e
far enough to escape complete confusjop with “John Hardus elled

the latter ballad began its circulation in ora] tradition, apqg that \::]}:ﬁi;

n sufficient for the point he apparently w -

E::;Iz?rfstion of the mixed versjons of pjohn} Wanted'to make, an
has found”.
His statement that the “author of John Hargy ... must have
been familiar with the structure of John Henry, for he cast ‘hiq
product in exactly the same mold”, ) is made withoy giving any
evidence that “John Hardy” had the author. The observed fact of
their structural similarity hardly settles the matter of individya or
multiple authorship for one or both of the ballads, |f “John Henry»
developed by stages, “required more time in the making”,-"r) as he
supposes, why does he find it necessary to assume the author for
“John Hardy”? Does he contribute anything by such ap addition,
without reference, to the earlier statement, “[eg deux chansons se
frouvent étre d’une structure analogue”?52) This statement allows
the possibility that the two ballads derive their structural pattern from
4 common source, that “John Hardy” had its origin in West Virginia
although when it “came on the scene, only a few snatches of John
Henry remained in general circulation’’ in that state, or that the
author of “Johp Henry” was familiar with the structure of “John

Hardy” for he cast his product in exactly the same mold. .
The separation of the two ballads is, perhaps, the best thlpg
- Johnson does in hjs discussion, and that is not altogether satis-
Y. His materials ang methods are hardly sufficient for his
mﬂd;sions. _— o
ith two tunes of “John Hardy” from white people and sever:
o “John Henry” from Nélgroes, he proceeds thus: “ J o hnHa rd{i ;;s
::EL"' deﬁbefaft‘, and puts one in mind of the conventional Ezg t]esr
8 syner " bY the white mountain people. John Henryhlfl Hoie
d;,!'f"l’afcd, and is much more typically Negroid than Jo i
= btlessly the tunes and rhythms of his exa}?:gxograph
mﬂuﬂil?"ent' but they are drawn tc'yo‘larg_fig’ :;?J:l'ol\:ements by
ifor Ke student, and other soloists, wi d

: lue, an
‘\u\__ 5 the ft)llowing pages will show, to have much value,
[ 1]
Ohn Hepy
u !b‘d" p. “.yl "' M.
AT 4
‘:hlk. ONgs dy Midi des Ftats-Unis, p. 14
. ""fr. pp. 0667,
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llads does not take Properly
e ent of the two ba_ : roperly inge
:t:!ethfgz‘:tcrgcv of Negroes singing “John Hardy” ;.4 White Aoy

" ith notable racial variations and Peopj,
e ¢ f}-ft‘leir;ryt\a;obﬁg;la‘;;t in their performances. Often , Miy,
tureHoe publishes a tune of “John Henry” from Robert Masop

1o hi elve-string box “‘in more ways than 3 » Why
g pmkm:;;;nt:t;l:;ijt;ngther from Leon R. Harris, a Iraf,:gp:; Can
l:‘:?s!puf:)rked in “railroad grading camps from the Great Lakeswl:o
Florida and from the Atlantic to the Missouri R:\‘er”, wh h:’
wherever he worked “always found someone who could ang Wuul;
sing of John Henry”, and who says, Thc_ song IS sung to Many -
air or tune, and hardly any two singers sing it ahke.l_'_’ h rec
ports are significant, and show more than the possibility of "ﬁh
ness in conclusions based on a few unrepresentative tunes, o g

Dr. Johnson, moreover, agrees that “thg very essence o#ﬁg —
song is its fluidity, its adaptability to various kinds and spe
work”, and that a “‘work song tune cannot be recopded
lute accuracy”.®%) In his earlier discussion, he notes the incop
of the singer: \

When the recorder thinks that he has finally succeeded jn
phrase down correctly and asks the singer to repeat it.. . he o
that the response is quite different from any previous rendition,
for further repetition may bring out still other variations or a
the previous version. Again, after the notation has been made
singing of the first stanza of a song, the collector may be ¢f
find that none of the other stanzas is sung to cxactly the same

of those rare harmonies which only a group of Negro workers ¢

Produce ... He must be contented with securing the leading part of the
song and harmonizing it Jater as best he can.

These explanations seem to place ' bM :
bevo th the veinch t ity o, rl:sgn.' accurate tunes of the two 1ds
satever he may think about the original authorship of “John
,';:“’.3’ | "t"" “John Hardy”, he iy hardl;'lgdeny that they have been
d';:il fhe Seasoning process of group-singing, often with an ex-
songs ofo units from one to the other and confusions with other
parts. for qigyr. 1Y thmic technique, with ohigs in the “six or eight”
W Mu’ ere‘;: occasionsa mUIﬁng in ﬁmt one part and then
ing tOftl;ru:m :, member of such 4 group, or any other
dbl.mr- _ _M'Matatime,asintmﬂ*
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yssibility of echoing the group or yar:
::‘:,,i:s of thc_ song. That aJ such solgli-;)sus or lat
the same lr::.ui_mg ;lart for their renditions,is e
That the original _l{)h:_] Henry” 4.4 “Tohn K
through :lhlb‘ fPf‘UCCtE;StW_lfthout modification ;
WS, therefore, 1at | one Succeeds i = i 3 i
:l;il:nplcs to show F_u_nc :l[ld rhythmic dirflfell?;ﬂcinginti%et_her enough
they will not be sqfncncnt_ tor the original chara, eir
and cannot establish their separation,
Furthermore, their original s
tune variations i
of “John Hardy”, as Dr. Johnsop insists,
structure of “John Henry” and cast pjq prod
mold, in all probability he copied hijs “Joh
rather that of his pattern. i

Broups in the several

8roups, take
doubtfy].

uct in exactly
n Hen]_yn

repertory. .03 , transmitt
asP: “ballet” without tune notation, and gJ ex‘tantm1 o ballad

from this source. These are possibilities.

Weaknesses along such lines in the material op w
bases his separation of “John Henry” from
his thesis in an unfavorable light, and no
case can be made from an examination of
they do not represent the full character
no further explanation. His methods, though, of obtaining them
Bave an importance, and they are well illustrated in his example from
Odell Walker, his Chapel Hill authority for “john Henry”,

He presents two examples of Mr. Walker’s singing the first stanza
of a single version of “John Henry”, %) with tone and rhythmic
variations, and fails to say which of the performances is the correct
Possibly he asked for the second singing of the stanza and
observe that his soloist had changed drinks. Possibly he
one rendition, and as editor harmonized “it later as best
Nevertheless, he gives both examples -as Negroid, and uses
difference between the two ballads.
must have succeeded in getting at least three per-
iyﬂ:.\l’!alku,aslines3and4ofﬂlethreepﬁnﬁngs
of his version show: )

‘Fore he'd let the steam drill beat him down,
Die wid his hammer in his han’.

An" befo' he'd bet the steam-drill beat him down,
Die with the hammer in his han'.

Asd before he'd let the steam drill beat him down
He'd e with his hammer in his hand

hich Dr, Johnson
“John Hardy” place
great improvement of his
his tunes themselves, That
of the two ballads requires

)

k

s T Henry, p 10
‘39.". "'l,:‘or ‘b'nigu, pp. M8, 225, John Henry,
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i i s, with their several tunes,
Possibly these SPC‘?E:HTICI}II more typically Negro s are aster, o
syncopated, and ‘‘muc ‘ yp g than his J"
Hardy” examples from white people. Apparently phe Publisheg ;hn
Walker’s version in two other plqyces, with further notable yapiag: .
Such practices must of necessity affect the evideng
his texts for amy purpose. |

My request, in a receqt note on John H en ry’.u) for comtfions
by Dr. Johnson of a series of mlsrepresentatlon_s in the tesﬁmﬁni;;]
data he published from the Big Bend Tunne_l ne:ghbo,-.hood has oy
no answer, and by way of throwing some light on .hIS methods of
handling such material a few of them may be pointed gyt s
fully. One can easily understand that the slightest Variation, COnScioys
or otherwise, in these field reports would have_ Significant result
under his system of classifying them as “positive, negative, o
indifferent’” testimony. ¢2)

That of Cal Evans he presents as follows:

When the tunnel was under construction he was a youngster, not quite
old enough to take part in the work. He thinks there might have been g
steel driver there named John Henry, but he never saw him and couly
remember nothing about him except what he heard later. He stated {thqt
while the story might be true he was inclined to believe that it was not ),

Dr. Johnson would have no great difficulty in classifying this report
for John Henry at Big Bend Tunnel as “negative, or indifferent”,
but if it is to have any bearing on the connection of the steel-driver
with Big Bend, and on the larger question of his reality, something
more definite might be expected from Mr. Evans. One would like
to know why he failed to see John Henry, what he heard later,

thrown into the big fill at the east end of the tunnel? Or does h‘
doubt the truth of the story that Henry’s ghost is still driving steel
iIn the tunne]?

Like many of the older Negroes of the community, Cal Evans,
accord IS own statement and that of hie wife, followed f::
i into that part of the state. He W
: Virginia, worked first on the ro“n
t"l"ﬂES, West Virginia, later near Hllﬂ;-’:i‘:fgw .

. ‘he state, and around 1875 began coo
ro"nf[:‘?;'ne'i“ fHO'"tOH, cight miles from Big Bend. In ;s,fo:::
an of Orange ¢ ini their :
B¢ County, Virginia, They made

“) The S0 thern w . v
AR Bk, A
ﬂ ,ﬂ '..,l;'y"-' p. 34, 1 (Dee, 1030), 14qfy,
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- Hinton, where Mr. E\_!ans continued
in arching the tunnel with brick was pe _
he moved to Big Bend_to cook for the Wm_!\_meenarl}‘ ighties, 1)
sere. He ‘ha'd no opportunity, therefore, tq 7 Johi—l a&c}e rémained
«teel in building t‘he tunnel between 1870 ang 1872 ary drive
" His contact with the ‘Funnel for half 3 century made it :
for him to learn the stories of John Henry there, and hila e
of telling them is a matter of general knowledge in the u;mmm-‘cfe
Although he objects to the reports of Henry’s ghost dri\-inmm-m"'
in the tunnel, and of Henry’s death as a result of the drillin -go btef\l
what he really believes can be understood only through an acq%mnr:‘tes.t:
with the man. He is one of the Negroes at Big Benq generally \ ti)n%u
fo be afraid of John Henry at night, --not that phe admits Tt \\:;
course, - - but this fact must not be overlooked in reporting his t
of the ghost story, and of any other part of the tradition such
as Henry’s spectacular death from the contest, which seems t‘o\him
to contribute directly to it. He says that he saw, when the railroad
was being double-tracked in the eighties, a human skeleton unearthed
in the road bed over the big fill at the east end of the tunnel, where
the dead from building the tunnel were reported to be buried at
night; %) but he objects to the skeleton as that of John Henry. He
accepts, however, as factual the reports of Henry working in the
tunnel and his contest with the steam drill.

Verification of this explanation of Mr. Evans can be made at
Big Bend with no great difficulty. W. M. White, %) a student in
West Virginia University, who since he was a small boy has had a
camp on Evans’ place, about a hundred yards below the east portal
of the tunnel, where he employs Evans to cook for him during
several weeks every summer, and where he has listened for hours
n the evenings to Evans’ tales of John Henry, says that Mr. Evans
will not go alone at night to the tunnel, and that in going at night
to Talcott, a small village just above Big Bend, he paddles his boat
Up Greenbrier River in order to avoid contact with Henry’s ghost.

Mr. Evans is much less courageous than Mr. Anderson, the Negro
or care-taker of the tunnel, who has what people in the

cooking at the roundhoys

until gun in the aean

Then

distrust

neighborhood call 2 “pension job”. On my first trip to Big Bend,
w fall of 1925 | saw Mr. Anderson pushing a wheelbarrow

him With rubbish out of the west end of the tunnel, and called to
John the embankment fifty feet above and asked if he had Seeﬁ’
Henry while he was on the inside. He answered, with a goo
m‘i'"lh. that he had no faith in the stories of John Henry,
ﬂiq.md seeing John Hedrick, the man he regarded as knowing
the Henry tradition.

“ )L ‘ ing March.
i, 0& - Miller says that Big Bend Tunnel caved in during N ke
Yoy mtlu result that the “railroad company was forced fto are

brick" Hl.il[i:v La;lr(.'?uu:?nmrprs'(:ounty. Wes

tiej ’
# E&.’&‘h
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erson explained how, in spite of the local fe,,
hos}tvir.h:nfad taken charge when he came there more t?:an
gears’before' He had had his most exciting experience on Walk‘}‘
{hrough the tunnel soon after his arrival. About hajf the distamg
through he had heard John Henry driving steel, and had ey - nee

‘ i . . NEnced
difficulty in waiting for a clqser acquaintance with th
3?;3:;; lyef: hg had been able to discover that what he he;dst':;

ing above the roof of the tunnel. )
wate[r; ig%zplggcame clear, however, that his stories of John
were confined to the death of the steel-driver as A result of th:
drilling-contest and the subsequent escapades of his ghost aroung
the tunnel. Mr. Anderson believes that a man by the name of John
Henry worked in the tunnel, and seems to think everybody else should
Like Mr. Evans, though, he was not at the tunnel while it was undep
construction and knows only what he has heard about the steel-driver.
As respects the Henry tradition, Evans and Anderson are both
“positive” and “negative”, but perhaps would cause the classifiep
no great trouble. They accept certain parts of the tradition as factual,
and regard certain other parts as ‘‘stories’’. The investigator, therefore,
who has a use for their beliefs about Henry must be on his guard to
avoid misrepresenting them, as seems to be the case in Dr. Johnsop
report of Evans’ testimony.
The same explanation can hardly be made in the case of
Hedrick. %) Dr. Johnson says that Mr. Hedrick “did not work on 1
tunnel”. The reaction of Mr. Hedrick to this statement is about wha
one might expect from a Confederate soldier after telling him
he was not in the Civil War. Mr. Hedrick insists that he began ¥
the first gangs at Big Bend and stayed on the job until the
was finished. He quotes Mr. Hedrick as saying, “l did not
contest myself, but I heard the men talking about it right aftel
took place.” He fails to say where Mr. Hedrick was at the time
the contest, or where he heard the men talking about it. And i
important to know the meaning of right after it took place”. Follow

. Hm
“singing and dﬁvi-ng:: in th tiat A so misleadint
in mﬂhu statemen _‘Ne‘ contest. Dr. Johnson is also

“Mr. ther John
Henry died after t, r. Hedrick could not say whe i

o the contest, although his i jon was that he
did not” Mr. Hedrick ; ) ) g‘ 1S 1mpres§ sy
with emphasi &:tdﬂ IS quite definite on the point, and does sa¥

b did not die immediately after the drilling-
wh% wﬂt on which Mr. Andersoz};, mentioned ‘:ﬁ
o s ghost g ttHOrity in disposing of the factual basi®
Ntervie: L the tunnel, If Dr. Johnson had MI

I_H -l
1
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N~ h de a diff
b would have made a different report. Mr. Hedr
?h\ ssibly he 's family with whom he lives in Hinton \X/es:ds?k o
A\ his datuhg;:fet'l;e interview was not held. ’ NG,
N dalm{)r. Johnson, of course, will have his own explanation for these
i‘ . repancies in the testimony he published from Big Benq. But he
h\! dl;l hg rdly find it nefzessary ,fo explain w’hy, aftgr quoting Neal Miller
n :;, using the -word “contest” for !-Ienr):‘s drilling-contest, he states
% » the following page that Mr. Miller “never spoke of the episode
N\ °s a contest, but as a te,st , %) or to exp?am the variations in his two
h; ;rintings of Mr. t];/]l_lller;sdreport, the third and last of the series |
| examine n this study. . . :
;!\ smlThe first printfm]% of this piece of testimony is easily accessible. )
3 i ollows:
“\1 The second is as

This man, known as Neal Miller, told me in plain words how he had
come to the tunnel with his father at 17, how he carried water and drills
for the steel drivers, how he saw John Henry every day, and, finally, all
sbout the contest between John Henry and the steam drill.

‘“When the agent for the steam drill company brought the drill here,’
said Mr. Miller, ‘John Henry wanted to drive against it. He took a lot of
pride in his work and he hated to see a machine take the work of men
like him.

‘Well, they decided to hold a test to get an idea of how practical the
steam drill was. The test went on all day and part of the next day.

‘John Henry won. He wouldn’t rest enough, and he overdid. He took
sick and died soon after that’ i

Mr. Miller described the steam drill in detail. I made a sketch of it
and later when I looked up pictures of the early steam drills, I found
his description correct. [ asked people about Mr. Miller’s reputation, and
they all said, ‘If Neal Miller said anything happened, it happened.’ 7t)

The first three quoted sentences of the second printing have no
8€ar parallels in that of the first. The fourth quoted sentence of
ﬁ_t_!eumd is a statement of fact, and differs materially from the
Goted statement of this fact in the first printing :

Ist: “The test lasted over a part of two days.”

Zd: “The test went on all day and part of the next day.”
These are

of ¢ ‘Mportant differences in the facts stated and in the form
; The fifth and sixth quoted sentences of the second
o h';cmm'ft’,"f fact, and statements of these facts are
{ form. mﬁm printing; but the two printings show no similarity
% Setond ori Cth and last sentence quoted from Mr. Miller in
ey, 15 also a statement of fact, but differs from the
Wotation of the first printing:

Mer fhyy » remember . . . he took sick and died from fever soon

F v Yook sick anq died soon after that.”
- | +Heney o
W) Bl Ay p a2

e

Y News, (Peb. 22, 1000), Welch, W. Va.
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’ it 1eliD

ualified statement of Henry s death “from fever» ; ‘ g g find !

t.,retim?es an unqualified statement in the second, anqg ’then ct::s firgg ﬂﬂﬁ ko
e

pe " gld
death is omitted. - e o b . ‘ngl 1997&
These are notable discrepancies in two Printings of the ﬁw a
report by the same editor. Does he mean to offer th Same

e fj

second printing as the correct testimony of Mr. Miller? p?:h;;st]}:e
" has a third version not less correct than the other two. ki he
designates the authentic one, however, noth{ng can be done Sk Wa:
of testing its keeping with the facts as Mr. Mllle_r claims to know Mo

The materials Dr. Johnson uses seem less important in pjs hangs
than his shifting point of view._ In 1929 ‘he prefers to believe i, the
reality of John Henry, but is “not :rrevc.)cab_ly' wedded tq this
position”’, 2) In 1930, without additions to his blbhography of 109
he is convinced of Henry’s reality, *) and for his stronger Position
relies heavily on Mr. Miller’s testimor_ly, the only one of the series in
question reproduced in this connection. In its second printing he
prepares for his sweeping conclusion by the adqmon of new jp.
formation such as John Henry “took a lot of pride in hig work”,
“hated to see a machine take the work of men like him”, and “wapted
to drive against it”, and by a general toning up of the report by
omitting expressions such as ‘““ae well as | remember”, Moreover

)
he changes the quoted statement, “If Neal Miller says it heppened,
then it must have happened”, ") to a stronger one, “If Neal Miller
said anything happened, it happened’’,

If Dr. Johnson toned up data for a
became convinced in 1930 that Henry was

toned down the same data when he was

stronger position when he
real, in all probability
not irrevocably wedd

::ﬂid;:dog “lean either way”?’f’):%@m
If one agsumes that Dr. John.
John Henry, capital It
ﬁﬂ .
1"' Y

-

-
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""cg (8 S |
\ , tely damning the steel-driver’s rea; ) _ :
:i\ \l, and qcllitb?md [Jl'()f a little influence of the m)’thilct:| ‘::2;3 ftalnt Praise,
'5'\ ,' he MIE 11(1 know, of course, that Dr, Johnson, before malf'e:r of 192_6
M\\ He wou 1027, had examined the report of atiotiies mvmg' his tri
% ' p‘ in m,lﬁl'cl. a challenge to hisl myth, and might fing that lfgtn{;glatc)r at
Nh\- the tu trump card by publishing a report in conflict. eant to

' ¢ his . ., s An
\é' l:ia}folluw him, through an imposing line of manipulations at&?g?é

b t imately to his testimony from Neal Mi] :

\ \ itimately 1 _ . al Miller, his “On

h‘ I}\L le";:m:t a mountain of negative cyldence!”_ Possibly he understf)o:lna;
\ rcast the theoretical value of a single affirmative witness on a point

';i outed fact. Why, t_he{l,_ whi}e joining the Talcott ch i
\\: Oﬁaigé:p"f Mr. Miller’s reliability, did he destroy his testimon;r?usD;g

: jeve that one man could affect his relationship to his ‘
X :1:03:::"3 When he became convinced of Henry's reality in” o
oy b without additions to his bibliography of 1929, did he abandon hey
“ altogether ? Shoul_d one regard such implications as less obvious ?
LI The hypothesis, at any rate, that Dr. Johnson deliberately set
!y out to destroy the evidence for John Henry as real would possibly

have to take into account his- changes in “John Henry” texts, and
they can have no positive bgarmg on the matter, other than of course
in so far as they evidence his wider practices in establishing a thesis.
And, unfortunately, his earlier ‘“‘objective studies” show the same
cultural practices as regards first-hand materials. On one page in
the first part of the book in which he created his mythical John Henry,
he offers the following lines brought more nearly up to date:

Goin’ 'way to leave you, ain’t comin’ back no mo’,
You treated me so dirty, ain’t comin’ back no mo’.

Where was you las’ Sattaday night
When 1 lay sick in bed?

He adds as source “songs gathered two decades ago” and published

For 1 goin’ *way to leave you, ain’t comin’ back no mo’;
You treated me so dirty, ain’t comin’ back no mo'.

Where were you las’ Saturday night,
When I lay sick in my bed? *)

Prpac m Specimens, faster, syncopated, and ‘“much more
% ot 00", suggest what one might find in his work if he

esting | 0 D¢ equally specific as to his sources. It mﬁ&:
'. know just what his collection was before his

W, however, he says, in a review of Roark Bradford's
' “one l'lﬁ'u lugu to see one's favorite e
SProut more new variants between the covers

ay 5 " 2.
‘ ‘llol.n.l.ln'}n 184 185, "

% 18)
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in fift f s 4 w?‘n
one novel than it would in fifty years of normal L T— W e
What conclusion, then, does Dr. Johnson expect from , re‘:"ifh. ") Fvﬁ
his own work? At least the name John Henry in version A g;v = w lﬂdj

Cox’s “John Hardy” should not have caused him the troubje (’fDaTr; w
inquiry. !
quThc r)nethods of Dr. Johnson seem clear enough, and one
not urge an ulterior purpose on his part. That set forth in his pr:fa'
to John Henry will take care of‘ his wark: “I conceijve my missi:e
to be to bring together and co-ordinate as much actual foji materi;i
as possible.” That his apparatus, as set up for such a Purpose, is
not sufficient for handling historical evidence is too obvious, apgd :Jue
need not ask how much of his collection he regards as “actual fol
material”’”. One need not emphasize his failure to distinguish -
folk materials and direct or first-hand testimonial data, His desire.
perhaps, to avoid dullness should be taken into account. He states
in his preface that he is “not one of those who believe that fo dore
studies must be dull in order to be scientific”. Yet he can han
maintain that his methods are scientific. -
Fle renewed his investigations in 1927, with the question: |
this John Henry tradition true? I do not consider this ques
any great importance.” *?) In 1929 he concluded that the “que
of whether the John Henry legend rests on a factual basis
all not of much significance”.®) This position is about w
might expect after examining his methods, and ample chara
of his efforts in dealing with evidence for the existence.
Henry. Why he steps aside to exploit such evidence when
that it is already in the hands of another investigator is les
Whatever his full purpose may be, his manipulations hav
destroyed the evidence of Henry’s connection with Big Bend Tu
and the larger matter of Henry’s reality. | -
. At all events, in discussing the John Henry tradition Dr. Joh
is identified with two points of view, the mythical of G
the Carolinas and the factual of Big Bend Tunnel in West
The former he shares with Dr. Odum, and while ostensibl

property, and with marvellous liberality by way of invitatio
other researcher.s., and analyses for their guidance, has han
with great humility, and to the satisfaction of everybody.®)

all is said and done ho e = but mistal
the truth totally > wever, | must insist that he “doth

“) The Nation Oct. 7, 193
L] ' . N l. :
muu;; 6'!03:1 (’;‘oi,'; ' 8 \ei'thwﬁ(")' ;He quotes on the preceding Page e
: v
- Ehon{’lnd Topaz (eed,m I:ovements.

) Joh S. Johnson), p. 50.
a ’bl » 1 A

=

¢} H Gerould ci
Pound, Jo 4y y hhe Ballad of Tradition Cf LEE
Kional m-::l'hﬁlilfl'lo'aa&':;. %ia?i". Wimbiaiy,. FatkARES

o
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20
i"h luj[‘l!ll‘il' s to throw more llght on the J”!HI H(‘nr\- t[‘]d‘tl]
ol ' 1 ‘-l b o 1 » 9 - - i < (- .
|t has already had sufficient attention as a sacred thing. [ shall t-d?e
accot ter variety and wider diffusion, and [ﬁreqan &

int its grea ; -
eroar body of m;m'-ri.:il Sfl‘(‘.r\i\-'.lllgtlf!‘-i ‘r;nnncctiuns with Big Bend Tunnel
l.h-_ Johnson has t:lkt‘ll..l"l“ U‘i its purely negative aspects in th'lt.
Dt i, and I’t._,”, confine myself mainly to the other side with )‘t
ard for people who never saw or heard of the steel-d iver
this work as a human being supcri-;‘-; ‘:th -t‘fl\ef.
- course

undue reg o
He will appear in 1S a
common frailties of mankind

ithout the

into

put not Wi




may prefer variety, or intensity. The tradition is

THE JOHN HENRY TRADITION

ition is widely diffused and pe
hn Henry tradition is widely .
folk 1;2%1{:!) lgwer tenth, to bums or gods as the reader ma

SOmething of He

i smacks of the luxuriously elemental, ' an
;ggfify,toanb(:xl}t’iculati(m of what millions of toilers s&qgg‘;m_f
press, on and off, in and out, by day and by mg}_lt: It IS not a‘h]e;
a ballad, a song: it is all of these“and more, a”hvmg thing, an i
such cannot be fully presented. “John Henry_, NOW  avajlahle in
nearly a hundred variants,') is the best expression of the traditio

Mr. Brown,?) who contributes a text of the ballad, writes from
Shanghai, China, that he has heard it in many plac.es:

I’'ve heard the song in a thousand different placesi nigger extra gangs,
hoboes of all kinds, coal miners and furnace men, river and wharf rats,
beach combers and sailors, harvest hands and timber men. Some of them
drunk and some sober. It is scattered over all the states and some places
on the outside. I have heard any number of verses cribbed bodily from
some other song or improvised to suit the occasion ...

The opinion among hoboes, section men and others who sing the song

is that John Henry was a negro,

‘a coal black man’ a partly forgotten

verse says, ‘a big fellow’ an old hobo once sajd. He claimed to haye
known him but was crying drunk on ‘Dago Red’, so I'm discounting
everything he said. I have met very few who claim to have known him.

There was a giant

Rockwood, Tennessee.

to be as

of the steel they were 1

ordinary with a ham

is
tradition

large as an ordinary man’s wrist.

it shows som

ho was John Henry ?

2 “big fellow”

The account, howe
something definite for
e —

aying, straighten up,
nd lower it back in

mer.

report shows

ething of its chara

with a possible an
» OF a “giant yellow negro

C

ral through the mountains between Nashville and
His name was John Henry and his thumb was said

He could pick up a length

turn himself completely around,
to place.®) I am not claiming
He wasn’t anything above the

more than a wide diffusion of the Henry

ter, and raises the question,

. ”n
swer in a ““coal black man”,

1

ver, of the “giant yellow negro” alone offﬂ"*ti
a test on this score, but he was a lifter, no

- 5.'S.” Pittsburgh. :
e task for 4 ¢ erman, provided the rail was
or 105", but this man p\vould have difficulty i

') See ix and Bipl
:i N, A.‘EW“,. ~ the' Uogaphy
4 possib)
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qﬂ

el
ol-driver. The large number of strong men. in
T connected with the Henry tradition, hardly
no '

dering this fellow as the original John Henry.

One way or
A Justifies even
éstrong man John Henry, colored”, of Tallega, Kentucky, L
.haractt‘fi“'d by common ‘rcpurt._ “This .J"‘h“ chr_\' it \\"1\"\.* :.‘S
‘.rried three large hewn railroad ties at a time in loading frej h *::ud
ca 2150 carried a barrel of coal oil, boxes of dry salt l%‘ = S
He &b of salt.”4) The record fails to say how m";m, NCOR ang

cons

arrels arms this

:tmng . ms this
Newton Redwine reports another John Henry of that region

- L : . Q

smaller man in some respects:

John Henry the steel driving champion was a native of Als s
jrom near Bessemer of Blackton. This is no doubt the ;&nM;hanmﬂ.fml
as he died when |1 was just a boy and I have heard my uncle te:llut'}tm.[f
exploits a number of times. The steel driver was between the a ‘:‘ hl;
45 and 50 years and weighed about 155 pounds. He was not a rea|E l:l (_)
but more of a chocolate color. He was strai ; ack

s straight and well muscled
For several years John Henry worked ar - e ec.
y ound the iron mining region

of Alabama. Later he became a steel driver and worked on the West
& Atlantic, now the N. C. & St. L., also on the Memphis & Ch Ies ern
now the Southern from Memphis to Salls o arleston,
2 p sbury, N. C. His fame as a steel

a.in\rer grew each year and he was in great demand on every constructi
job and drove steel on practicall ve ‘ ST

{ P y every road under construction duri
his dI:y. The Queen & Crescent was his last job v NS

e was well known to y

finished a job he would w lkaltlh the old contractors and when he had
e time. He finally landed at the the mountains to another, if he had
between Danville }z anded at the Kings Mountain tunnel on the route
death. He drove,.steZi’ f:ndf Oakdale, Teqn., where he woekedNEE,

John Henry drove tr 10“': years for the Cincinnati Southern...
B 2 ten pound sheepuiose. hammEiEAN
from where the hammer f?tt our feet long. This handle was made slim
' one half inch in thicknel ed on to a few inches back where it reduced
I was kept greased W‘ithss'; ;the width being five eights in this slim part.

0 jar the hands .. allow to keep it limber and flexible, so as
¢ would st s s,

¢ stand from ﬁve and one h lf f i 5
With full length of i alf feet to six feet from his steel
When jt of his hammer. The handle was so limber

Was held out A
m"- He drove stegluf Stra'g.ht the hammer would hang nearly half
Right than nineteen and rom his left shoulder and would make a stroke
The Making he B one half feet spending his power with all his
wouq mmer oyer ':;: lhra""’l with the speed of lightning. He would
‘hq. dowp his back ;g:ldcr and nearly the full length of the handle
=y lﬁll:k w Stve ¢ the hammer against his legs just below
M_' l‘lem, could l‘t::d long hours with a never turning stroke.
0

\"l‘llly 2 fast ag I n two powder cans and drive a drill
¢ could drive it straight down - -with the

hl&f Beattyvitie gy

tha
o

erprise (a weekly), Beattyville, Ky,
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same long sweep and rapidity of the hammer.
can with feet together, toes even and drive all
He was the steel driving champion of the .
never been equalled.

There was a white man brought from some
Tennessee, to work in the Kings Mountain tunnel who Py
driver. 1 think his name was Duffin, They drove steel i 00d gy
heading together. They were so far under the mounta
bad and stale. John Henry thought the Tennessee m
hole down first and became fatigued and fell.
me a cool drink of water before I die’. This was before

He coulg stand o 3
day neyer '"‘Ssing‘
OUntTY and pig . Srog,

ec0rd ha; j
point near SOUlh ) M
p -

years. This is what I have personally heard from my uncle ang o f
old men who worked there. The best | remember it was about mm't
John Henry died . .¥%)

At this point the account turns to the history of steam dril, -
with the statement, “At that time there were no steam drillg vro IO
an air or steam drill dependable and servicable for nearly thirty vesre
after John Henry’s death” about 1880. Mr. Redwine should '
examined Drinker’s work on steam drills and tunnelling, ) publs
in 1878, for an account of the steam drill as a mechanical
long before that date, with its subsequent use in building ty
Kentucky. The line “Give me a cool drink of water hef
is found in several versions of “John Henry”, which is the i
of the drilling-contest between John Henry and the steam drill, a
which is connected with a different tunnel as this study will sl

Although the greater part of this report, showing pr
adaptation or localization from the Henry tradition, with
workman either real or imaginary as in the case of othe
mentioned, seems nearer fiction than fact,”) Mr. Redw
port of a wide belief in a John Henry of that region.
writing from Florida, says: “John Henry was a c
was told by my grandfather that he was born in an ¢
out a little ways from Mobile, Alabama, and that is |
he did most of his steel driving, also Tennessee.” M
West Virginia, adds: “My grandfather knew John F

) 1bid., Feb, 1, 1929,

Henry 'S, Drin s 1 xple
and Rock Drilly Shis :o’;l?'h?e?‘_' 'ﬁ”
7) While Mr, Redwine’s account of
much of the good thing, it is what might be ca
xoc':: ';l::nw‘ln o!r'hl:uga s ‘S Py
eriptions of tlu' weird ot A o

contest Aokae!
seckdriver ever handled his 'llﬂ':::fn
Bt Vo reb &5
s John ¥

#ily News, Welch, W, ;
w1, see the " artist
Jan, 1031, e

b R e e
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24;,_\{ g \j* THE BEREA QUARTERLY
"t ft._ [, | ‘ (Bcrea' Ky.), 14 (OctObef, 1910): 26
iy » 0 &, (N. 3). — Two stanzas only: —

' \\:ﬁ - & : :

\ \ ) “John Hardy had a wife, a child,
L A wife and child had he;

“a, ke But he cared no more for his wife and child
2 \:\ Than he did for the fish in the sea.
. T
“'_‘;lts_ < "‘h: He'd play cards with a white man,
N MQ He'd play cards with him fair,
B N\ He'd play the hat right off his head,
e oy o E‘. He’d play him for his hair.”

t&:l Y
| iy C. BROWN, Literary and Historical
MQ: Balfg%iifefature in North Association of North Carolina,

: i from Dec. 1-2, 1914), p. 12. Listed as

_ Carolina (reprinted : '

:“ Ay N Proceedings and Addresses of the found in North Carolina.
a

} "‘b; Fifteenth Annual Session of the

" npy w

g : JOHN HARDY.

'..:k (Version a.)

& (Communicated by Dr. H. S. Green, Charleston, W. Va. He obtained it from

mmBNCE y 3 Ex-Gov. W.A.McCorkle, who says he has known it about twenty years.)

1. John Hardy was a bad, bad man,
He came from a bad, bad land;
He killed two men in a Shawnee camp,

Cause he’s too damn nervy for to run, God damn!
Too damn nervy for to run.

2. John Hardy went to the rock quarrie,
He went there for to drive, Lord, Lord!
The rock was so hard and the steel so soft,
That he laid down his hammer and he cried, “O my God!”
He laid down his hammer and he cried.

3. John Hardy was standing on my right-hand side,
we. The steel hammers on my left, Lord, Lord!
Before I'd let the steamer beat me down,
I'd die with my hammer in my hand, by God!
I'd die with my hammer in my hand.”

4. John Hardy yas standing at the dice-room door,
S0 drunk he could not see, Lordy, Lord!
10?“% his woman, five dollars in her hand,

Ou count John Hardy in the game, God damn!
You couny John Hardy in the sume.'Fll

s
lﬁ'l‘hm WenL Lo playing in the game of cards,
e dor P2 Was broken, sy, he stayed, Lordy, Lord!
drawed (e fiine of diamonds to a dismond bob,

0
e mys, “I'll lot the whole damn bill lay, by God!"
Qi.q"i let the whole bill play.” 2

LS
M:‘-ﬂ:&%.‘mﬁ"’“"
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Up stepped a leaceman, catched him by the arm, g “
Says, “John Hardy, come and go with me, poor boy!
John Hardy, come and g0 with me.” ’

7. Friends and relatives all standing round,
Crying, “John Hardy, what haye you done, poor boy?” _
“I've murdered two men in the Shawnee cam ; - 9. *
Was too damn nervy for to run, God damp! e
Now I'm standing on my hanging-ground.”

(Version b.)

(Communicated by Mr. E. C. Smith, Weston, Lewis County, who optgina s .
from Miss Maude Rucks, Heaters, Braxton County.) tained i

1. John Hardy was but three days old,
Sitting on his mamma’s knee,
When he looked straught up at her and said,
“The Big Bend Tunnel on the C. & O. Road
Is bound to be the death of me,

The Big Bend Tunnel on the C. & 0. Road
Is bound to be the death of me.”

2. John Hardy was standing in a dice-room door,
Not taking any interest in the game,
When a yellow girl threw ten dollars on the board,

Saying, “Deal John Hardy in the game, poor boy!
Deal Jgohn Hardy in the game.”

3. John Hardy drew his pistol from his pocket,
And threw it down on the tray,
Saying, “The man that uses my yellow girl’'s money,
I’'m going to blow him away, away,
’m going to blow him away.”

4. John Hardy drew to a four card straight,
d inaman drew to a air;

John failed to catch, and the Chirfaman won,

And he left him sitting back dead in his chair,

And he left him lying dead in his chair.

John started to catch the east-boun
dark he could not see;

A police walked up and took him by the arm,
mloh: 'g!udy. come and

d train,

g0 with me, poor boy!
dy, come and go with me.”

6. Ia_ _ t
" ey S .
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“I've been to the East and I've beep %
e ;"vc travelled this wide world round: he West,
! I've been to the river and I’ve been bapﬁzed
0y And now I’'m on my hanging

/ g8round, Q Ilord!
And now I’m on my hangmg-ground,

9, “I don’t care a damn for the C, & 0.
’ And I don’t care a damn what I
I don’t care a snap for the police_”
But they let John Hardy get away, poor boy!
[ They let John Hardy get away.

Road,
say;

( Version c.)

(Commun.icated by Mr. Lee C. Wooddell, Durbin

ir. L » Pocahontas County, who
obtained it from Mr. Ernie Wright, Hosterman,

Pocahontas County )

1. John Hardy he was two years old,
Sitting on his mother’s knee-
“The Big Ben Tunnel on the C. & 0. Road
Is going to be the death of me, poor boy,
Is going to be the death of me, poor boy,”

2. John Hardy went into a Wild West show,
Playing at a fifty-cent game:
Whoever wins my fifty cents,
I’m going to blow out his brains, poor boy!
I'm going to blow out his brains, poor boy.”

3. John Hardy laid down a twenty-dollar bill,
And he didn’t ask for change:
“AllT want is a forty-four gun
To blow out another nigger’s brains, poor boy!
To blow out another nigger’s brains, poor boy!”

4. John Hardy went to New Port,
Expecting to be free,
The detective patted him on the back:
“John Hardy, go along with me, poor boy!
John Hardy, go along with me, poor boy!”

“I've been to the East, I've been to the West,
And I've been al] over the world;

I've been to the river to be baptized,
gllt }'m On my hanging-ground, poor boy!
ut

M on my hanging-ground, poor boy!”

John Hardy haq o pretty little wife,

He kept her dressed in blue.
whf.n $he heard that John was dead, \
John Hardy, I've been true to you, poor boy!
John Hardy, I've been true to you, poor boy!

{ Version d.)

John g, Adkins, Branchland, Lincoln County, who
+ &1 old banjo-player.)
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1. John Hardy he was a desperate man,
He roved from town to town,
Saying, “The man that wins my money this
I'm going to blow his life away,
And lay him in his lonesome grave.”

time,

2. John Hardy was standing in the dice-ro
He was not concerned in the game;
Rozella threw down one silver dollar,
Saying, “Deal John Hardy in the game, poor boy!™
Saying, “Deal John Hardy in the game.’

om door,

3. John Hardy threw down one half-dollar,
Saying, “‘One half of this I'll play,
And the man that wins my money this time,
I’'m going to blow his life away,
And lay him in his lonesome grave.”

4. John Hardy was making for the station that night,
It was so dark he could hardly see;
A policeman took him by the arm,

Saying, “John, won’t you come and go with me, poor boy?

John, won’t you come and 20 with me?”

S. Every station they passed through,
They heard the people say,
“Yonder goes John Hardy making his escape,
John Hardy is getting away, poor boy!
John Hardy is getting away.’

6. They brought John Hardy out before the Jjudge,
And bond they offered him:
No bond was allowed a murderen man,

So they put John Hardy back in jail, poor boy!
They put John Hardy back in jail.

7. John Hardy’s wife went mourning along,
Went mourning along in blue,
Saying, “O John, what have you done!
I've always been true to you, poor boy!
I've always been true to you.’

(Version e.)

ramunicated by Mr. E. C. Smith, Weston, Lewis County. It was written out

v ooy by Walter Mick, Ireland, W. Va., who learned it from hearing i
sung by people of his community.) - o

I=" -

1. John Hardy was a little farmer boy,

‘ er's knee;
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1 John Hardy's mother ran up to him,
5 Saying, ‘‘Son, what have you done?”
“1 murdered a man in a Chinese camp,
oy And now I'm sentenced to be hung, poor boy!
And now I'm sentenced to be hung.’

4. John Hardy’s father went to the judge,
Saying, “What do you think will be done?”
The judge he answer with a quick reply,
“I'm afraid John Hardy will be hung, poor boy!
I'm afraid John Hardy will be hung.”

5. John Hardy was standing in a dice-room door,
He didn’t have a nickel to his name;
Along came a yaller gal, threw a dollar on the board,
Saying, ‘‘Deal John Hardy in the game, poor boy!”
Saying, “‘Deal John Hardy in the game.”

6. John Hardy was standing in a railroad-station,
As drunk as he could be:

P A policeman came up and took him by the arm,

“John Hardy, come along with me, poor boy!

John Hardy, come along with me.”

7. “Oh, who will shoe your pretty little feet,

o And who will glove your hands,

And who will kiss your sweet rosy lips,
When I’'m in a foreign land, poor boy!
When I’m in a foreign land?

8. “My father will shoe my pretty little feet,
My mother will glove my  hands;
John Hardy will kiss my sweet rosy lips,
When he comes from a foreign land, poor boy!
When he comes from a foreign land.’

9. John Hardy married a loving wife,
And children he had three:
He called to him his oldest son,
Saying, “‘Son, make a man like me, poor boy!”
Saying, “Son, make a man like me.’

10. John Hardy married a loving wife,
He he had three:
cared 3: m:‘: fior !;‘.il gr;fe and tt:_hild AL
rocks in the bottom of the sea, I boy
the rocks in the bottom of the sca.‘Poo

+ = The followin
““ to me l:
_ l:mugr 1918 by
' ¥ L] cRIo
o Keystone, MeDowell
:" present at the
humlm of

““Hardy worked for the
Shawnee Coal Comﬂany. and one
pay-day night he killed a man ina
crap game over a dispute of
twonty-five cents. Before the
game began, he laid his pistol on
the table, say to it, ‘Now |
want you to lay here; and the first
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igger that steals money from me,
I mean to kil him' About
midnight he began to lose, and
claimed that one of the Negroes
had taken twenty-five cents of his
money. The man denied the
charge, but gave him the amount:
whereupon he said, ‘Don’t you
Know that I won’t lie to my gun?’
I'hereupon he seized his pistol and
shot the man dead.

“After the crime he hid
around the Negro shanties and in
the mountains a few days, until
John Effler (the sheriff) and John
Campbell (a deputy) caught him.
Some of the Negroes told them
where Hardy was, and, slipping
into the shanty where he was
asleep, they first took his shotgun
and pistol, then they waked him
up and put the cuffs on him.
Effler handcuffed Hardy to
himself, and took the train at
Eckman for Welch. Jusf as the
train  was passing through a
tunnel, and Effler was taking his
prisoner from one car to another,
Hardy jumped, and took Effler
with him. He tried to get hold of
Effler’s pistol; and the sheriff
struck him over the head with it,
and almost killed him. Then he
unhandcuffed himself from
Hardy, tied him securely with
ropes, took him to Welch, and put
him in jail.
: in jail after hig
conviction, he could look out and

he men building his scaffold;
his

It’s a dobro.

baptized. Evans said he would as
soon baptize him as he would 2
white man. Then they let him put
On a new suit of clothes, the
guards led him down to the Tug
River, and Evans baptized him.
On the scaffold he begged the
sheriff’s pardon for the way he
had treated him, said that he
intended to fight to the death and
not be hung, but that after he got
religion he did not feel like
fighting. He confessed that he had
done wrong, killed a man under
the influence of whiskey, and
advised all young men to avoid
gambling and drink. A greal
throng witnessed the hanging.
“Hardy was black as a crow,
over six feet tall, weighed about
two hundred pounds, raw-boned,
and had unusually long arms.
Came originally from down
castern  Virginia, and had =
family. He had formerly been
and was about forty
or more." — John

E..ll méu ey
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ced to hang. It 1s said that Vol. XXXII. 505,

P.

e : ‘ _ and in ;
. om his cell could see men  doctoral dissertat; by -
hﬁﬂgngthe scaffold on which he Harrington Cox iilonfhe }Hw J\?t}n
‘uuld pe hanged and that the University Library. i
:Oc;,demﬂed man swore he would The following order for the
= suffer that k}nd of death. execution of John Hardy is on file

e B gu ggns:li:i?édw}l?mhz}g at tEe cgu&'t house in Welch:
dod H , v . dy came again the State
;ﬁenmd advised him not. to kill by her attorney andgthetil;:isb;r‘:?r
self or compel the officers to  who stands convicted of murder

bt

but to prepare for his in the first degree was again

HENRY: A FOLK-LORE STUDY £
re Study by Louis W. Chappell
by permission of the author.
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brought to the bar of the Court in
custody of the Sheriff of this
County; and thereupon the
Prisoner being asked by the Court
- if anything he had or could say
why the Court should not proceed
to pass sentence of the law upon
im in accordance with the
verdict of the jury impanelled in
this cause, and the Prisoner saying
nothing why such sentence should
not be passed upon him by the
Court; It is therefore considered
by the Court that the Prisoner
John Hardy, is guilty as found by
the verdict of the jury herein and
that the said John Hardy be
hanged by the neck ux}’al he is
dead, and that the Sheriff of the
County, on Friday the 19th day
of January 1894, take the said
John Hardy from the jail of the
County to some suitable place to
be selected by him in this County
and there hang the said John
Hardy by the neck until he IS
dead, and the prisoner 1§
remanded to jail.” .
JOHN HARDY. Sheel music,
hy Elie Siegmeister.
umj”(‘)gﬁ(riulﬂ);'. BRINEG THE JUG
'ROUND THE BIek. Single
: inger Brothers.
“’“}'}3’;.,5‘55%‘," Jeraldine, lw;:;:
o “lerry” was O, o o h3
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PREFACE

o folk-lore figure, e.specia_lly in the American black belt and
s;egionsr John Henry is having a somewhat varied development,
porder htfully belongs to the rock-tur!nel gangs, the hand-drillers of
but ;gntiel‘- He is the great steel-driver, and as natural man flings
the if, in a moment of triumph, against the machine of the industrial
hlm‘?d ' fter the Civil War. Like Paul Bunyan, he does impossible
nlike him, he often does them unassumingly. Thus he

| tradition, and has not run, like Robin Hood, the full

lar evolution, to the reductio ad absurdum of
~a greater metamorphosis has achieved diverse
ipations, some of them superhuman, perhaps,

e of the factual material that lies behind
as engaged the attention of several scholars,
g variety of results. For the most part,
sion in one way or another. John Henry
Hardy, another popular character
he was set apart as purely mythical.
vit due regard for the tradition itself,
d or abandoned altogether. Presumably as
he has had some attention; but, more
e of an objective treatment, a cloud
d his more human qualities. Whether
~ strangely enough, have treated him the
tion of the whole matter, on the basis of
( seems necessary.

years ago when this study began John Henry
| at various points in the South, I was the first

ate region of his activity, as indicated by the
then, with more than intermittent attention, I
trail from the Great Lakes to the West Indies,
y visited what seemed to be the most significant
gh some of the minor results of these investigations
in the learned periodicals, the larger aspects of the

O require the space of a monograph. .
Sy ‘ to this study are many, scattered far and wide.

remember them, but they are too numerous to
ikl for helpful suggestions are also due to Dr. John
Dr. Walter Wadepuhl, my colleagues in West Virginia

3 ¥

L. W C
i TR Dr. C W's John Henry is reproduced here
“ vy from the p‘:)ll. In order to facilitate use of
v A, the original pagination has been retained.

11N




INTRODUCTION

Interest in the John Henry tradition dates back to 1909
Louise Rand Bascom published, from western North Car’l‘the Year
lines of ““John Henry”:1) Olina, ty,
Johnie Henry was a hard workin’ man,
He died with his hammer in his hand ?),

Along with this fragment, Miss Bascom contributed a2 yerc:
‘“John Hardy”,®) the ballad of a Negro murderer and outla;rs[l,on :
in southern West Virginia near the turn of the century. In Opp o
1910, two stanzas of ‘“John Hardy” from Kentucky appe CtObe'r’
Berea Quarterly, and the following year Shearin fnfdagg E
mentioned as current in that state both “John Henry” and « o
Hardy”.¢) In 1913, Perrow published versions of the John HJOhn
song from Indiana, Tennessee, and Mississippi, and a "el‘&‘iﬁllenq
“John Henry” from Kentucky ?) The same year Professor Kittred;:
added a text of “John Hardy”, ) communicated by Dr. John H. ¢
who obtained it in The following year “John Hﬂfd‘;’f"

e entucky and
gy y tradition
iy Fa , with John
o eport of John
3, S & f the :buildi:g
_ o A Virginia about 1872, who
1 i e~
the ]&Uﬂ ; ballad as separate from the

types, see Appendix.

n-:
——
=2

H. es, see Appendix.
‘“trg%' Combs. ‘T Syllabus of Ken-
Ve nal, XXVI, 163 ff.
F. C nal, XXVI, 180—182.
Annual Se L " and Addresses of the I5th
u.“." OC‘. Yai: ’ ry and Historical Asso-
ere 'y
3)]&- - L 2.
i I, 14
o
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2
sart of the state. McCorkle characterized John Hardy a¢ ,

of kind heart, very strong, pleasant in his addres<
5 roué, a drunkard, and a fierce fighter” 2 <o ¢
character.*) This account combines the tradition of the

1€ steel-driver

ohn Henry and that of the outlaw and murderer ok Hard
- 4 il diUy

Y€1 2 oambl.
- = Sedunc M

SOrt -
e LOMposite

Following the lead of McCorkie’s ballad text and hearsav »
Dr. Cox, in 1919, accepted John Henry as John H_—g‘.m \..L_H:“f“_‘:_
% dentified as the Negro murderer hanged at Welch West "\'.‘::': -
5 in 1894, and treated the Henry ballad and song :35 bé}\.—,ngl;ii:m;!

Hardy. Among the tl?ings that appealed to Dr. Cox as significant
in this body of material were “the two groups of facts in SH&l:d‘:‘r}i
life centring respectively about the dates 1872 and 1894, which furnts;

the nuclei for three types of ballad as to content- (a) John Hardy

¥ .
. the steel-driver; (b) John Hardy, the steel-driver and the murd

2 ered,
: () Jobn Hardy, the murderer”.:?) By 1925 he had succeeded in
| b - nine versions of his “John Hardy”, and in that

ated | teament of john Ht_:nr)'r and John Hardy as the
he mwered ol?jecuous to his thesis with a
ion of the subject, ) and the following year

s of Dr. Cox’s “John Hardy”, ") stanzas

, 1 of C, 1 of E, and all of H belong to “John
- Jot W. however, appears in stanzas 4 and
8 ak sor questions; but, since the two ballads
" of the other texts, and since the names Henry

o
|

K oruul XXXI1, 505520,
woES 0 1 ‘Oﬂih. p. 175 11,
;o ,,‘EL :.t * u‘
L ’u.l l.t c-.l I, llg? 20 1f
"Sita Barter ' g
Sgs o he South, pp. 178188,
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and Hardy appear together in A, one is disposeqd i
together in H. This text, though, comes from Knott (;r..ﬁntf-“e-‘“
and the two ballads seem not to be greatly confyseqd 4 K
It appears, moreover, that Dr. Combs contributeg the T2t Stapy
Folk-Songs of the South, and then published ; ball,
same year as ‘“‘John Henry, The Steel~Driving Man” w: ¢
name John Hardy occurring in it.”*) Such a significans ’Lﬁout the
on the part of two noted ballad scholars in handling comm, iference
would seem to call for an examination of the texts they M Materjy
relative to this study. Y Publisheg

Their two printings of H have additional values in that directi
Dr. Cox uses the name “John Henry” for Dr. Combs’ “Joh‘recﬁop'
line 1 of stanza 2, “&” for Dr. Combs’ “and” in line 3 al ;t"'y In
and omits Dr. Combs’ “that” in line 4 of stanza 9. Furthermc. .
failure of Dr. Cox to continue his use of “etc.” beyo ndmlsmt:' the
resulted in the loss of n line 4 and the nec nza 6
for line 5 of each of

© 12 as given by Dr, Comps,
rentl hﬁllesi!ln
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Y 4

'—5: Stanza 6, line 4:

,Q; Combs: O come back home, babe, O come back home.

- Cox: Oh, come _ba-:k home, babe, come back home.

J These differences are sugmhcant, and _seem to belong to different
X versions of “The Yew Pine Mountains”, but Mr. Woofter seems to
A an individual source. ] ‘

“é What is the explanation of these _cilscr?pancics in common
\ material in the hands of these two editors? Are those in the
: «John Henry” text to be accounted for on the ground that Dr. Combs
\ farnished Dr. Cox a copy different from that he used in his own
» work? Are those in “The Yew Pine Mountains” text to be accounted
! for on the ground that Mr. _Woofter varied his copies of the same
X version of the song? Possibly the editors were using different
3 versions of the ballad and song and their variations can be explained
3 in that way. Their editorial notes throw no light on the matter, and
R the answer must come from Dr. Combs and Mr. Woofter,

: ~ The fact that the former has not published his texts the second

he latter’s ballad collection is still in manuscript form

- examination of their practices in handling such
Dr. Cox can be tested on that score. His
. that of his nine “John Hardy” texts
ive, in 1919, and that before this
d had two printings, one by Dr. Cox
sor Kittredge in 1913. Four
s in their several printings,

e eand, W, Va. ;
York Umiversity, collected the text
s a student in West Virginia University

it on to ﬁ!;rofes&m; Kitth'; to:

wo earlier printings, that o
f Dr. Cox in 1015, ezl.imch alike, and the
at of 1925, both by 3;' Cox, are m ulike’
wo words. The word “answer” in line 3 of
919 is “answered” in that of 1925, and “Oh
9 s O in that of 1925, with “answer” and “O"
printings. ‘1 am” in lines 4 and 5 of stanza 3

s contracted into “I'm” in those of the later
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What is the explanation of tlms‘o d.iscrc.pancies in the v
single editor? Does their character mdl_cz_ite 4 return to ¢ 0
of 18th century ballad scholars, a modified form of dey
accretion? Or can they be explained on other ground ? "
disposed to find that Dr. Cox has had his hand ip Mmatters ab?-m""'
his province. Very probably some of them are tYPngaphic;u e‘\?nc’
and others may have resulted from confusions in hand-ling . Tr\
number of manuscripts, possibly during years when he was Ox_ertar‘
with other work. His confusion, in this connection, of «“C. E Smitha*?r-i-
for E. C. Smith, “E. C. Sparrow’ %) for E. C. Perrow, ang “Ne %
Work-A-Day Songs” %) for Negro Workaday Songs possigb?
shows too great reliance on memory. Such variations, however i;
his two or more printings of these texts seem to render unnecess’m.y
the inquiry Dr. Guy B. Johnson states that he made of Dy Cox
concerning the appearance of the name John Henry in stanza 3 of
version A, %) : -
It follows, then, that the appe:

rk of

nce of the name John Hardy i
an extension of these methods
! _ uctaz;tly, to

the earlier two is contracted into
girl” in line 3 of stanza 5 in the
0. The most significant difference,
‘two later printings is the additio?

the printing of 1925 and 1919, but 70

ch - LIV
School Journal and Educator X
rnal, XXVI, 180. XXXII, 518; Folk-Songs '

; &1 ¢ A : k-
Son )l oltit‘;'ou,sxfm‘ H& Cl. Journal, XXVI, 163; Fo
ch, 1, 227,

f""‘_ﬁ'!;z-l Ne-trzgarolk-é oélog’ss.ol;inmq
mention but the songs sh gﬁ. ' "mio:“;ghn Hardy omtY

her as Henry Iy, and his .Whmph? gives the date
mhm - struction of Henry” texts B

. The most case that has '-“;,.’
te Tribune, Fayetteville, W

5
-
(=]
=
<

. 189.
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b k. i
b, N 6
dh,"‘ :\L [n 1925, the year Dorothy Scarhg
5. h n L ] - r rOU
g '*5:, cussion Dr. Cox’s treatment of the Henn_gf;ndacﬁpted Without gjs.
R otit,. DI Combs objected, and explained for “Joh ardy traditions o
*:\ Hard}'”= “Flles 'm.e sont pas davantage deux -\':lnriifgm-\'” -‘m:d Ih1
My '\f chanson ... Le récit dans John Henry est entier s o la méme
:Nﬁa" Two years later Dr. Gordon called attention to fhe g o crent.” =)
vy the two ballad heroes, and added that their songs areliwt»:‘:emm between
iy n

T .
y 77 I

confused by the singer”. He characterized Harqy as : . SOomewhat
Henry a good-natured, almost lovable steel-drivin’ maps ohC 20"
following year Dr. White agreed to the separation of thgnH D The

rdy traditions.*) These investigators of popular Sy and

y 4

717

=~
A,

h use of Henry material as that Dr oo
 for his CO@posite John ﬁard;,t Dr. Cox had made
' his colleague, Dr. johnson, published in 19y
denry” and four of the Henry song, and w
t ;_ﬁ:ﬁ n Henry was of sebarate 'origin :Js
jﬂhﬂ_',_. Hardy story in West Virginia.”
suggesting probabilities. Having failed |
s s g failed in
md Georgia to turn up any bio-
~ real person, they concluded that
character.” %)
pparently did not satisfy Dr. Johnson
W seeing the report of my in-
1 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway
his inquiries, culminating in a change
for the hero and a shift in point of
n the strength of this new information,
~ Bend Tunnel are so intimately connected
re ... we must look for the origin of the
n;”’ #4) and prefers “to believe that (1) there was
named John Henry at Big Bend Tunnel, that (2)
steam drill in a contest of the practicability of
(3) he probably died soon after the contest.”” *)
's du Midi des Etats-Unis, p. 104
Jordon. New York Times, June 5, 1927.
an Negro Folk-Songs, p. 189ff
_ .'ﬂw‘ Odum and Guy B. Johnson. Negro Workaday
' Wber, 1025, 1 i i hn H t Big Bend Tunnel,
of ruary, 1027, a ’193,';1;:8?5;5? (J;? ,’}.y ﬁfka therge fell into the
b

til 1 Could cn | had written the report to preserve my priority

. " t
g 0 complete a larger plan of investigation on the subject,
__.._‘_'“Ii“.'- g . ¥ " . " f Nor!h Cﬂro "'IB.
get it published at the University © Lol ol <

. I . Johnson's only acknowledgement: *1

w0 have made jnhnychry famous at Big Bﬂ.‘fd!.- ll l:.:’:d‘:*
w0 others who were trailing ‘Juhn Henry there belore & oy
gt Henry, p. M (n). If would be interesting to

..' . - '

Sl i
4.
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In taking this new point of view, however, Dr. Joh
'1<1"1n in

says that he began in February, 1926 “to purs
Big Bend Tunnel was the place of Ol‘!glljn :er ::e idea
tradition.” *) What he means by the expression - I“h
idea” is not altogether clear, but his treatment of ] hto Pursye tb.
mytltl frtomh m\;estlgatlons elsewhere as already show,? Z gienv :
ment at the time, several months after F. s e NS g
enough: cbruary, 1926, are \;]a::
Prof. J. H. Cox traces John Henry to a real
Negro who had a reputation in West Virginia l: ; F;:S?n John Hargy |
was hanged for murder in 1894 We are Eﬁhed tu e d“"" and wh

'“'to'lpm'sue the
ia until he saw

t. But his d;lsregard of my ngbfs
& the attention of readers
n_investigator’s priority

thout reference in this

es some questions that

ly Ithould have fiﬁt



THE JOHN HENRY HAMMER SONG

A

Mrs. Sidney Wilson, Mianehaha Spri
Wilson obtained this version from her brother, 3 man well ae
construction camps in the South -

In these mountains, - - huh:

Ain’t no hammer, - - huh,

In these mountains, - - huh;

Ain’t no hammer, - - huh,

In these mountains, - - huh;

Take this hammer, - - huh,

And give it to the walker, - - huh;
Take this hammer, - - huh,

And give it to the walker, - - huh;
Take this hammer, - - huh,

And give it to the walker, - - huh; .
For ’m goin’ home, - - huh.

To whip - a those children, - - huh;
I told Hattie, - - huh,
To whip -a those children, - - huh;
I told Hattie, - - huh,
To whip-a those children, - - huh;
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98
| told Hattie, - - huh,
To make her dress a little longer, - - huh:
I told Hattie, - - huh,
To make her dress a little longer, - - huh;
I told Hattie, - - huh,
To make her dress a little longer, - - huh;
A -showin’ of her laig, - - huh.
Vy N
M'l Newton Redwine. Mr. Redwine says: “John Henry had no regular

ong to sing as he worked, but it seems that the following was his favorite
;nsi before his death” The Beattyville Enterprise, Beattyville,

Ky., Feb. l’ 1929.
1 have hammered
Four long years
With this old hammer

I have hammered
On the W & A

I have hammered
On the old M & C
I have worked
Onthe C& S

The hammer am a ringin’
And the steel am a singin’
Pll put the hole

On down boys

Put the hole on down

This old hammer
Killed John Scott
It will never kill me

Hammer am a ringin’
Steel am a singin’

Pll put the hole

On down boys

Pll put the hole

On down - hut - hut - hut

Hut - hut - hut
Pll put the hole on down
"Il put the hole on down

This old hammer
Has killed jJohn Scott
It will never kill me
Hut-hut-hut

Fll put the hole on down, boys
Pll put the hole on down




John Hardy

HARDY, John. The popular
Song “John Hardy” without §
doubt had its origin and
development in West Virginia. The
hero of this modern ballad was a
Negro, whose prowess and fame
are sung far and wide among his
Oown race, and to a less extent
among white folk. No written or
printed statements concerning
him are known to exist except an
order in the courthouse at Welch,
McDowell County, W. Va., for his
€xecution. However, the
statements hereinafter given are
believed to be thoroughly reliable.

In a letter dated Charleston, =
W. Va,, Feb. 16, 1916, addressed
to Dr. H. S. Green of that city,
and written by the Hon. W. A,
McCorkle, governor of ‘West
Virginia from 1893 to 1897,
occurs the following: — g

“He [John Hardy | was a steel-driv
and was famous in the beginning of t
building of the C, & 0. Railroad.
was also a steel-driver in the beg

nf "‘- eas s AL .



to Dr. H. S. Green of that city,
and written by the Hon. W. A,
McCorkle, governor of ‘West
Virginia from 1893 to 1897,
occurs the following: —

“He [John Hardy ] was a steel-driver,
and was famous in the beginning of the
building of the C. & O. Railroad. He
was also a steel-driver in the beginning
of the extension of the N. & W.
Railroad. It was about 1872 that he
was in this section. This was before the
day of steam-drills; and the drill-work
was done by two powerful men, who
were special steel-drillers. They struck
the steel from each side; and as they
struck the steel, they sang a song which
they improvised as they worked. John
Hardy was the most famous
steel-driller ever in southern West
Virginia. He was a magnificent
specimen of the genus Homo, was
reported to be six feet two, and
weighed two hundred and twenty five
or thirty pounds, was straight as an
arrow, and was one of the most
handsome men in the country, and, as
one informant told me, was as ‘black as
a kittle in hell.’

""Whenever there was any
spectacular performance along the lines
of drilling, John Hardy was put on the
Job; and it is said that he could drill
more steel than any two men of his
day. He was a great gambler, and was




John Hardy Vs. John Henry

John. l',lw

RARDY Hardy"
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in a letter dated Charleston,
Va., Feb. 16, 1916, addressed
Dr. H. S. Green of that city,
written by the Hon. W. A.
~orkle, governor of West
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irs the following: —

He |John Hardy|] wasa steel-driver,

was famous in the beginning of the
eag of the C. & O. Railroad. He
%0 a steel-driver in the beginning
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%ad. It was about 1872 that he
® Ihis section. This was before the
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popular

notorious all through the coy
his luck in gambling. To the dl?slj:{, for
all through the country, he Was sfl"
‘greatest ever,” and he was admireq ane
beloved by all the Negro womep frod
the southern West Virginia lige to the
C. & O. In addition to this, he coulq
drink more whiskey, sit up aj Night
and drive steel all day, to g greate
extent than any man ever known in thé
country.

“The killing in which he made his
final exit was a ‘mixtery’ between
women, cards, and liquor; and i was
understood that it was more of g fj t
than a murder. I have been unaple to
find out where he was hung, but.have
an idea that it was down ip the
southwest part, near Virginia; but | am
not positive about this. In other words,
his story is a story of one of the
composite characters that so often
arise in the land, — a man of kind
heart, very strong, pleasant in his
address, yet a gambler, a roue, a
drunkard, and a fierce fighter.

“The song is quite famous in the
construction-camps; and when they are
driving steel in a large camp, the
Frowess of John Hardy is always sung.

enclose you some verses which are in
addition to the ones you sent me. Of
course, you understand that all this
about John Hardy is merely among the
Negroes. I cannot say that the John
Hardy that you mention was hung i
the same John Hardy of the song; but
It may be 5o, for he was supposed to be
hal;_ vi}({:inity when he last ;icplomd
msell. He was never an employee
the C. & 0. He was an employee of the
contractors, . R. Maggn
Co., and the Langhorn Company.

« Ernest 1. Kyle, a former
ht of Wort Virginia
¥, whose home is at
whom | asked




Negro over a crap game at
gﬁgg]:;e cﬁrmp. This place is now
known as Eckman, W. Va. (the name
of the P.O.). The_ Shawnee Coal
Company was and is located there.
Hardy was tried and convicted in the
July term of the McDowell County
Criminal Court, and was hanged near
the courthouse on Jan. 19, 1894. While
in jail, he composed a song entitled
‘John Hardy, and sung it on the
scaffold before the execution. He was
baptized the day before the execution.
The last information I got from W. T.
Tabor, who was deputy clerk of the
Criminal Court at the time of the trial,
and is now engaged in civil engineering.
There is no record of the trial of John
Hardy in the courthouse. Mr. Tabor
Informs me that there is no record of
the trial in existence. The only thing I
could find at the courthouse was the
order for John Hardy’s execution.”

The order is as follows: —
State of W. Va.

Vs.
John Hardy,

- Felony, |
o attorpe, ¢ again the State by




h® 2 find at the courthouse was the
ordfl:g fg? John Hardy’s execution,”

order is as follows: —
i State of W. Va,
Vs.
JOhn HardY.
Felony.

This day came again the State by
her attorney and the Prisoner who
stands convicted of murder in the first
degree was again brought to the bar of
the Court in custody of the Sheriff of
this County; and thereupon the
Prisoner being asked by the Court if
anything he had or could say why the
Court should not proceed to pass the
sentence of the law upon him in
accordance with the verdict of the jury
impanelled in this cause, and the
Prisoner saying nothing why such
ntence should not be passed upon

by the Court; It is therefore
considered by the Court that the
Prisoner John Hardy, is guilty as found
by the verdict of the jury herein and
that the said John Hardy be hanged by
$1° feck until he is dead, and that the
Sheriff of the County on Friday the
sla%}ih Jday of January ,1894, take the
-t t;:hn Hardy from the jail of the
slectey O SOme suitable place to be
®d by him in this ty and
there han gl is County
neck untjfh said John Hardy by the

¢eis d .
htemandod to jnuGad. and the prisoner

‘V.Ehe byf(al‘o

wing statement was
' \V. T. T.bor to w.




H. J. Grossman, principal
High School at Welch, and by
forwarded to me. |

“John Hardy: Negro, about fo
years of age; black in color; fr@
Virginia; worked as miner %
coal-fields; had no family as know
killed another Negro in a crap gam
over 75 cents; another Negro namel
Guggins helped him escape and tried t€
wrest gun from sheriff to shoot, but
both men were captured and returned
to Welch. Guggins was given a life term
for attempt to kill sheriff. __

“Hardy hung in ’94 in present
courthouse yard, though not such at
the time. At time of execution some
white man in the crowd started a pa ¢
by yelling, ‘O Lordy! O Lordy
Officers had to jail some twenty-five
thirty men before execution cou
safely be concluded. Hardy lies bun

N Woodmont iti
Welch » nt addition to tow

The statement of ;
1?_‘_133_'0_'}_. constable. whao
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~uitl in Woodmont addition to town
lows: — Welch.” '

The statement of R.
Johnson, constable, who helped
arrest Hardy, as compiled by Mr.

Charles V. Price, shorthand
ptrli‘:or?;?tivlt:g reporter at Welch, W. Va., from a
er in the first conversation between Johnson
to the barof and Judge Herndon, was sent to
the Sheriff of  me in the early part of the year
Reupon the 1917 [t follows: —
the Court if
 say why the “I was at Keystone the morning
d to pass the that Hardy killed this fellow, but I
pon him in  couldn’t tell you the fellow’s name
ctof thejury now. They were shooting craps at
¢, and the Shawnee camp, and he was

4

. why such crap-shooting, and Webb Gudgin was
Passed upon behind a rock with a Winchester, and it
5 therefore  is supposed that if Hardy didn’t get the

It that the man that he was there with a

il Winchester to get him. After he was

killed they sent to Keystone, and me

be hanged by and Tom Campbell went down there to
and that the gearchy the camps; and while we were
,';Fﬂday the searching the camps they said, “Yonder
7%, tak they go, down the road!” ang we got
= on the railroad and followed them to
1o be the old bridge below Shawnee, and
ﬂﬂldytgy and they turned up the hollow, and I says,
the € will follow them up there.” Tom

says, ‘No, we can’t follow them in the
Woods; they have got a Winchester, as
4 gun as we have got.” So we went

and decided to watch the trains.
&ud»mom,ltm.iiu
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illon, was watching Northfork
:::triv;r{ D'I‘hcy got on the train at
Grover, and they got them; and wht;n
they went to handcuff Hardy, Gudgin
was walking through the coaches. and
every one went out to get Gudgin, and
he made to jerk John off the train; but
John held to him till they got the train
stopped, and they sent a colored fellow
back there to help him, and they put
him on the train and brought him back
to Keystone. George Dillon and I took
charge of him. John wasn’t able to stay
up. We took charge of them and
guarded them that night, and they
come and threatened to lynch him, and
we said they couldn’t come up there,
and Webb said if we would unhandcuff
him and give him his gun nobody
would come up there. We had him over
Belcher’s store.

“I believe I come down the next
morning and put them in jail. I never
knew anything more about the case
until the trial. I was down here during
the trial. After he was found guilty he
wanted to be baptized. We took him
down there to the river, and 1 was
along with him when they baptized
him. I forget what preacher baptized
him. He had on a new suit of clothes,
hat and everything, but he didn’t like
the looks of his shoes at all. [ took
them back and swapped them; and
when he put them on and viewed
himself he had on the best suit he ever
had, the way I looked at it. He was
about six feet two, I think, or maybe
he might have been six foot three.”

JUDGE HERNDON. Give his color,
before you start on Gudgin.

MR. JOHNSON. He was black.
age';IUDGE HERNDON. About what
hml;vllR.tJl?HNSOiﬂ. Well, T couldn’t

Y tell you. I would fj i
abo.;x[tJ tl'ti.rty.l'r e B

DGE HERNDON. No i
ducrixlion of Gudgin. R S

MR. JOHNSON. Well, Gudgin, 1
believe, was a little taller than I am, |

bcye about six feet, heavily built, He

wasn't so f]
butlt aum"‘!lh!»’. but he was heavy
HERNDON

JUDGE
deputy sheriff at the timen
u‘. JOUNSON.
JUDGE 1 iyt constable,

doon 'wwl’mNDon. Campbell was

MR, JOUNSON Vo

Were  you

Effler was the sherj
County at that time?nﬁ

out here and look it up,
right out here SOomewhere,

MR. DAVID COLLINS It
back of the old tem rary jail
- JUDGE HERNIQN.\l sy yo,

on’t remember the £ i
John Hardy killed? ame.of the

MR. JOHNSON. No
remember him, |

JUDGE HERNDON. Ry
remember what they kille

MR. JOHNSON.
shooting craps. It is my under
they had had the Crap game
and this fellow had skinned H
he went back started the crap
get to kill him. That was the st _
at the time.

JUDGE HERNDON. In
words, this colored man tha
killed had skinned Hardy in
before that game?

MR. JOHNSON. Yes, sir
Hardy goes down and start
game, and Webb was
with his Winchester so if
he would get him. T ,
statement, what they cla
they came after us, when
down there.

JUDGE HERNDON. Wi
from?

might have heard, but I r
attention. We were out n
that night. I recollect it v
was about the first year
was elected sheriff. My r
that the time Hardy killed t
colored man was along
during the first of the yeal
and that he was tried
or May, 1893, and han
his conviction, abou



327

ut 6 feet high and about 25

miner 2b0 as well as I could guess at

Id, :
years oy ¥ d a Negro boy about 19
him. Held]_(ﬂf:nd he was a very black
{‘?;o_ofhat is about all I know about
hjm-‘!

The above-quoted statement_s_
seem fO establish two groups of
raCtls' (a) That about the year
13’;2' there was a certain John
Hardy employed as a steel-driller
in railroad-construction in the
southern part of West Virginia.
This man was a very black Neg:rp,
six feet tall, or more, of splendid
physique, a drinker, a gambler, a
roue, and a fierce fighter.

(b) That later this Negro killed
a man in an altercation of some
sort in which gambling played a

part.

(c) That the murder and
execution took place in the
southern part of the State, near
the Virginia line.

2. (a) That in the year 1893 a
certain John Hardy was employed
8 a coal-miner in the extreme
southern part of West Virginia.
This man was a very black Negro,
six feet two or three inches tall,
and a gambler.

_(b) That this John Hardy
i ed a man over a crap game for
€ sum of seventy-five cents.

(¢) That the murder and

' Tthggigian]tii?;.of th

g, Sablished,  but the
EXtreme)y - or ‘:I?e:glg-re the same is
bryme ocallty e ST

of the age
F1893
g whotl. IMPOrtant

BTy A he and th
72 are idention] i

prowess of the steel-driller of
1872 indicates a man of mature
age, let us say twenty-four or

twenty-five. In 1893 he would
then have been forty-five or
forty-six. Three of the men

connected with the trial of Hardy
have given estimates of his age as
follows: Tabor, assistant clerk of
the Criminal Court forty;
Johnson, constable, thirty: Payne,
juryman, twenty-five. The value
of these estimates depends upon
two things, — first, accuracy of
memory in recalling, after a lapse
of twenty-four years, such details
of feature as would enable one to
judge of age; and, second. the
ability of the witness to make
such a judgment. Mr. Johnson
says, "I couldn’t hardly tell you
about what age. | would figure
him about thirty.” The statement
itself indicates much uncertainity
about the matter. Mr. Payne says,
“About twenty-five years old, as
well as I could guess at him.”
Evidently at the trial Hardy’s age
was not brought out, or at least
not emphasized enough to be
remembered, and a guess by
memory after twenty-four years
may not be worth much. Mr.
Tabor says, “About forty years of
age.” Mr. Tabor was deputy clerk
of the court that tried Hardy, and
is now engaged in civil
engineering. His statements
indicate a better-trained and more
accurate type of mind than the
others, and have a directness that
is assuring. In any case, the
judgment of the age of a Negro of
the splendid physical type of
Hardy is a difficult matter, hard
to come at within ten years, and
more likely to be underestimated
than overestimated. In my
judgment, the testimony may well
point to an age considerable in
excess of forty.

Mr. H. S. Walker, a man of

mature years, a student in West
Virginia University from Fayette
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ough which thf: C. &
Sm:-:; ,?s,: rtgorti the follgwu.lg as a
current belief where he lives: -—k "
John Hardy, a Negro, workec
for Langhorn, a railroa
-contractor from Richmond, Va.,
at the time of the building of the
C. & 0. Road. Langhorn haq a
contract for work on the east side
of the Big Bend Tunnel, which is
in the adjoining county of
Summers, to the east of Fayette
County; and some other
contractor had the work on the
west side of the tunnel. This was
the time when the steam-'dnller
was first used. Langhorn did not
have one, but the contractor on
the other side of the tunnel did;
and Langhorn made a wager with
him that Hardy could, by hand,
drill a hole in less time than the
steam-drill could. In the contest
that followed, Hardy won, but
dropped dead on the spot. He tells
me, also, that there is a current
report in this part of the State
concerning a John Hardy who was
a tough, a saloon frequenter, an
outlaw, and a sort of 3 thug. He
thinks this John Hardy was a
white man, and he is sure that he
was hanged later on for killing a
man in  McDowel] County or
across the line in Virginia.

Probability indicates that these
two stories are about the same
Mman. For , white man
conte_mporary With the
steel-driller to POssess the Same

ter to the Same |

_ Ocalit
co;nn;ll:e the same Crime, hanf! ttg
gue“ble-mme Penalty, g not

Ther
John H; d‘:xigar the belief thy

of the I'O:Itl tlhe effects
l : .
E‘; in Qtlﬁ‘lel conc“ru:'an.war

. this,
are mmgﬁm B . Yo

drﬂling—contest_” n
the belief, howeye, supDOrt
ballad called “The ¢

The change of name
Henry, and the victory t?ngghn
defeat, is not significant, and -
easily accounted for by or,lﬂs
transmission. The same Process of
réasoning as applied heretofore
identifies John Henry with John
Hardy, who could not have digq
at the end of 3 drilling-contest.
Most likely the ballad celebrating
the prowess of John Hardy
gradually, in its earlier making,
enhanced that prowess, and, by
the natural tendency to a tragic
ending, finally sang of his defeat
and death.

Whether the drilling-contest be
fact or fiction, is not important,
However, it could hardly have
happened. A note addressed to
the Ingersoll-Rand Company, to
whom I was referred as authority
On drills, brings the following
Statemtent in a letter dated New
York City, Dec. 19, 1917: —

“Your letter of Dec. 4, addressed to
the Company at Easton, Pa., has been
referred to us, and in reply we would
advise you that, although we have no

finite records, it is rather il'rlpl"{'ba':'le
that steam rock-drills were used in the
building of the C. & O. Railroad. AS
You will see from the text of the
altached advertisement, machin their
were first used about 1866; but all
USe was very limited, and not at
general,”

The ortion of the
ndvortloemogt above referred (O
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at 18 significant  for this
i:“:‘umiml, is as follows:
“',..].I“. first time rock-drills were
| in big work was at the ll00§zlc
s . year 1866. Here the Burleigh
Il!"ml'-'u'lml because of great repair
i ‘Nc,;xt came the Musconetong

L‘O.\" S

shigh Valley R. R., driven
T“"""‘i‘,,j”ﬂ,'blénd wi{h the Ingersoll
m_nln which had been brought to a
el | stage in rock-work on Fourth
Avenue, New York, for the horse-car
wanel. This covers the period up to
1875, when the Rand Little Giant
made a step in advance.

The Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad was completed westward
from Sulphur Springs to
Huntington — that is, entirely
across the State of West
Virginia — in 1873.

Two versions of the ballad,
with a total of five variants, have
come to hand. Version a gives us
something with the very
atmosphere of the
construction-camp, its rough gang
of illiterate Negroes, its profanity,
and its glorification of a gambler,
a drunkard, and a murderer. With
the exception of stanzas 2 and 3,

allad deals with the episode
of the hanging, in some way not
clearly stated, and connected with
?mbﬁﬂ& The name of the place,
hll:?wt?x? nia;nb%ris ?xactly correct;
INcreased to ct)wcl;n enarllc(llllec!d::
:}'u’deﬂtr IS caught because he
bulk of :Jhrun. Not only dpes the

e 1¢ ballad deal with this
Harg bum the career of John
the beoir . the prominent places,
Bven (o i:unx and the end, are
the stee] € older incident of

d;dnlling contest s,
-mou'“y arly remembered and
‘uy °3P1'0md. lhough

on the way to

8, a5 it e version stands

pnit.‘til:ll

e, between the
d by Shearin

b the steel-driller
Out of memory

entirely Shawne

nt + Shz ¢ Cam
become 3 Chinese camp h‘as
€asy change i

to the Big Bend

probably a cross-ref@rTan
?nother i :
namely, “The Wreck on th
O. Road”) very popular in the
southern part of the State, and
contemporary in growth with that
part of “John Hardy” since 1894,
The last two stanzas, given to
:Iohn Hardy himself, furnish an
Interesting reference to a fact in
his history (namely, his baptism
before hanging), and may be a
remnant of the song he composed
and sang just before his death.
The introduction of the
conventional ballad element of
having the hero’s mother and
sweetheart come to see him is to
be noted in stanzas 6 and 7.

Versions ¢, d, and e are
variants of version 5. In ¢ the
Negro gambling-dive is exalted to
a “Wild West show” (stanza 2),
and the conventionalizing process
is carried further in stanza 6 by
giving him a “pretty little wife,”
whom he kept “dressed in blue,”
and who had always been true to
him. In d the yellow girl becomes
a less shadowy personage, upon
whom is bestowed the
high-sounding, romantic name,
ch)zella (stanza 2). The refusal of
the Court to grant bond to a
“murderen” man in stanza 6 is a
good bit of realism, with which,
no doubt, the Negro singers of
this ballad were fairly _famlhs_u'.
The reference to his baptism failﬂ:
to appear. In e g
conventionalizing process goes (:i
apace: the father 1S m‘trodul(;:eé
the hero is blessed with 7t :
children, and two stanzas = aﬂ’
8) from The Lass of Roch Royé
(Child, No. 76) are inserted.

eC. &




As a result of this study, the
following things appeal to me as
ignificant: —

Slllnll. The origin in our day of
such a ballad among an ﬂl_lte_rgte
and comparatively primitive
le.

peog. The testimony of
spontaneous composition of
stanzas by men enga_ged in the
hard work of steel-drilling. _

3. The two groups of facts in
Hardy’s life centring respectively
about the dates 1872 and 1894,
which furnish the nuclei for three
types of ballad as to content: (a)
John Hardy, the steel-driver; (b)
John Hardy, the steel-driver and
the murdered; (c) John Hardy, the
murderer.

4. The unreliability of
statements in the ballad; and the
difficulty, even at this early date,
of determining the facts on which
the song is based.

5. The passing of the song into
the possession of white folk, and
the rapid introduction on
conventional elements of balladry.
All the copies of the ballad in my
possession were communicated by
white people.

“John Hardy” is recorded
elsewhere as follows: —

SHEARIN AND COMBS, A
Syllabus of Kentucky Folk-Song, p.
19. “John Hardy iii, 4a3b4c3b,
6. — An account of Hardy’s shooting a
man in a poker-game; of his arrest,
trial, oomg:tiotr_l, conversion, and
baptism; and of his execution an
burial on the Tug River, 2

. Nine, on the Chesapeak
Defea e

made to say ‘for the
love.” The f. Sake
mentioned. "ot o his h:
Ibid., 22:249.250 _ . .
Bscom repors from o Raq
le e » .
beging - nry,”  which she o,
“Johnie Henry was _
He died with his hamrrd in o gy

Ibid,, 26:163-165. - Fiyg yero.
of “JOhl'l Henry“ I rtim
Sparrow. The first four are pyi
the only significant lines are, —

“This ole hammer killed John Hane.
Drivin’ Steel, Baby, dﬁvig

The fifth is a ballad
stanzas, obtained from K
mountain whites. In it John H
steel-driver, who competes
steam-driller in a big tunnel, ap
on the C. & O. line. He leaves a
wife to mourn his death. !

Ibid., 26:180-182. — Variant e
this study, communicated by
present writer; also printed in W
Virginia School Journal and Educa
44:216-217 (September, 1915).

Ibid., 27:249. — Reported by title,

“That’s the Hammer Kkilled John
Henry,” from South Carolina, by
Henry C. Davis.

Ibid., 28:14. — Communicated by
John A. Lomax as being sung along the
Chesapeake and Ohio Road I
Kentucky and West Virginia. John
Henry, the best steel-driver on the C. &
0. Road, competes with a steam-dr!
in Tunnel No. Nine, beats it by an inch
and a half, and lays down his
and dies.

CAMPBELL AND SHARP, Eﬂgﬁ
Folk-Songs fromzst”h;ssso‘}.jm
Appalachians, pp. -250:

PP Ed :

aothiglgn is h;a:id of steet[-drivins,
ro kills his partner for

the *“‘Shunny Camps”
Camp). Hardy is evidently
as a white man, for the m
“for the sake of my
The fact of his

and stanzas



T At ) l\Uﬂd,
And I don’t care a damn what | say;

I don’t care a snap for the police.”
But they let John Hardy get away, poor boy!
They let John Hardy get away.

(Version c.)

icated by Mr. Lee C. Wooddell, Durbin, Pocahontas Coun » Whe
( m?;‘}m idr. E);’mie Wright, Hosterman, Pocahontas County.) Rk
obtained

1. John Hardy he was two years old,
Sitting on his mother’s knee:
“The Big Ben Tunnel on the C. & O. Road .
Is going to be the death of me, poor boy,
Is going to be the death of me, poor boy.”

2. John Hardy went into a Wild West show,
Playing at a fifty-cent game:
Whoever wins my fifty cents,
I’m going to blow out his brains, poor boy!
I’'m going to blow out his brains, poor boy.”

3. John Hardy laid down a twenty-dollar bill,
And he didn’t ask for change:
“AllI want is a forty-four gun
To blow out another nigger’s brains, poor boy!
To blow out another nigger’s brains, poor boy!”

4. John Hardy went to New Port,
Expecting to be free.
The detective patted him on the back:
“John Hardy, go along with me, poor boy!
John Hardy, go along with me, poor boy!”

5. “Pve been to the East, I've been to the West,
, And I've been all over the world;
I've been to the river to be baptized,
But I'm on my hanging-ground, poor boy!
But I'm on my hanging-ground, poor boy!”

John Hardy had a pretty little wife,
He kept her dressed in blue.
m‘zﬂ heard that John was dead,
John Hardy, I've been true to you, poor boy!
John Hardy, I've been true to you, poor boy




